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Those who establish worship and spend of what 
We bestow on them: Those are the true believers! 


(from Strat al-Anfal 8:3-4) 
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“O ‘Amr! Righteous wealth for a righteous 
person is a wonderful thing.” 


Hadith of the Prophet narrated from ‘Amr b. al-‘As by Ahmad and Abt 
Ya‘la in their Musnads through narrators used in al-Bukhari or Muslim. 
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Foreword 


This excellent annotated translation of the early classical 
book, Ahmad al-Khallal’s Exhortation to Trade, by the well- 
known scholar and translator, Dr. Gibril Fouad Haddad, is 
a welcome addition to our recent series of translations of 
selected classical Islamic texts on economics, trade and 
livelihood. 


These important texts provide for the discerning reader 
a clear vision and understanding of the precise relation- 
ship between abstinence from the world (zuhd) and involve- 
ment in the seeking of it (kasb). With this understanding 
and its translation into practice, the worker, businessman, 
farmer or professional will know how to seek their 
livelihoods in a manner that leads to their well-being in 
this world and their felicity in the next world, in sha Allah. 


I would like to express my appreciation to Dr. Gibril 
Fouad Haddad for agreeing and finding time to undertake 
this important work, and to Dr. Adi Setia for recommend- 
ing him to us, for indeed, he is most qualified for it. I 
would also like to thank our publication manager, Mr. 
Mohd Zain Abd al-Rahman, for commissioning and facili- 
tating this important project to its timely and satisfying 
completion. 
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I have no doubt that readers will come away more enligh- 
tened about the meaning, function and purpose of work- 
ing for a living, the importance of wholesome sources of 
income and revenues, and the moral imperative to avoid 
whatever that is illicit and doubtful, and thereby contribute 
more effectively to the positive flourishing of themselves 
and their communities. 


Dato’ Dr. Adnan Alias 
Chief Executive Officer 
IBFIM 


Foreword 
by Mufti Musa Furber'’ 


Dr. Gibril Fouad Haddad’s translation of Abt Bakr al- 
Khallal’s Exhortation to Trade, Industry and Work introduces 
readers to fiqh-based reliance on Allah and _ religious 
scruple (wara‘) as it was conceived of and practiced by the 
earliest generations of Muslims. 


One of the unique characteristics of Hanbali legal 
literature is the extraordinary attention given to issues 
typically associated with etiquette, excellence, and virtue 
(thsdn). While other schools tended to treat these issues as a 
topic outside of jurisprudence and to fall within tasawwuf, 
the Hanbali school included these issues within its basic 
legal texts and developed a genre of legal literature known 
as al-ddab al-shar‘iyya. Some aspects of this genre are 
already available to English readers through the writings of 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Jaylani, whose Ghunya li-Talibi 
Tariq al-Haqq is cited frequently within Hanbali legal texts. 
Perhaps the best example of this genre is Ibn al-Muflih’s 
al-Adab al-Shar ‘iyya, which aimed to gather all previous wri- 
tings in the genre within a single book. Ibn Muflih’s book 
was set into a thousand-line poem by Abu ‘Abd Allah 
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qawi al-Mirdawi in Manzimat al- 
Adab; its most famous commentary is al-Saffarini’s hefty 


' Lead Researcher, Tabah Foundation (UAE); Associate, Straightway 


Ethical Advisory (www.straightwayethical.com); graduate of Dar al-Ifta’ 
al-Misriyya with expertise in science as well as Shafi‘i and Hanbali figh. 
Published works include al-Nawawi’s al-Tibyan fi Adab Hamalat al-Qur’an, 
Ibn Hajar’s Nukhbat al-Fikar ft Mustalah Ahl al-Athar, its commentary 
Nuzhat al-Nazar Sharh Nukhbat al-Fikar and Matn Abi Shuja‘ in Shafi‘'s figh. 
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Ghidha@ al-Albab. Many of the Hanbali jurists responsible 
for gathering, recording, and organizing the school left 
writings within that genre including Abu Bakr al-Khallal 
(the author of this work), al-Qadi Abt Ya‘la, Ibn ‘Aqil, Ibn 
al-Jawzi, and Ibn Qudama al-Maqdisi. Outside the works of 
Imam Ahmad himself, one of the earliest examples of this 
genre is the present work: The Exhortation to Trade, Industry 
and Work, the Rebuke of Those who Claim Trust in Allah by 
Abandoning Work, and the Proof that They are Wrong. (May 
Allah grant them all His mercy.) 


In translating this work Shaykh Gibril has relied upon 
manuscript sources as well as previous editions. Addition- 
ally, he has included much supplementary information to 
assist readers in understanding the text and introduce 
them to the Companions and Forebears who were cited in 
the text—may Allah be pleased with them and grant mercy 
to them all. 


This translation is a significant contribution to the 
English corpus of Islamic literature. It is a welcome addi- 
tion to the growing corpus of English-language Hanbali 
texts, and its subject is one that has been of concern to al- 
most every generation of the Muslim community. The 
translator’s adherence to sound research methods, sourc- 
ing, and—more importantly—the values and etiquette of 
Islamic scholarship ensure that this translation is both 
authentic and accurate, and that the author and his subject 
matter are treated with utmost respect. 


May Allah bless the translator, the author, and all who 
read this text. 


Introduction 


lory, praise and gratitude are due to Allah Most High 

with abundant and fragrant blessings and salutations 
on His Beloved Prophet our liegelord Muhammad and 
upon his family and all his Companions! This is an English 
translation and study of a brief handbook of 128 reports 
on the Sunniness of work, the work ethic, frugality, the 
maintenance of property, financial independence through 
halal income, and true reliance on Allah according to the 
Imam of jurisprudence Ahmad b. Hanbal (164-241/781- 
855) and his predecessors and contemporaries as reported 
from his direct students by the earliest chronicler of his 
school, Ahmad al-Khallal. Entitled The exhortation to trade, 
industry and work, the rebuke of those who claim trust in Allah by 
abandoning work and the proof that they are wrong and sub- 
titled From the questions put to Imam Ahmad (min masda7il al- 
Imam Ahmad), the book highlights the latter’s emphasis on 
the Prophetic recommendation that one should strive to eat 
and economise from the fruit of one’s labour, especially 
through trade, handiwork or agriculture, rather than re- 
sort to handouts as mistakenly practised by dervishes, and 
rather than sufficing oneself—and oneself alone—with the 
bare minimum required for living. The whole edifice of 
this endeavour is the pursuit of lawful sustenance (rizq 
halal) in the twin sense of food and income: 


Do not scorn a penny (fals) you acquire by obeying Allah. 
You might buy with it beans that will hardly settle in your 
stomach before all your sins are forgiven. ... A man must 
scrutinise the provenance of his daily bread and the 
provenance of his dirham. Do the deeds of heroes!” 


* al-Hathth §§24, 36 (Shu‘ayb b. Harb, Muhammad b. Muaatil, Sufyan). 
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Hence it comes as no surprise that one of the early masters 
cited here said: “I have been the jurisprudent (faqih) of my 
food for 60 years;”” and Imam Ahmad considered such 
vetting of one’s morsel the precondition sine qua non even 
of the Remembrance of Allah: 


I (‘Umar b. Salih al-TarastisI] went with Yahya al-Jalla’-— 
he was said to be one of the Abdal’—to see Abt: ‘Abd Allah 
Ahmad b. Hanbal. I asked him with Fawzan, Zuhayr, and 
Hartn al-Hammal around him: “Allah have mercy on you, 
Abt ‘Abd Allah! By what do hearts grow soft (bi-md talin 
al-qultub)?” He looked at his companions and winked at 
them then he lowered his head for a while. Then he looked 
up and said: “My son, by eating lawful food (ya bunayy bi- 
aki al-halal).” I went to see Abt Nasr Bishr b. al-Harith” on 
the spot and said to him: “Abu Nasr, by what do hearts 
grow soft?” He replied: “Behold! By the remembrance of Allah 
hearts become tranquil (Strat al-Ra‘d 13:28).”° I said: 

- I have just come from Abt “Abd Allah’s house. 

- What did he reply to you? 

- He said “by eating lawful food.” 

- He has given the basis. He has given the basis.’ 


al-Hathth §34 (Abu Yusuf al-Ghasuli). Ie. I have scrutinised it both 
with regard to its lawful provenance and my absolute need of it. 


* Substitute-saints, thus named because whenever one of them dies 
Allah replaces him with a substitute (badal) so that their number always 
remains forty. Most of them are in Syro-Palestine (al-Sham). See on 
them Haddad, Forty Hadiths. 

” The famous Sufi master Bishr al-Hafi. See biographical notices. 

° Cf. also Allah has revealed a most excellent discourse, a untform Book with 
paired admonitions, whereat shiver the skins of those who fear their Lord. Then 
their skins and their hearts soften to the remembrance of Allah... (Strat al- 
Zumar 39:23). 

"J@a bil-asl, i.e. the inalienable foundation. Abi Nu‘aym (9:182 Fawzan 
mispelled “Fawran”) and Ibn al-Jawzi, Mandaqib (p. 196 §31 “Bawran”). 
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Work in the world with abstinence (zuhd) in the heart 


Imam Ahmad lived a life of staggering simplicity and in 
the words of the arch-Imam ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Rahman 
al-Darimi (181-255/797-869) “he bore with poverty for 
seventy years.”” More than that “he loved the poor and I 
never saw the poor that sat with him treated with greater 
honor and respect in any other gathering” (al-Marrudhi).” 
Even more, he embraced poverty and considered it a litmus 
test between the fitna-bound slaves of the material world 
and the people of the hereafter: 


Whenever Abu ‘Abd Allah thought of death tears would 
rob him of speech. He would say: “Fear prevents me from 
eating and drinking but when I remember death everything 
in this world becomes contemptible to me.’” It is food 
without food, clothing without clothing. Truly this life is 
just a few days! Nothing is as precious to me as poverty (ma 
a‘dilu bil-faqri shay’an). Would that people abandoned us. 
The path (al-tariq) is what Bishr b. al-Harith followed ... 
Glory to Allah, patience in poverty! patience in poverty! 
(subhan Allah al-sabr ‘ala al-faqr!) Nothing is as precious to 
me than patience in poverty. Do you know how much dif- 
ference there is between the one who is given from this 
world so that he is seduced, and the one from whom the 
world is kept at bay?" 


* Abu Nu‘aym (9:176); Ibn “Asakir, Tarikh (5:288); Ibn al-Jawzi, Mandqib 
(p. 244). 

* Ibn al-Jawzi, Mandqib (p. 272 $51). 

' Abii al-Darda’ said to a group of bereaved mourners at a burial: “Pity 
them—tomorrow’s dead weeping over today’s dead” in Abt Hatim, al- 
Zuhd (ed. Mundhir Salim Mahmtd al-Dumi, Riyadh: Dar Atlas, 
1421/2000) p. 38-39 §9. 


' aL-Dhahabi, Siyar (p. 215-216); Ibn al-Jawzi, Mandqib (p. 273 §52). 


14 Abi Bakr al-Khallal 


On the other hand Ahmad greatly insisted on the virtues 
of work (‘amal)—especially through trade (t#jdra)—and 
wealth as financial independence (ghind, istighna’) for who- 
ever asked him (Hathth §§1-10). As al-Khallal reports from 
Yusuf b. Asbat, “to seek a lawful income is a categorical ob- 
ligation” (§24 talab al-haldal farida) and, Ahmad stresses, 
perfectly non-negotiable when it comes to supporting one’s 
dependants ($80). He had nothing but the harshest words 
(“reprobate!” “liar!” “foul and depraved!” “imbecile!” “in- 
novators!” “Wicked people who want the world’s paralysis 
and ruin!”) for those he viewed as taking refuge in quiet- 
ism and idleness while calling it abstinence and reliance 
(§§94, 106, 109, 111, 112), or false religious scrupulosity in 
blighted disregard of the Prophetic warning “It is enough 
of a sin for someone to let his dependants perish” (§§79- 
85). He also noted the duplicity of those tho scoff at the li- 
citness of work then accept handouts produced by it (§108). 


Imam Ahmad and Sufism (Tasawwu/f) 


The Hanbali madhhab at its inception is perhaps the most 
Sufi-oriented of all the Sunni schools and its Imam’s open- 
door policy to Sufis is well-known."* At the same time, as 
the Hathth shows, Ahmad was called upon to clarify the 
Sunni parameters of self-deprivation and God-reliance as 
opposed to what he or some of his contemporaries among 
scholars viewed as heterodox excesses. In the second part 
of his book al-Khallal documents their disapproval of ascet- 
ics who eat so little that it impairs them to the point they 
no longer fulfill their categorical obligations (§88); “rely on 


"? See on this the section entitled “Imam Ahmad’s Tasawwuf and Fond 
Love of Sufis” in our Four Imams and Their Schools (London: Muslim 
Academic Trust, 2007) pp. 386-389. 
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other people’s knapsacks” by undertaking pilgrimage and 
going into deserts alone, without mount or provision (§90- 
94); or end up “some as madmen, some as heretics” (§95). 
At the same time al-Khallal stresses that Ahmad did con- 
ditionally accept the validity of a seemingly extreme type of 
reliance on Allah, described as “reliance on a truthful basis” 
(al-tawakkul ‘ald al-sidq) (8889-91). Such, of course, typified 
the great early Sunni ascetics such as Shayban al-Ra‘l, 
Dawud al-Ta’i, Ma‘ruf and later figures in Ahmad’s time, 
all of whom he profoundly admired even when he might 
have disagreed with them over some details—for example 
in his rejoinder to a very austere du‘d’ related from Tawts 
(§8) or his paternal advice to two mendicants (§122). 


A commonly misconstrued definition of zuhd or Islamic 
simple living limits its meaning to ascetic self-deprivation, 
which in reality is only one of its possible manifestations, 
and an outward one at that. In reality zuhd has many mea- 
nings that are all summed up in gqasr al-amal or the certi- 
tude of the imminence of death, and rida or love of Divine 
Foreordainment, unimpeded and uncontradicted by worl- 
dly diligence and even worldly wealth.'* The Prophet him- 
self—upon him blessings and peace—said: “Truly the 
purest and most delicious thing a man can eat is what he 
eats from his own earnings”"* and he castigated mendicacy 
as sinful. At the same time the Qur’an and Sunna strongly 
warn against materialism, to which a true Sufi must remain 


impervious.” “If his wealth gets depleted he does not 


'S See on this Imam al-Bayhaqi’s introduction to his Kitab al-Zuhd al- 
Kabir. 


'* See below (§3). 


'° See on these two aspects Imam al-Qurtubi’s Qam‘ al-Hirs bil-Zuhd wal- 
Qand‘a wa-Radd Dhull al-Swal bil-Kutbi wal-Shafa‘a (The subduing of 
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worry and if it increases he does not rejoice, nor does he 
abhor parting with it through death” (§19, Sufyan b. 
“Uyayna). “For the people of hearts,” advised the Syrian 
wali Baha’ al-Din al-Rawwas (1220-1287/1805-1870) in his 
canons of sufism, “it is one and the same who or what 
comes near and who or what stays far.”'° In this light Imam 
Ahmad’s personal embrace of poverty together with his 
advice to work and own wealth are not mutually conflicting 
but are the Sunna at its core and a path of Sufi striving in its 
own right. Truthful reliance, moreover, precludes the figh- 
less brands of religious scruple (wara‘) advocated by cer- 
tain Muslims. Imam al-Ghazali calls the latter wara‘ al- 
muwaswasin, “the scrupulosity of the victims of Satanic whis- 
pering,”'” whereby, supposedly: 


(i) “Using material means and relying on Allah are mu- 
tually exclusive”: on the contrary not only are they comple- 
mentary’ but the Prophet—upon him blessings and peace 
—miade the former a necessary pre-condition of the latter 
in his famous hadith, “Tie your camel first then rely on 
Allah.”!* “Do not take risks” ($89) says the Imam to a man 
who asks about venturing into the desert alone and without 
provision. To another who asks him which is preferable for 
the traveller, “to carry provisions or rely on Allah?” he 
replies: “to carry provisions and rely on Allah” (§92a). 


greed through abstinence and contentment and the repelling of the 
humiliation of beggary through handwritten requests and intercession), 
recently translated at Bristol’s Amal Press. 

'® aL-Rawwas, Fadhlakat al-Hagiqa ($265, $268, $310). 

a al-Ghazali, opening of the “Book of Halal and Haram” in Ihya? ‘Ulum 
al-Din. See excerpt quoted in the marginalia of the Hathth (Abu Ghudda 
ed. pp. 73-74). 

'* CF. $92a and §93. 


"9 al-Tirmidhi (Sifat al-qiyama wal-raqa’iq wal-wara‘ ‘an Rasil Allah). 
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(ii) “The whole economy being illicit makes the obtainment 
of licit income impossible”: on the contrary, whatever the 
economy, every individual transaction is judged on its own 
merit since illicitness in monies is transferable only when 
the beneficiary is positively aware of it.*? The intermixing 
of haram with halal in an economy never means that every 
single transaction in it becomes hardm as a result. To a 
critic of all economy as unlawful Ahmad scoffs: “Look at 
this corrupter! he wants to nullify people’s livelihoods!” 
($94). In the same strain he advises accepting government 
subsidies and praying for the ruler (§10). 


As al-Khallal shows, in Ahmad’s eyes the determining 
criterion between religion and religiosity, or true and false 
reliance was common sense as well as truthfulness. How 
can one look down on material means as irreligious when 
Allah Most High built the order of the world on them, and 
the Prophets and righteous availed themselves of them 
and praised them (cf. §115)? 


“Wealth is Part of Health’’ 


Imam Ahmad liked to cite the great Tabi‘t Abu Qilaba’s 
pithy summation, “Wealth is part of health” (al-ghind min 
al-‘Gfiya)’'—not just one’s own physical upkeep and mental 
peace of mind, but that of one’s family and community as 
well, since it permits mutual aid in times of sickness and 


°° al-hurmatu tata‘adda fil-amwal ma‘a al-“ilmi bihd. Ton Nujaym, al-Ashbah 
wal-Naz@ir (ed. Muhammad Muti‘ al-Hafiz, Damascus: Dar al-Fikr, 
1403/1982) p. 344, beginning of Kitab al-hazr wal-ibaha. 

*! $8, §10. Ghind has also been translated as “self-sufficiency,” “inde- 
pendence,” and “autonomy” as it can mean any or all four concepts; 
similarly mal has been variously translated as “wealth,” “possessions,” 
“money,” “holdings” and “capital.” 
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bereavement, which is the soul of joint responsibility 
(takaful). Acquiring and spending wealth licitly, moreover, 
shows obedience to Allah and His Prophet. 


However, since most people tend to misuse wealth it is 
more a trial than a blessing, and although the Prophet— 
upon him blessings and peace—sought refuge from both 
the evil of wealth and the evil of poverty (Allahumma inni 
a‘udhu bika min sharri fitnat al-ghinad wa-min sharri fitnat al- 
fagr) and warned that poverty was tantamount to unbelief 
(Allahumma innit a‘iidhu bika min al-kufri wal-faqri, fa-qala 
rajulun: wa-ya‘dilan? Qala na‘am),”> nevertheless much of 
the evidence from the Qur’an and Sunna blames wealth 
and praises poverty.” In a sea of compilations on simple 
living and asceticism (zuhd),” reliance on Allah (tawakkul), 
scrupulosity (wara‘), contentment with little (gand‘a, “iffa), 
seclusion (‘uzla), and silence (samt), al-Khallal’s work there- 
fore provides a great service to the Umma by reminding 


°° Narrated in the Six Books except Abt: Dawud. 


23 aL-Nasai (Isti“adha, al-isti‘ddhatu min sharr al-kufr). See also the chap- 
ter on poverty in Ibn Abi al-Dunya, Jslah al-Mal (p. 121 §440 and §444). 
** Over 130 pages on the blame of wealth and the wealthy and the 
praise of poverty and the poor in the 2008 edition of Ibn al-Qayyim’s 
reference-work on patience and gratitude entitled ‘Uddat al-Sdbirin wa- 
Dhakhirat al-Shakirin (p. 350-481) as opposed to only 40 pages in praise 
of wealth and spending (p. 482-522). 

*° Such as the various Kitab al-Zuhd authored by Waki‘ b. al-Jarrah (129- 
197/747-813), Asad b. Mtisa known as Asad al-Sunna (132-212/ca.750- 
827), Ibn al-Mubarak (d. 181/797), his student Hannad b. al-Sari al-Kufi 
(152-243/769-ca.857), his student Ahmad b. Hanbal, his student Abt 
Dawud (d. 275/ca.888), his student Ibn al-A‘rabi (d. 340/ca.951), Abt 
Hatim al-Razi (195-277/811-890), Ibn Abi al-Dunya (208-281/823-894), 
Ibn Abi ‘Asim (206-287/ca.821-900), al-Bayhaqi (384-458/994-1066), 
Ibn Hazm (384-456/994-1063)—perhaps his last work, and al-Khatib al- 
Baghdadi (392-463/1002-1071), all of which have been published. 
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people that wealth that is acquired lawfully and put to 
good use is an avenue of blessings at all levels. He was 
preceded and perhaps even bested in this endeavour by his 
senior of over 20 years, the Imam of the World in Hadith 
Ibn Abi al-Dunya (208-281/823-894), with his sourcebook 
of over 500 texts on industry and wealth entitled Islah al- 
Mal. Both of them were preceded by the Arch-Imam of the 
World Muhammad b. Isma ‘il al-Bukhari (194-256/810-870) 
with his numerous chapters on trading in his Sahih and 
Adab al-Mufrad as well as Muslim and the Sunan. 


Al-Khallal also included many “Sufi” reports from some 
of the great luminaries of Islam renowned for their piety 
and asceticism as well as their superlative knowledge of the 
Divine Law (Shari‘a) and its proofs beginning with the 
Rightly-Guided Caliphs and other senior Companions, 
Uways al-Qarani, al-Hasan al-Basri, the two Sufyans (al- 
Thawri and Ibn ‘Uyayna), Ibrahim b. Ad’ham, Fudayl b. 
‘Tyad, Abu Yusuf al-Ghasuli, Abu Mu‘awiya al-Aswad, 
Hudhayfa al-Mar‘ashi, Ibn Aslam, Sulayman al-Khawwas 
and Bishr al-Hafi. To a certain extent their narrations make 
this volume a practicum of true servanthood and certainly 
reflect the importance and respect accorded by both the 
author and Imam Ahmad himself to religious devotion and 
the spiritual quest. That respect took leave of Ibn al-Jawzi 
(510-597/1116-1201) in his anti-Sufi Talbis Iblis where he 
cites reports from the Hathth fairly often (§§1-4, 18-19, 88, 
90, 92, 95, 103, 106, 108-109, 111-112, 122). 


Abu Bakr al-Khallal 


Abt. Bakr Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hartin b. Yazid al- 
Baghdadi al-Khallal (“vinegar-maker”) (234-311/849-923) 
was a Hanbali hadith master whose massive documentation 
of Ahmad b. Hanbal’s teachings made him the most im- 
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portant narrative link between the Imam and posterity. He 
was a direct student of the latter’s principal students and 
colleagues such as Abt Bakr al-Marrudhi (d. 275/ 888), al- 
Athram (d. after 260/874), Ibrahim al-Harbi (198-285/814- 
898), and the Imam’s son ‘Abd Allah (d. 290/903). In addi- 
tion to his Jami‘ li-‘Uluim Ahmad b. Hanbal he also authored 
al-‘Ilm, al-‘Tlal, al-Sunna, and Akhlaq Ahmad b. Hanbal. 


Upon hearing that one of his students, Ishaq b. Mansur 
al-Kawsaj, had published a compilation of Ahmad’s juridi- 
cal views, the latter gathered his companions and declared 
that he had now disclaimed all of them. It is partly because 
of this scrupulous fear (wara‘) of seeing his figh etched in 
stone that on so many specific issues two, three, or up to 
ten different positions are related from Imam Ahmad. Al- 
Khallal gathered all these views into his 40-volume Jami‘ 
after Ahmad’s death, the first full compilation of the latter’s 
teachings in figh. Majd al-Din b. Taymiyya (‘Abd al-Salam 
b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Khadir al-Harrani, d. 652/1254) then 
reduced this unwieldy compilation into a single volume en- 
titled al-Muharrar min al-Figh ‘ala Madhhab al-Imam Ahmad 
b. Hanbal. Al-Kawthari pointed out that despite Ahmad’s 
disclaimer, Imam al-Tirmidhi in his Sunan still relied on 
al-Kawsaj’s compilation whenever citing Ahmad’s legal po- 
sitions. 


al-Dhahabi (673-748/1275-1347) wrote in the chapter 
on al-Khallal in his magisterial biographical encyclopedia, 
Siyar A‘lam al-Nubala’: 


AL-KHALLAL: THE IMAM, SAVANT, HADITH MASTER AND JUR- 
IST, THE SHAYKH OF THE HANBALIS AND THEIR SCHOLAR, 
ABU BAKR AHMAD B. MUHAMMAD B. HARUN B. YAZID AL- 
BAGHDADI AL-KHALLAL. 
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He was born in 234 or 235, so it is possible he saw Imam 
Ahmad; but he took jurisprudence from a large number of 
his disciples and was Abu Bakr al-Marrtdhi’s main stu- 
dent. He heard [hadith] from al-Hasan b. ‘Arafa, Sa‘dan 
b. Nasr, Yahya b. Abi Talib, Harb b. Ismail al-Kirmani, 
Ya‘qub b. Sufyan al-Fasawi whom he met in Persia, Anmad 
b. Mula‘ib, al-‘Abbas b. Muhammad al-Dtri, Abu Dawtd 
al-Sijistani, “Ali b. Sahl b. al-Mughira al-Bazzaz, Ahmad b. 
Mansur al-Ramadi, Abu Yahya Zakariyya b. Yahya al- 
Naqid, Abu Ja‘far Muhammad b. ‘Ubayd Allah b. al- 
Munadi, ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal, al-Hasan b. 
Thawab al-Makhrami, Abt al-Hasan al-Maymuni, Ibrahim 
b. Ishaq al-Harbi, Muhammad b. ‘Awf al-Ta’1, Ishaq b. 
Sayyar al-Nasibi, Abt Bakr al-Saghani and many others. 

He travelled to Persia, Syro-Palestine, Upper Meso- 
potamia, colleting the figh of Imam Ahmad, his fatwas and 
responses. He wrote from his seniors and juniors, and 
even from his own students to the point he gathered up 
much knowledge. He then compiled his book al-Jami“ fil- 
Figh from the discourse of the Imam, using the terms 
akhbarana and haddathana, in twenty volumes. He also au- 
thored al-‘Ilal ‘an Ahmad in three volumes, which reveals 
his scholarly mastership and vast expertise. 

Before al-Khallal’s time Imam Ahmad did not have an 
independent juridical school. Then al-Khallal came, 
painstakingly collected all the texts from Imam Ahmad, 
compiled them into volumes and brought them out after 
the year 300—Allah have mercy on him. Abu Bakr b. 
Shahrayar said: “We are all indebted to Abt Bakr al- 
Khallal: none preceded him in gathering up the know- 
ledge of Imam Ahmad.” 

Few narrate from him. Among them: Imam Abt Bakr 
“Abd al-‘Aziz b. Ja‘far (Ghulam al-Khallal), Abu al-Husayn 
Muhammad b. al-Muzaffar, and others. 

al-Khatib said in his Tarikh: “al-Khallal gathered up 
Ahmad’s sciences and researched them, travelling for that 
purpose, writing them down, compiling them into books. 
There was no one more encyclopedic than him among 
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those who affiliated themselves to Ahmad’s madhhab. Abt 
Ya‘la b. al-Farra’ told me: ‘Abt Bakr al-Khallal was buried 
next to Abt Bakr al-Marrudhi.’”*° 

He died in the month of Rabi‘ al-Awwal 311 (June-July 
923), aged 77 years. It is also said he was almost 80. 

al-Hasan b. Yunus [al-Qalanisi] and ‘Isa b. ‘Abd al- 
Rahman [al-Salihi al-Simsar] both reported to us: Ja‘far b. 
‘Ali reported to us: the hadith master Ahmad b. 
Muhammad [Abu Tahir al-Silafi] reported to us: al- 
Mubarak b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar [al-Sayrafi] reported to us: 
“Abd al-‘Aziz b. “Ali reported to us: ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Ja‘far 
informed us: Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Harwtn [al-Khallal] 
reported to us: al-Marrudhi narrated to us: Ahmad b. 
Hanbal narrated to us: I heard Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna say: 
“Your thought about tomorrow’s sustenance is recorded 


: : 7 
against you as a sin.”” 


A frank anthropomorphist, in his Kitab al-Sunna al-Khallal 
promoted his teachers’ view that whoever denies that Allah 
“makes the Prophet sit with Him on the Throne” and that 
“there remains only four spans vacant for the Prophet to sv 
next to Him” (as narrated from Mujahid) is an unbeliever.”* 


Al-Khallal’s terminology of hadith transmission 


In keeping with the tradition of early Ahl al-Sunna scholars, 
al-Khallal’s scholarly discourse is invariably in the format 
of hadith transmission and he uses their conventional no- 
menclature as referred to by al-Dhahabi in his above-cited 
remark, “using the terms akhbaranda and haddathana.” 


°6 al-Khatib, Tarikh (5:112-113). 

27 al-Dhahabi, Siyar (14:297-298 §193). 

° al-Khallal, al-Sunna (1:209-268 dhikr al-maqam al-mahmid, esp. 1:215 
§246-247, 1:236-237 §272, and 1:239 §275). 
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Akhbara, anba’a. For the majority of the reports he nar- 
rates in his books including al-Hathth, al-Khallal uses the 
term akhbarand, translated as “X reported to us” wherein 
khabar is “report.” In early usage the term is synonymous 
with haddathana™ but later usage restricts it to “presenta- 
tion” (‘ard) and “reading back” (qira@’a), to signify that the 
student was part of a group before whom the report was 
presented/read to the teacher, either by the student him- 
self or by someone else in the teacher’s (and that student’s) 
presence, rather than by the teacher himself. If used with a 
singular direct object—akhbarani—the term denotes a one- 
on-one reading by al-Khallal to his source. He also uses the 
two pairs gara°’na/ qara’tu ‘ala fulanan, “We/I read before 
X” and anba’ana/i, “X informed us/me,” all of it synonym- 
ous here with akhbarana/.. 


Haddatha. The terms haddathand/, translated as “X nar- 
rated to us/me,” which al-Khallal uses only a handful of 
times (§§1, 23, 66, 99, 101, 107, 116 and 121)—around 6% 
of the total number of reports (125)—denote direct verba- 
tim aural delivery*’ by the teacher himself and no other, 


°° As demonstrated by al-Tahawi in his treatise al-Taswiya bayna 


Haddathana wa-Akhbarana in Khams Ras@il fi “Ulum al-Hadith (ed. ‘Abd 
al-Fattah Abt. Ghudda, Beirut: Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyya, 1423/2002) 
pp. 301-314. It is known that Malik’s way in the transmission of hadith, 
like Ibn al-Musayyab, ‘Urwa, al-Qasim, Salim, Nafi‘, al-Zuhri and 
others, was ‘ard and qird@’atan rather than samd‘ (“audition of the 
shaykh’s own reading”). In both cases the student stated, by convention, 
“So-and-so narrated to us” (haddathand fuldn); then the latter term 
became reserved for sama‘. See biographical entry on ‘Abd Allah b. 


Ahmad b. Hanbal. 


30 : ; 
All such readings are understood to have taken place on the basis of 


written records transmitted through audible delivery and_ usually 
involving dictation, copying and/or handing over of notebooks. On this 
important aspect of early hadith culture see Gregor Schoeler, The Oral 
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before a group or a single student. In its strict meaning that 
is what the term “hadith” implies, and it is synonymous 
with qala lana/li, “X said to us/me” and sami‘na/ sami‘tu 
fulanan yaqul/yadhkur, “We/I heard X say/mention.” 


Kataba. In the rarer cases al-Khallal obtained the report by 
corresponding with his source rather than through a live 
meeting he indicated it by saying kataba ilayya, “X wrote to 
me” (e.g. §47). 


Ijazatan. Finally, the weakest of all these modes of trans- 
mission is by idza or “license/permission of transmission,” 
usually in written form but often only oral, whereby the 
teacher gives permission to the student to relate from him 
either one or more specific reports or works the teacher is 
known to have related from his own teachers, or all (yjdza 
‘dmma) that he is known to have related without restric- 
tion, without making the validity of that mode of transmis- 
sion contingent on audition—although not excluding it. 
‘An or “from” is indecisive-transmission terminology used 
by latter-day scholars in the sense of ydza, although early 
scholars considered it tantamount to direct audition if used 
between two contemporary links and subject to further 
conditions outlined by the experts. Al-Khallal regularly 
quotes it for Prophetic hadiths in keeping with the practice 
of the Nine Books and other compilations.” 


and the Written in Early Islam (transl. Uwe Vegelpohl, ed. James 
Montgomery, London and New York: Routledge, 2006) and our review 
in The Muslim World Book Review 27 no. 4 (Summer 2007) 24-29 or at 
http://mac.abc.se/~onesr/d/myor_e.pdf. 

*! See Abbreviations. For more on this topic see our hadith transmission 
teacher Sayyid Muhammad _ al-Ya‘qubi’s seminal introduction to 
Muhammad al-Rabi‘ al-Hasani al-Nadwi’s thabat entitled Bughyat al- 
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“Muhammad reported...” “Muhammad b. Isma‘il repor- 
ted...” Whenever al-Khallal uses any of these terms he 
means one of his principal direct sources in this book, his 
teacher Muhammad b. Isma‘il b. Samura al-Ahmasi al-Kufi 
al-Sarraj (d. 260?/874), who represents his highest (=short- 
est) chain of transmission since he narrated from Waki‘ b. 
al-Jarrah (see his biographical entry). 


Other prestigious high chains for al-Khallal include his 
narration from the supercentenarian Muhammad _b. 
Mu ‘adh Darran al-Halabi (184-294/800-907), from Malik’s 
student the arch-master al-Qa‘nabi (born after 130-221/ 
748-836), from ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Majishtin (d. 164/781) with 
the latter’s three-men chain to the Prophet—upon him 
blessings and peace (§86). al-Khallal also narrates the same 
hadith from the hadith master Abu Umayya Muhammad b. 
Ibrahim b. Muslim al-Khuza‘i al-Tarastisi (d. 273/886), 
from Mansur b. Salama al-Khuza‘i al-Baghdadi (d. ca. 
208/823) and Abt al-Jamahir Muhammad b. ‘Uthman al- 
Tantkhi al-Kafarstisi (140-224/757-839), both of them 
from al-Majishtn (§87). 


Ibn Hajar’s “Forms of conveyance” from Nukhbat al-Fikar 


The Hafiz Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (773-852/1372-1448) de- 
fined as follows the forms of conveyance of hadith reports 
in his primer on hadith nomenclature, Nukhbat al-Fikar: 


The forms of conveyance are: 

(1) “sami‘tu” (I heard) 

(2) and “haddathani ” (he narrated to me) 
(3) then “akhbarani ” (he reported to me) 


Mutabi‘ li-Asénid Muhammad al-Rabi‘ (ed. Muhammad Akram al-Nadwi, 
Damascus: Dar al-Qalam, 1422/2001) 5-30. 
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(4) and “qara?tu ‘alayhi ” (I read to him) 

(5) then “quri?a ‘alayhi wa-ana asma‘u” (it was read to him 
while I heard) 

(6) then “anba?ani ” (he informed me) 

(7) then “ndwalani ” (he put into my hands) 

(8) then “shdfahani ” (he told me verbally) 

(9) then “kataba ilayya” (he wrote to me) 

(10) then “‘an” (from) and the like. 

— The first two are for someone who heard the shaykh verbatim 
one-on-one. If pluralised then [he heard] with someone else. 
- The first is the most explicit and is the highest-ranked in 
hadith dictation. 

— The third and fourth are for someone who read [to the 
shaykh] while alone. If the plural is used it is like the fifth. 

- “Informing” [the sixth] is synonymous with “reporting” [the 
third]. However, in the custom of the later generations 
“informing” is for authorisation (ydza), like ‘an [“from”]. 

— The indecisive-transmission terminology [‘an ‘ana, i.e. “from 
so-and-so”] of contemporaries is tantamount/understood to 
be direct audition unless used by a camouflaging reporter 
(mudallis). It is said that a condition is that the meeting of the 
said contemporaries be positively proven, even if only once; it 
is the preferred opinion (mukhtar). 

— They used mushdfaha for an oral authorisation and mukdtaba 
for a written authorisation [with the late scholars]. 

- For mundwala to be authentic they stipulated that it be 
accompanied by permission to relate; it is the highest type of 
authorisation (ijaza). 

- They also stipulated permission for a report found (wijdda 
ze. “something found in a book”), likewise a book bequeathed 
(wasiyya bil-kitab), and in a shaykh’s public announcement that 
he narrates something (:“lam), otherwise it is of no conse- 
quence; as is an authorisation that is universal or to someone 
unknown [to us], or to someone nonexistent—according to 


the soundest opinion on all of the above.” 


Ibn Hajar, Nukhbat al-Fikar, transl. Musa Furber in Haddad, Sunna 
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Editions and manuscripts of the Hathth used in this book 


The present translation of the Hathth is based on the 
following two editions and three manuscripts, the latter of 
which helped clear inaccuracies that crept into one or both 
published editions: 


I. The 239-page edition by Mahmtid Muhammad al- 
Haddad published at Riyadh’s Dar al-‘Asima in 1407/ 
1987.°° This edition is overall the more reliable one with 
regard to textual integrity. It also provides useful docu- 
mentation of the textual contents of the book” as well as 
the narrators Khallal adduces in his transmission chains 
even if at times interminably prolix (e.g. 13-page docu- 
mentation for §119 pp. 163-176). It is based on the follow- 
ing sources: 


(i) Ms. Damascus Zahiriyya 118/6, folios 25a-40b, on which 
the erudite Sufi Hanbali hadith master, jurist, and linguist 
of Qasytn in the Salihiyya district of Damascus, Yusuf b. 
‘Abd al-Hadi known as Ibn al-Mabrad (841-909/1437- 
1503) recorded by hand his 897/1492 audition (samd‘) of 
this book. 


(ii) Ms. Zahiriyya [present-day Maktabat al-Asad] Majmu‘ 
116, folios 99b-114a which is defective and missing its last 
page or couple of pages right after §122. It is inscribed 
with a sama‘ dated Shawwal 704/May 1305 and a later 


Notes I (p. 186-187). 


°° Accessible online at http://www.waqfeya.com/book.php?bid=6412 or 
at http:// www.archive.org/download/waq34 12/3412.pdf 

‘5 Excluding of course the inept anti-Sufi comments that mar all 
Mahmtd al-Haddad’s publications. 
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sama* autographed by Yusuf b. “Abd al-Hadi. Complete, 
readable with difficulty. Accessible online in scanned 
format of 15 black-and-white *.tif files.” 


(iii) Ms. Berlin or.oct.1807 in 18 folios dated Jumu‘a 22 
Safar 1335/15 December 1916, neatly copied in black ink 
from an original predating a samd‘ on 6 Rabi‘ 655/31 
March 1257, from the library of the German Orientalist 
Hellmut Ritter (1892-1971) and stamped with his Arabic 
name-seal.”° The copyist made countless mistakes which a 
reader corrected both inside the text and in the margins. 
The copyist penned at the end of the text on folio 18a: “Its 
verification and correct vowelisation were finalised” (balagha 
mugabalatahu wa-tashihan bil-dabt) but the reader put this 
remark next to it: “Glory to You, this is a gross calumny! 
Such a claim is belied by the senses! Because I only cor- 
rected it that way after a huge effort on my part.” A good 
scan of this very readable copy is accessible online and 
bears some marginal annotations in what looks like a 
Georgian script, perhaps by Ritter’s own hand.*” 


(iv) The 1348/1929-1930 Damascus: Maktabat al-Qudsi 
edition of the erudite Ottoman Shaykh Muhammad Zahid 
al-Kawthari, which I have not seen, based on a manuscript 
from his private collection. 


me http://archive.org/details/alhathalajejara 

°° Ritter’s doctoral thesis under Carl Heinrich Becker at the University 
of Bonn in 1914 was an edition, German translation and study of Ja‘far 
b. ‘Ali al-Dimashqji’s al-Ishdra ila Mahdsin al-Tijadra, published as Ein 
arabisches Handbuch der Handelswissenschaft in Der Islam vol. 7 (1917) 1-97 
and recently translated and published in English by Dr. Adi Setia as The 
Indicator to the Virtues of Commerce (Kuala Lumpur: IBFIM, 2011). 

id http://wadod.org/vb/showthread.php?t=4813 as of June 12, 2012. See 
below, Figs. 3-4. 
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II. The 119-page edition of al-Kawthari’s student ‘Abd al- 
Fattah Abu Ghudda (d. 1417/1997) published at Beirut’s 
Dar al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyya in 1995.*° This edition also 
provides useful documentation and is more practical than 
its predecessors for vowelisation. Abu Ghudda described it 
as based exclusively on his teacher’s 1348/1929-1930 Da- 
mascus edition already mentioned. He said he finished 
working on it in Jumada I 1405/January 1985 and does not 
acknowledge the existence of al-Haddad’s 1987 edition. 
Yet his edition has the same (and at times illogical) num- 
bering—which we remedied with sub-entries and duplicate 
numbering (§§23a, 32a, 42a, 7la, 90a, 92a, 99a, 122a, 
122b)—and some very similar notes. His edition also has 
many errors and gaps for such a small volume: 


- wrong vowelisations ($10 wal-salawdati should be wal- 
salawatu; §14 kharaq > khurg; §38 haml > himl; §44 al- 
Warakani > al-Warkani; §93 Mashshish > Mushaysh; 
$108 umira > amara; §110 hulm > hulum; §122 par. 2 
wadi‘a > wudi‘a; §127 al-Dawri > al-Duri; §128 li-hadhihi 
al-quliibi > la-hadhihi al-quliiba); 


- incorrect morphology (§88 al-Hanbali should be al-Hubulli; 
$90 wa-la tastashrifu nafsuh > wa-la yastashrifu nafsah; $99 
gal > qala; §115 idhan min al-shir@’ > idhnun fil-shira’); 


- incorrect syntax (§10 par. 8 the clause yumkinuni al-dukhul 
ends with the word al-jumu‘a, not wal-salawdt; §91 the 
initial clause wa-‘“ald... aydan belongs with the last clause of 
§90; §122); 


- incomplete Qur’anic documentation (§42 n.2) and failure 
to include hadith documentations (§§8, 58-59, 106, 109); 


°§ Also available online at http://www.waqfeya.com/book.php?bid=641 1 
or http:// www.archive.org/download/waq25179/25179.pdf 
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- failure to provide basic glosses (§§48-49; §113; §119 li-dhi 
damin miji‘ is left unexplained despite an incongruous 3- 
page gloss) and biographical identifications (§2 and §92: 
Ibn Aslam; §46: Ibn Nuh; §60: “Abt Yahya”; the speaker in 
§116; §122: Abu Mu ‘awiya al-Aswad; §124: Abt Sufyan). 


- typographical errors (§8 n.1 al-Muwaddih 1:14 not 1:41, 
al-Hilya 4:9 not 3:9; §47 second ya‘ni should be removed); 


- Some marginal comments are unnecessarily didactic (in 
§§59, 106, 115)—the text speaks for itself—or show that 
the text was misunderstood (§7 n.2, §8 n.1, §108 n.2), or 
the author’s intent (§126 n.1, §127 n.1), or both (§122). 


- The hadith grading and/or narrator commendation or 
discreditation is at times either misleading or off the mark 
($§59, 105, 122). 


III. Ms. Damascus Zahiriyya Majmu‘ 116 already de- 
scribed. 


IV. The Berlin ms. already described. 


V. Ms. Riyadh King Sa‘tid University Majmti‘ 1928 of 14 
folios. Dated 1339/1920 or 1921. Accurate, complete and 
very readable copy except for faded ink in many places. 
Accessible online in scanned format of 16 color .jpg files.” 


Grading of reports 
With regard to verdicts of authenticity or inauthenticity and 


the general grading of the reports neither one of the two 
annotated editions stands out as definitive. We have there- 


eo http://www.mediafire.com/?32z2dm0nw4j 


The Exhortation to Trade, Industry and Work 31 


fore provided our own comments wherever pertinent. The 
authoritative hadithic format of al-Khallal’s book in and of 
itself forms one large endorsement of authenticity on his 
part, and his inclusion of a few patently weaker reports, 
Prophetic (e.g. §105) or otherwise (e.g. §127), must be un- 
derstood in the context of the scholarly consensus that 
weak reports in support of good deeds (fada7il al-a‘mal) are 
accepted.” 


Translator’s narrative chain (sanad al-riwaya) for this book 


The pauper in need of His Lord’s Mercy, Abu Hammad 
Gibril ibn Fouad Haddad al-Dimashdi al-Salihi thumma al- 
Brunawi narrates this book through an all-Damascene, 
mostly Salihi chain: 


- from my teacher the Musnid Dr. Muhammad Mu‘tazz al- 
Subayni al-Salihi the imam of the Muzaffari Mosque (Jami‘ 
al-Hanabila, built 599/1202) on Mount Qasytn, Salihiyya 
district, Damascus: 

- from his teacher Shaykh Muhammad Fahmi b. ‘Abd al- 
Latif al-Na ‘imi al-Salihi (d. 1419/1998): 

- from his teacher Shaykh ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. Faris b. 
Ahmad al-Tikriti al-Salihi (1300-1361/1883-1942): 

- My father (d. 1313/1895) informed us (through 7aza): 

- Shaykh ‘Ali b. Husayn al-Saqati al-Salihi (d. 1288/1871) 
informed us: 

- ‘Abd al-Ghani b. ‘Abd al-Qadir b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al- 
Saqati al-Salihi (1165-1246/1752-1831) informed us: 

- from the Musnid ‘Ali b. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Salimi al- 
Salihi (1113-1200/1701-1786)—all the above-named eight 
are Shafi ‘is: 


*° See on this our Sunna Notes I (p. 100-104). 
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- from the Mufti of the Hanafis in his time ‘Abd al-Ghani 
b. Isma‘il al-Nabulusi al-Salihi (1050-1143/1640-1731):"! 

- from Shaykh al-Qurra’ and the Mufti and jurist of 
Hanbalis in his time Taqi al-Din ‘Abd al-Baqi b. ‘Abd al- 
Baqi b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Ba‘li al-Azhari al-Dimashqji al- 
Sufi (1005-1072/1596-1662): 

- from the Mufti of Hanbalis, Qadi and Muhaddith, Shaykh 
al-Islam al-Shihab Ahmad b. Abi al-Wafa b. Muflih (936- 
1035/ 1530-1626): 

- from the Seal of Hadith Masters and Polymath Scholars 
the historian of Syro-Palestine Abt al-Fadl Shams al-Din 
Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. Tultin al-Dimashqi al- 
Salihi (880-953/1475-1546): 

- from the Hanbali hadith master and jurist, author of 400 
collections of 40 hadiths, Abt al-Mahasin/Abt ‘Umar Jamal 
al-Din Yusuf b. Hasan b. Ahmad b. ‘Abd al-Hadi al-‘ Umari 
al-Salihi (841-909/ 1437-1503), famed as Ibn al-Mabrad 
(per Ibn Tultin) or Ibn al-Mibrad (per others): 

- from the Hanbali Musnid and Qadi Nasir al-Din 
Muhammad b. Abi Bakr b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi ‘Umar 
al-Maqdisi al-Salihi, known as Ibn Zurayq (812-900/1409- 
1495), ascion of Ibn Qudama: 

- from the Seal of Damascene hadith masters Muhammad 
b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-Qaysi al-Dimasqhi, known 
as Ibn Nasir al-Din (777-842/1375-1438): 

- from Sara bint Shaykh al-Islam Taqi al-Din ‘Ali b. ‘Abd 
al-Kafi al-Subkiyya al-Ansariyya  (734-805/1333-1403): 
(through her adza) 

- from the computer of hadith masters Jamal al-Din Abu 
al-Hajjaj Yusuf b. al-Zaki al-Mizzi (654-742/1256-1341): 


fe #qhe greatest of those I have chronicled in knowledge, sainthood 
(wildya), abstinence (zuhd), fame, and expertise (dirdya)” (al-Muradi in 
Silk al-Durar). 
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- from the Hafiz, Shaykh al-Hadith fil-Diy@tyya, Shams al- 
Din Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahim b. ‘Abd 
al-Wahid al-Maqdisi al-Salihi, known as Ibn al-Kamal (607- 
688/1211-1289): 

- from the arch-master and Mufti of the Hanbalis 
Muwaffaq al-Din Abi Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. 
Muhammad b. Qudama al-Salihi (541-620/1147-1223) with 
his chain cited below, namely: 

- I read before ‘Abd Allah b. Mansur al-Mawsili (d. 567/ 
1172): 

- al-Mubarak b. ‘Abd al-Jabbar (d. 500/1107) reported to 
you: 

- “Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad al-Azji (356-444/967- 
1052) informed us: 

- “Abd al-‘Aziz b. Ja‘far b. Anmad—known as Ghulam al- 
Khallal (285-363/898-973)—reported to us by permission 
(ydzatan): 

- Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Harun al-Khallal 
narrated to us... 
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Fig.1: Damascus Ms 116 f°101a 
with Yusuf Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi’s autograph (bottom right). 
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Fig.2: Damascus Ms. 116 f?101b (beginning of the book). 
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Fig.3: Berlin Ms. frontispiece with “Halmut Ritar” 
(Hellmut Ritter) name-seal. 
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Fig. 4: Berlin Ms. f° 1b with al-Khallal’s name, bottom line. 
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Fig. 5: Berlin Ms. f?18a with copyist’s name: al-faqir al-haqir 
Ibrahim b. ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Durubi al-Baghdadi, 1335H. 
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Fig.6: Riyadh Ms. fla subtitled min masa?il Abi “Abd Allah 
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal, radiya Allahu ‘anh, amin! 
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Fig.7: Riyadh Ms. f°1b (beginning of the book). 
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Fig.8: Riyadh Ms. f°13b (end) with copyist’s dating: 1339H. 
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THE 
EXHORTATION 


TO ‘TRADE, INDUSTRY AND WORK, 
THE REBUKE OF THOSE WHO 
CLAIM ‘TRUST IN ALLAH BY 
ABANDONING WORK, AND THE 
PROOF THAT THEY ARE WRONG 


al-Hathth ‘ala al-Tyara wal-Sind‘a wal-‘Amal 
wal-Inkar ‘ala man Yadda‘i al-Tawakkul 
ft Tark al-‘Amal wal-Hujjatu 
‘alayhim ft Dhahik 


By 
ABU BAKR AHMAD B. MUHAMMAD B. HARUN 


AL-KHALLAL 


(234-311/849-923) 


In the Name of Allah All-Beneficent Most Merciful 


CY grandfather,” the incomparable Imam Muwaffaq al- 
Myr Abii Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. 
Muhammad b. Qudama al-Magqdisi** (541-620/1147- 

1223), Allah be well-pleased with him, reported to us 


(akhbarana) outside Damascus on more than one occasion 
as I sat listening, in 614/1217 then again in 626/1229: 


I read before Shaykh Abu. Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. 
Mansur b. Hibat Allah al-Mawsili (d. 567/1172) on the day 
of Jumu‘a 11 Dhul-Hijja 564 (12 September 1169): 


the righteous Shaykh Abt al-Husayn al-Mubarak b. ‘Abd 
al-Jabbar b. Ahmad b. al-Qasim al-Sayrafi* (d. 500/1107) 
reported to you as someone read before him while you sat 
listening, and he said: 


© The speaker is the hadith master Sayf al-Din Ahmad b. ‘Isa b. ‘Abd 
Allah b. Qudama al-Maqdisi (605-643/1209-1245) per ms. Zahiriyya 
118/6 (25a-40b) and the Damascus edition of al-Hathth at Maktabat al- 
Qudsi, 1348/1929-1930. Other narrators of this work through direct 
audition from Muwaffaq al-Din Ibn Qudama include the hadith master 
Shams al-Din Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahim b. ‘Abd al- 
Wahid al-Maqdisi al-Salihi, known as Ibn al-Kamal (607-688/ 1211-1289) 
per ms. Berlin 1807 and “Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Zahid al- 
Maqdisi” (?-?) per Muhammad b. Sulayman al-Rawdani’s (d. 1094/1683) 
Silat al-Salaf bi-Mawsul al-Khalaf (Beirut: Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 
1408/1988) p. 217. The major Damascene hadith master Jamal al-Din 
Abti al-Hajjaj Ytsuf al-Mizzi (654-742/1256-1341) narrated it from the 
latter through direct audition (Rawdani, p. 217) but this unknown al- 
Zahid is most likely Ibn al-Kamal. 

* One of the principal jurists of the later Hanbali School, author of al- 
Mughni, a reference-book of comparative law, among other major works. 
hae major pious hadith scholar from Karkh (Iraq) known as Ibn al- 
Tuyuri, student of Ibn Shadhan and teacher to Abu: Tahir al-Silafi. It is 
said he possessed 1,000 fascicles written by al-Daraqutni’s own hand. 
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Abt al-OQasim ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. ‘Ali b. Ahmad b. al-Fad1 al- 
Azji (356-444/967-1052) informed us (anba’and) as some- 
one read to him in Jumada al-Akhira 443 (October-No- 
vember 1051): 


Abu Bakr ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Ja‘far b. Ahmad b. Yazdad b. 
Ma‘ruf the jurist, known as Ghulam al-Khallal® (285-363/ 
898-973) reported to us through a license of transmission 
(ydzatan): 


—al-Azji added: someone also read before Abt al-Qasim 
Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Saji (d. 379/989) as I 
sat listening, and he said: 


Abt Bakr ‘Abd al-‘Aziz*® narrated to us (haddathand):— 


Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hartin al-Khallal 
narrated to us: 


1. Abu Bakr al-Marrtdhi narrated to us: I heard a man say 
to Abu ‘Abd Allah*’—Allah have mercy on him: “I have 


*® «q)-Khallal’s Servant.” A major erudite figure of the early Hanbali 


transmitters second only to his teacher al-Khallal, student to 
Muhammad b. ‘Uthman b. Abi Shayba and teacher to Ibn Batta among 
many others. 

*° Te. the above-mentioned Ghulam al-Khallal. This is a second chain of 
transmission provided by al-Ajzi to strengthen his first chain. In the first 
chain al-Azji narrates directly from Ghulam al-Khallal but through a 
license of transmission, without direct audition; in the second chain he 
narrates with direct audition but from an intermediary who had direct 
audition from Ghulam al-Khallal. The second chain is technically 
stronger (because of tahdith, direct audition, as opposed to mere iaza) 
but the first chain is shorter and therefore more prestigious. 


sa Ie. Imam Ahmad. 
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enough,”** whereupon he replied: “Work the market (ilzam 
al-stiq) so that you can keep family ties and give [others].” 


2. Abu Bakr also reported to us that a man—one of the di- 
sciples of Ibn Aslam*—asked Abt ‘Abd Allah—Allah have 
mercy on him: “Should I work in your opinion?” He 
replied, “Yes, and spend the surplus [of your need] on your 
close family as charity.” 


3. Abt Bakr al-Marrutdhi also reported to us that he heard 
Abt ‘Abd Allah say: “I ordered them—meaning his sons” 
—to frequent the marketplace and go into trading,” and 
he added: “It was related from ‘A’isha—Allah be well- 
pleased with her—that the Prophet—upon him blessings 
and peace—said: “Truly the purest and most delicious thing 


9951 


a man can eat is what he eats from his own earnings. 


4, Muhammad b. al-Husayn reported to me that al-FadI b. 
Ziyad narrated to them: I heard Abu “Abd Allah command 
others to work the marketplace, saying: “How excellent it 
is to be independent from others!” 


8 Inni fi kifaya, I have enough to suffice myself. 


*® “One of the trustworthy hadith masters and abdal among the awliya’” 


(al-Dhahabi): see biographical glossary. 
°° He had seven sons and one daughter among whom ‘Abd Allah and 
Salih, born of different mothers, were the most famous: Ibn al-Jawzi, 
Managqib (p. 303 §64). 

*! Ahmad (6:31); Abu Dawud (Buyu‘, al-rajul ya’kul min mal waladih); al- 
Nasvi (Buyt‘, al-hathth ‘ala al-kasb); and Ibn Majah (Tijdrat, al-hathth 
‘ala al-makasib); cf. al-Tirmidhi (Ahkam, ma ja anna al-walid ya°’khudh min 
mal waladih); all with the continuation “and truly a man’s son is part of 
his earnings.” See also note 107. 
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5. Muhammad b. Musa reported to me: I heard ‘Ali b. 
Ja‘far say: “My father went to see Abu ‘Abd Allah and took 
me with him. He said to him: ‘Abu ‘Abd Allah, this is my 
son,’ whereupon he supplicated on my behalf and told my 
father: “Let him work the marketplace and keep him away 
from boys his age.””” 


6. Zakariyya b. Yahya—Abt Yahya al-Naqid—reported to 
me: I consulted Abu ‘Abd Allah and said to him: ‘T rent 
myself out as a day labourer but my parents want me to 
open my own shop.’ He said: ‘So do! There might be a 
funeral, someone might get sick.’ I said: ‘It is hard work 
and my partner who is supposed to assist me does not do 
his part!’ He said: ‘So remind him of his duties.’ In other 
words the whole time he is urging to work and trade.” 


7. ‘Abd al-Malik al-Maymitini reported to me that Abt 
‘Abd Allah —Allah Most High have mercy on him— 
recounted that a man said to al-Sari b. Yahya who used to 
go trading at sea: “You” go to sea in pursuit of the wares 
of this world?” He replied: “I love to be independent from 
your kind of people!” 


52 : ‘ 
>” Le. to protect him from bad influence. 


= Meaning: you will then be in a position to help the bereaved or the 
sick person and their family. Al-Khallal elsewhere related from Abt: Bakr 
al-Marrudhi: “Abt ‘Abd Allah mentioned to me a poor man who was 
sick and said: ‘Go to him and ask him: What do you crave so that we can 
prepare it for you?’ [Later] he gave me something nice and said: 
‘Prepare it nicely.” Ibn al-Jawzi, Mandqib (p. 272 §51). 

** Te. a scholar such as you. Thus do many treat the ulema: they look 
down on them when they are poor and they question their piety when 
they seek income. 
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8. Yusuf b. Musa reported to us that Abu ‘Abd Allah— 
Allah have mercy on him—was once asked about the state- 
ment of Tawus: “O Allah, keep away from me property and 
progeny!”” He replied: “This was indeed related from 
‘Tawus—and who was like Tawts?” Then he said: “[Never- 
theless] Wealth is part of health (al-ghind min al-‘Gfiya).””° 


9. Ya‘qub b. Yusuf al-Muttawi‘i reported to us: I heard 
Abt Bakr b. Jannad say: I heard al-Jassasi say: I asked 
Ahmad b. Hanbal—Allah have mercy on him: “[Of] four 
dirhams of income [which is better]: a dirham from fair 
trade (tyjdra barra); a dirham from brotherly ties (silat al- 
tkhwan); a dirham from teaching wages (ajr ta‘lim); and a 
dirham from the land revenue (ghalla) of Baghdad?” He 
replied: “The most beloved to me is a dirham from fair 
trade and the most abhorrent to me is the one from bro- 
therly ties. As for teaching wages, if one needs it one may 
take it; and as for the land revenue of Baghdad, you are 
well aware of its [controversial] status, so why ask me about 
it?”?” 


°° ‘The full statement continues, “and grant me faith and deeds.” al- 
Khatib, Muwaddih Awhdm al-Jam‘ wal-Tafriq (ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. 
Yahya al-Mu‘allimi, 2 vols. Hyderabad: Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al- 
“Uthmaniyya, 1378/1959) 1:14. Another version has “O Allah, deprive 
me of abundant property and progeny but grant me faith and deeds.” 
Abt: Nu‘aym (4:9). “Give him wealth and progeny” was used as a curse 
in a sound Prophetic hadith narrated from Fudala b. ‘Ubayd by al- 
Tabarani, al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir (18:313 §808) and Ibn Hibban, Sahih 
(1:438-439 §208) and in the saying of the Companions, cf. Hathth 
(Haddad ed. p. 32-34). 

_ al-ghind min al-‘dfiya, a famous advice of the great Tabi‘: Abu Qilaba 
al-Basri to Ayytb al-Sakhtiyani cf. Ibn Abi al-Dunya, Jslah al-Mal (p. 76 
§224). 


57 « 


Some said Baghdad is a land of despoliation (dar ghasb)... while 
others said it consists of endowments, however, those we have seen of 
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10. ‘Abd al-Malik al-Maymtni reported to us: “Abu ‘Abd 
Allah—Allah have mercy on him—urged me to see to my 
estate (day‘a) and said: 


- What a loss is the estate without its owner nearby! 
- I have not visited my estate since the last time I saw you; I 
am keeping away from the sultan and I hate him. 


I complained to him about some of my problems caused by 
debt and necessity. He said: 


- What will you do when you cannot do without him [the 
sultan]? You have no choice here but to pray for him.” 

- Do I really have to? 

- What else can you do? 


I realised he advocated toleration and indulgence (al-tas ‘hil 
wal-rukhsa) for the most part. He said to me spontaneously 
one day: 


- Abt al-Hasan, be independent from people through your 
own hard work. There is nothing better than indepen- 
dence from people in my eyes! 

- Why are you telling me this? 

- Because if you have something, you can improve it, live in 
it, and develop it some more. You can do without the help 
of others thanks to it. Truly wealth is part of health! 


the scholars, judges, witnesses and jurists all agree that the land of 
Baghdad belongs to its respective owners and is valid to inherit, fructify 
and sell without reservation, and their ruling is conclusive.” al-Khatib, 
Tartkh Baghdad (1:21-22). 

ee Meaning: accept his gifts of land and monetary support and pray for 
him. 


The Exhortation to Trade, Industry and Work 51 


Thus he insisted on maintenance and development (al- 
islah) for me more than once, and to pursue independence 
from people through improvement of whatever I had been 
granted; and he criticised dependence on people in the 
harshest terms. I continued: 


- Our estate is part of al-Raqqa”™ a few days away and there 
is a Christian monastery. They live in complete isolation 
from people. There is only a small number of Christians 
there, and there is a town not far from it. 

- What town? 

- Well, it has a muezzin. 

- Is it part of Syro-Palestine (al-Sham) 
- No, it is part of Upper Mesopotamia (al-Jazira)”' toward 
Ra’s al-‘Ayn.” 

- A fine spot. (He meant for the monastery.) 

- There is just one thing that worries me. The monastery 1s 
isolated and there is no one there except Christians; but I 
dislike the fact that whenever I want to pray I cannot find 
anyone to pray with me. 

- When it is time to pray raise the call to prayer then the 
last call (gama); if anyone shows up pray with them, other- 
wise pray alone. 


60 b) 


°° An Iraqi city that was the imperial capital in Abbasid times, on the 
north bank of the Euphrates in present-day north central Syria about 
160 km east of Aleppo. Siffin was part of al-Raqqa and hence it houses 
the tomb of Uways al-Qarani who died in that battle. 


" Present-day Syria, Lebanon, Palestine and Jordan. 


eh Jaziva means “island” in reference to the area between the Tigris and 
the Euphrates i.e. northwestern Iraq, northeastern Syria and southeast- 
ern Turkey. Its major cities are Mosul, Deir ez-Zor, Raqqa, al-Hasaka, 
Busayra, Diyarbakr, Qamishli and Mardin: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Al- 
Jazira,_Mesopotamia. 

Bee city of north Syria on the Turkish border, part of al-Hasaka gover- 
norate. 
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So Abu ‘Abd Allah—Allah have mercy on him—thought 
well of that place and was keen for me to live there. He was 
evidently happy when I described it to him and how 
isolated it was. I said: 


- The town is just over a mil™ away from me so I can go 
there for Jumu‘a and do my prayers the rest of the week in 
the monastery. 

- In that place what can you do if you have no one to pray 
with you? Just raise the first and final calls to prayer then 
pray alone. 


I would see Abu ‘Abd Allah go and fix something with his 
own hand. He would mend whatever needed mending and 
frequently checked his living quarters. I visited him more 
than once at night (baytan) and saw him striking the 
ground with his hand and leveling the soil with his own 
hand.™ 


11. Muhammad b. Musa reported to me: Abu ‘Abd 
Allah—Allah have mercy on him—said to me in 219 (834) 
the year al-Mu‘tasim came to power,” when I visited him 
as he was buttressing something with mud with his own 
hand: “For this,” he said, gesturing toward the residents, 
as if saying he was mending it to lease it out (/i-kird). 


12. Zuhayr b. Salih b. Ahmad b. Hanbal—Allah be well- 


°° The mil is variously defined by the lexicographers as the distance as 
far as the eye can see or one third of a parasang, which comes to | 
English mile= 1.609km. 

4 This detail is meant to illustrate what Imam Ahmad meant by his 
advice and also to show that he humbly practised what he preached. 


° The Berlin ms. has “in 217.” 
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pleased with him—said: I heard my father [Salih] say: “At 
times he [Ahmad] would take the adze (gadiim) and go to 
someone’s residence to do some manual labour. 


13. Muhammad b. Abi Harun reported to us that Ishaq b. 
Ibrahim b. Hani’ narrated to them: Abu “Abd Allah—Allah 
have mercy on him—once told me: 


A little property you maintain will endure, 
but even a vast property is lost when it goes to ruin.” 


14. Hartn b. Ziyad reported to us: Ibn Abi ‘Umar nar- 
rated to us: Sufyan narrated to us: from Mis‘ar: from Sa‘d 
b. Ibrahim: from Humayd b. ‘Abd al-Rahman, that ‘Umar 
b. al-Khattab—Allah be well-pleased with him—said: “I 
fear foolish mismanagement (khurq) for you more than des- 
titution (‘awaz)! Nothing is lost through repair but nothing 
remains once it gets ruined.””” 


15. Harb b. Isma‘il reported to me: al-Musayyab b. Wadih 
narrated to us: Ash‘ath—Ibn Shu‘ba—said: “I said to 


°° Said by the poet al-Mutalammis al-Duba‘i cf. Ibn Qutayba, ‘Uyin al- 
Akhbar (4 vols. Cairo: Dar al-Kutub wal-Watha’iq al-Qawmiyya, 1996) 
2:195 and elsewhere. 

°7 The context was that news had reached ‘Umar that someone in a 
detachment riding back from al-Qadisiyya had a mare that gave birth in 
the night but in the morning he slaughtered the foal—a common 
practice—saying: “What, am I going to live to ride it?” ‘Umar wrote: 
“Take good care of whatever property Allah bestows on you and there is 
plenty of time for such a matter.” Hannad b. Sari, al-Zuhd (ed. “Abd al- 
Rahman al-Fariyawa’i, 2 vols., Kuwait: Dar al-Khulafa’ lil-Kitab al-Islami, 
1406/1985) 2:655 §1441; Waki‘ b. al-Jarrah, al-Zuhd (ed. ‘Abd al- 
Rahman al-Fariyawa’i, 3 vols., Madina: Maktabat al-Dar, 1404/1984) 
3:785 §470; al-Bukhari, al-Adab al-Mufrad (ed. Samir Zuhayri, 2 vols., 
Riyadh: Maktabat al-Ma ‘arif, 1419/1998) 1:242 §478, Bab istind< al-mal. 
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Ibrahim b. Ad’ham™: ‘I work for hire in the marketplace 
and at times I miss the congregational prayer.’ He said: 
‘Work for hire for a while so that you will become self- 
sufficient, and do your prayers on time.”””’ 


16. Abu Bakr al-Marwadhi reported to us: I heard Abt 
Ja‘far al-Khurasani say: I heard Shu ‘ayb say: I asked Sufyan 
al-Thawri’’: “What do you see about a bleacher (gassdr) 
who earns one dirham in which is his and his dependants’ 
sustenance, but he cannot make it to the congregational 
prayer; however, if he merely earns four dawadniq’’ he can 
make it to the congregational prayer but does not have 
enough to feed both himself and his dependants: which is 
better?” He replied: “For him to earn a dirham and pray 
alone is preferable.””” 


17. Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us: I said to Abt 
‘Abd Allah: “What was the reason Sufyan al-Thawri tra- 
velled to Yemen?” He replied: “For trade and to meet 
Ma‘mar.” They said: “He had one hundred dinars?” He 
replied: “Seventy for certain” (ammd sab ‘tin fa-sahiha). 


* A major ascetic, see biographical dictionary. 


°° Le. the worker may not be able to attend the congregation (jamd‘a) 
without permission from the employer but the latter cannot prevent him 
from at least performing prayers on time, individually. In contexts of 
outright hostility the Shari‘a, moreover, permits praying in a manner 


unnoticeable to others. 


70 ‘ : ; LSM 
Another famous ascetic, see biographical dictionary. 


” The daniq is one sixth of a dirham, so four dawdniq are 2/3 of a 
dirham. See al-Hariri, Maqdayis, s.v. 

™ See to that effect the biographical notice on Sufyan and his reply to 
Ibn Mahdi who was missing congregational prayers for the sake of serv- 
ing him on his deathbed. This all refers to strict necessity. Workers or 
merchants who have more than a day’s need are of course not excused. 
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18. Yahya b. Talib al-Antaki reported to us: al-Musayyab 
b. Wadih narrated to us: Yusuf b. Asbat said to me: “Sufyan 
al-Thawri died leaving 200 dinars.” I asked him: “How did 
he, the ascetic (zdhid) among scholars, have 200 dinars?” 
He replied: “Time after time he would place something 
(yada‘ al-shay’) with his brothers, and blessings ensued for 
him because of that.” He would say: ‘Never were resources 
(al-quwwa) more beneficial for those who have them since 
Allah Most High sent Muhammad—upon him blessings 
and peace—than in our time.” 


19. Muhammad b. ‘Amr b. Mukram reported to me: I 
heard Abt al-Hasan al-Zahid (the Ascetic) say that a man 
asked Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna: “Can someone be an ascetic 
when he owns 100 dinars?” He replied yes. “How?” the 
man asked. Sufyan replied: “If it gets depleted he does not 
worry and if it increases he does not rejoice, nor does he 
abhor parting with it through death.” 


20. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn b. Hartn reported to us: Muhammad 
b. Muhammad al-‘Attar narrated to me: Husayn b. “Ali b. 
al-Aswad said: from ‘Ubayd Allah b. Musa who said: I 
heard Sufyan al-Thawri say: “Money in our time is a 
weapon.” 


21. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab reported to me: Abt 
Bakr—i.e. b. Hammad al-Muqri’—narrated to us: Ahmad 
b. Ya‘qub narrated to us: Abt al-Fath [Nasr b. al-Mughira] 


” Le. in the form of investments, partnership, loans, gifts, deposits, or 
storage of goods. 


7 ‘also related as “Never before were assets (al-‘udda) so vital as in our 
time.” Abt Nu‘aym (6:380). 
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narrated to us: “Sufyan disparaged those people—those 
who do not view work [as licit] (al-ladhina la yarawn al-‘amal). 
He also said: ‘Abu Bakr—i.e. al-Siddiq—saw a young man 
begging (yas’al) so he hired him to work for him.” 


22. Ahmad b. Mansur al-Ramadi reported to us: ‘Abd al- 
Razzaq narrated to us: Muhammad b. Thawr narrated to 
us: Sufyan al-Thawri would pass by us as we sat in the 
Sacred Mosque and ask: “What made you sit here?” They 
said: “What else can we do?” He said: “Ask for the bounty 
of Allah and do not be dependants of the Muslims.”” 


23. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal—Allah 
be well-pleased with him—narrated to us: Muhanna nar- 
rated to me: Abu Hazim—a shaykh that lived in our area 
in Acre (‘Akka)—narrated to me that Sufyan al-Thawri 
said: “It is incumbent on a man to seek knowledge if he 
has his pittance [lit. a palmful of food].” 


23a. I also heard Muhammad b. Ishaq mention: from 
“Abd Allah b. Abi Sa‘id: from Ibn Abi ‘Utba: from Sufyan 
al-Thawri: “If you have wheat then turn to worship; if not 
then seek after it’—meaning seek its lawful portion (ya‘ni 
min hillih). 


24. Abu Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us: I heard Abt 
Ja‘far al-Khurasani say: Abu Salih narrated to us: I heard 
Yusuf b. Asbat say to Shu‘ayb b. Harb: “Do you realise that 
seeking a lawful income is a categorical obligation (farida)?” 
He said yes. 


7 Also related from ‘Umar by Ibn Abi al-Dunya in Islah al-Mal (p. 74 
§219). 
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25. Abu Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us: from Abu ‘Abd 
Allah: from Abu Ja‘far al-Hadhdha’: from Shu‘ayb b. 
Harb: “Do not scorn a penny (fals) you acquire by obeying 
Allah. You might buy with it beans that will hardly settle in 
your stomach before all your sins are forgiven.” 


26. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Samad al-Muqri’ 
reported to us: Yusuf b. Muslim narrated to us: I heard 
‘Ali b. Bakkar say: “Ibrahim b. Ad’ham used to work for 
hire (kana yu-ajir nafsah), Sulayman al-Khawwas scavenged 
(yalqut)’° and Hudhayfa [al-Mar‘ashi] was a brickmaker 
(yadrib al-labin).” 


27. Ahmad b. al-Faraj Abu ‘Utba al-Himsi reported to us: 
Baqiyya narrated to us that whenever someone asked 
Ibrahim b. Ad’ham “How are your” he would reply: “I am 
well as long as no one other than myself carries the burden 
of feeding me.” 


28. Harb b. Isma‘il reported to us: al-Musayyab b. Wadih 
narrated to us: Ash‘ath b. Shu‘ba said: Ibrahim b. Ad’ham 
said to one of his brothers: “Do not be without a trade 
(hirfa). When you have that, you have work; but when you 
have no trade you will be notorious (‘“urifta).””” 


Le. spoiled or discarded food or garments, or the ears of grain which 
the sickles had missed during harvest, etc. See biographical entry on 
Sulayman al-Khawwas. 

Ce, you will be labeled as someone in need, which is tantamount to 
begging as Ibrahim b. Ad’ham narrated from Sa‘id b. al-Musayyab: 
“Whoever keeps to the mosque and quits his trade and accepts every 
donation has begged with importunity (gad alhafa fil-swal).” Ibn Abi al- 
Dunya, Islah al-Mal (p. 76 §228). 
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29. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. al-Qasim al-Azdi reported to 
us: Tahir b. Muhammad al-Tamimi narrated to us: al-Fayd 
b. Ishaq narrated to us: I asked al-Fudayl b. “Iyad: “If a 
man were to sit in his house claiming that he trusts in Allah 
and his sustenance will come to him [what is his status]?” 
He replied: “It means that when he trusts in Allah until he 
is sure that he most certainly trusts in Him, there is noth- 
ing preventing him if that is what he wants. However, 
neither the Prophets nor the non-Prophets did this. Pro- 
phets used to work for hire. The Prophet—upon him bless- 
ings and peace—worked for hire, as did Abu Bakr and 
“Umar. They never said, ‘We shall sit at home until Allah 
sends sustenance.’ Indeed, Allah Most High said in His 
Book, and seek after the bounty of Allah (al-Jumu‘a 62:10). 
Therefore one must work for a living.” 


30. ‘Umar b. ‘Ali reported to me: Harti b. Sufyan al- 
Mustamli narrated to us: I heard Aswad b. Salim say: “Buy 
and sell even without any gain.” 


31. ‘Abd al-Malik [b. ‘Abd al-Hamid] al-Maymtni re- 
ported to me: Abt al-‘Abbas [Muhammad b. Ya‘qub al- 
Asamm] the companion of Aba ‘Utba”™ narrated to me: I 
asked Bishr b. al-Harith about earning [a livelihood] and 
he said: “Yes, by my life!” as if to say he did not accept any 
alternative. He also said: “One must be watchful over one’s 
[lawful] income, sustenance, and residence. One must 
scrutinise one’s trade.” 


32. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Khilid al-Barathi reported 
to us: When news of what was spent on us out of our 


78 See §27 and §42. 
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father’s inheritance reached Bishr b. al-Harith he said to 
me: “It grieves me to hear that so much of that wealth was 
spent on you. You must go gently and spend frugally. I 
would much prefer for you to sleep hungry but be in pos- 
session of your wealth than sated but deprived of it!””” 


32a. [al-Barathi continued:] Bishr also said to me in the 
same exchange: “News has reached me that you are not 
keeping a work schedule at the marketplace. Keep a work 
schedule at the marketplace!” Then we talked some more 
and again he said: “Keep a work schedule at the market- 
place even if not.” It came to my heart that he meant: even 
if you make no profit. He also said: “Give salam to your 
mother and tell her to go gently and spend frugally.” 


33. Abu Bakr al-Marrudhi reported to me that he heard 
one of his shaykhs say: I heard Abu Yusuf al-Ghasuli say: 
“Twelve dirhams a year are enough for me—one dirham a 
month. The only thing that pushes me to work is the 
tongue of those devotees (qurra’)*’ who keep asking: ‘From 
where does Abt Yusuf get his sustenance?” 


34. Abt Bakr also reported to us: I heard Harami b. Yusuf 
say: I heard Abu Yusuf al-Ghasuli say: “I have been the 
jurisprudent (fagth) of my food for 60 years.” 


” This is advice from Bishr al-Hafi against extravagance and luxury and 
a confirmation that savings are not only lawful but advisable. 

*° The word qurra> (sing. qari’) literally means “Qur’an reciters” but 
here refers to uneducated worshipers as in the saying reported from 
Malik b. Dinar and Habib al-Farisi: “I swear that shaytan plays with the 
qurra> the way little boys play with marbles,” after which Ibn al-Jawzi 
comments: “What is meant by al-qurra’ is al-zuhhdd, it is an o and well- 
known appellation for them.” Ibn al-Jazwi, Talbis (2:915-917 §174-175). 
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35. Abu Bakr al-Marrudhi reported to me: I heard Ishaq b. 
Dawud say: I heard al-Hasan b. al-Rabi‘ say: “I would 
prefer to earn a single girat*' rather than have someone 
help me out with ten dirhams.” 


36. Abt Bakr also reported to me: I heard Muhammad b. 
Mudgatil say: “A man must scrutinise the provenance of his 
daily bread and the provenance of his dirham. Sufyan said: 
‘Do the deeds of heroes—meaning earn a lawful living.” 


37. Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us that he read 
before Abu ‘Abd Allah—Allah have mercy on him—that 
Ibn Mahdi related from Sufyan: from ‘Amr b. Qays: from 
‘Asim: from Abt Wa’il: “One dirham from trade is dearer 
to me than ten from a donation.” 


38. Harb reported to me: Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman 
al-Ju‘fi narrated to us: Abu Usama narrated to us: from 
Yazid b. Ibrahim al-Tustari: from al-Hasan: “There are two 


delicious foods: a man’s load on his back and the work of 
his hand.” 


39. Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Mahdi reported to me: 
‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Rabi‘a narrated to us: Ibn al- 
Mubarak narrated to us: from Sufyan: from ‘Amr b. Qays: 
from ‘Asim b. Abi al-Najud: from Abt Wa’ il, this hadith: 


*! One sixteenth of a dirham. See al-Hariti, Magqayis, s.v. 


ne Sufyan’s full statement is “Do the deeds of heroes: earn a lawful 
livelihood and spend on your dependants” (‘alayka bi-‘amal al-abtal: al- 
kasb min al-halal wal-infaq ‘ald al-‘iydl), also related as a saying of 
Ibrahim b. Ad’ham, Muhammad b. Wasi‘, Ibn al-Mubarak, and even as 
a Prophetic hadith cf. Hathth, al-Haddad ed. (p. 63). 
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40. Muhammad also reported to us: Waki‘ narrated to us: 
from Sufyan: from ‘Amr b. Qays: from ‘Asim b. Abi al- 
Najud: from Abt Wa7il: “One dirham from trade is more 
beloved to me than ten from a donation.”*” 


41. al-Hasan b. ‘Arafa™ reported to us: Qudama b. Shihab 
al-Mazini al-Basri narrated to me: from Isma‘il b. Abi 
Khalid: from Wabara: from Ibn ‘Umar: the Prophet—Allah 
bless and salute him—was asked about the purest earning 
(atyab al-kasb) and he replied: “The work of a man’s own 
hand and every lawful-and-blessed sale (bay‘ mabriir).”* 


42. Ahmad b. al-Faraj Abu ‘Utba al-Himsi reported to us: 
Baqiyya [b. al-Walid] narrated to us: from Shu‘ba: from al- 
Hakam;*° 


42a. Ahmad also reported to us: al-Hasan [b. ‘Ali b. 
“Affan al-Kufi] narrated to us: Yahya b. Adam narrated to 
us: ‘Abd al-Salam [b. Harb] and Ibn al-Mubarak narrated 
to us: from Shu‘ba: from al-Hakam: from Mujahid, con- 
cerning the saying of Allah Most High, eat of the pure things 
we have granted you for sustenance (Surat al-Baqara 2:57 and 
2:172; Surat al-A‘raf 7:160; Strat Taha 20:81), that he 
said: “Trade.”*” 


® This brings to three the prestigious narrators of the same report 
(§§37, 39-40): Ibn Mahdi, Ibn al-Mubarak, and Waki‘, all of them from 
Sufyan with the same chain between the latter and Abt Wa’ il. 


ia? major hadith scholar, see biographical glossary. 


*° al-Tabarani through trustworthy narrators cf. al-Haythami (4:61) and 
it is confirmed by many Companions cf. Hathth (Haddad ed. p. 66-69). 


*° First of two chains through Abt ‘Utba al-Himsi for the report. 


*7 Some mss. (cf. Riyadh University ms. Majmti‘ 1928 and Zahiriyya ms. 
116) here erroneously have eat of the pure things you have earned which 
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43. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali reported to us: Yahya b. Adam 
narrated to us: Warqa’ narrated to us: from Ibn Abi Najih: 
from Mujahid, concerning the saying of Allah Most High 
spend out of the pure things you have earned (Strat al-Baqara 
2:267): “From trade.”** 


44, Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us: al-Warkani nar- 
rated to us: al-Mu‘afa b. ‘Imran narrated to us: from 
Sufyan: from al-A‘mash: from Ibrahim who said: “It used 
to be said that the trader is better than the idler (al-tqjir 
khayrun min al-jalis).” 


45. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal reported to us: my 
father—Allah have mercy on him—narrated to me: Sufyan 
[b. ‘Uyayna] narrated to us: from Abt Ishaq: “They consi- 
dered affluence (sa‘a) a help in one’s religion.” Sufyan was 
asked: “Sufyan al-Thawri mentioned that?” He said yes.* 


46. Muhammad b. Mahdi b. Ja‘far al-Stri reported to us 
in Tyre (Sur): I heard my father say: “I was in Tarsus 


blurs together two verses: eat of the pure things we have granted you for 
sustenance (see above) and spend out of the pure things you have earned 
(Strat al-Baqara 2:267) which comes up several times in the next pages. 
Al-Kawthari preserved this error in his edition of al-Hathth while Abu 
Ghudda changed it to eat of the pure things we have granted you for 
sustenance and al-Haddad changed it to spend of the pure things you have 
earned. The only authentic version of Mujahid’s gloss appears to be the 
latter (2:267) as gleaned from the dition of his own Tafsir as well as those 
of Sa‘id b. Manstir, Tabari, Ibn Abi Hatim, Ibn al-Mundhir, Abt Hayyan. 
** See also §§55, 65. 


*° To ascertain the narrative chain for this specific narration since both 
Sufyans generally took hadith from Abt Ishaq (see him in the biogra- 
phical glossary) but Ibn ‘Uyayna also narrated from him through al- 
Thawri’s intermediary. 
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(Tarasts) when al-Ma’mtn came there, bringing with him 
Ahmad b. Hanbal—Allah have mercy on him—and Ibn 
Nuh, both of them in chains.”” Ahmad b. Hanbal wrote to 
me on a slip of paper: “You are aware of our situation, were 
it not for which I would have come to you. However, if you 
can possibly come to see us then do.’ I went to see them 
and was able to speak to them. Among the reports Ahmad 
b. Hanbal—Allah have mercy on him—wrote from me: 
Damra narrated to us: from Raja’ b. Abi Salama: from 
“Abd Rabbih b. Sulayman b. Zunbtr: from Ibn Muhayriz: 
“There is no food that fills the space between my two flanks 
after I have toiled more beloved to me, even the daintiest 
dishes, than the food of a truthful merchant (dir sadtq).”” 


47. Bishr b. Misa al-Asadi wrote me: ‘Abd Allah b. Salih 
al-“Tjli narrated to us: Isra’il narrated to us: from Abu 
Hamza: “I asked Ibrahim [= al-Nakha‘i] about a man who 
quits trade—meaning he devotes himself to prayer; and 
another man who busies himself with trading: which is 
better? He replied: ‘A trustworthy trader.” 


48. al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. ‘Affan reported to us: Yahya b. 
“Affan narrated to us: Qays [b. al-Rabi‘] narrated to us: 
from ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Ata’: from Abt Ja‘far: “At the time 
[“Uthman] b. ‘Affan was killed the [yearly] revenue (ghalla) 
of his datepalm orchards had reached 100,000 [dinars].”” 


°° Tt must have been other than Ibn Nuh (see biographies) since he had 
fallen sick and died in Anah (‘Ana), an Iraqi town near the Euphrates 
about 320km west of Baghdad—where Ahmad prayed over him and 
buried him—after being taken from his home in Baghdad to al-Raqqa in 
Syria, long before reaching Tarsus. 


°! Cf. “The agricultural land revenue (khardj) of Samarra (Surramanra’a) 
was 400,000 dinars a year.” al-Ya‘qubi, Kitab al-Bulddn (Leiden: Brill, 
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49, al-‘Abbas b. Muhammad al-Dutri reported to us—I my- 
self asked him: Ja‘far b. “Awn narrated to us: al-A‘mash nar- 
rated to us: from Salama: from Abu Zabyan: ‘Umar said: 
“Abu Zabyan, invest in some holdings (ittakhidh malan).”*” 


50. Ahmad b. Mansur Zaj al-Marrtdhi reported to us: al- 
Nadr b. Shumayl narrated to us: Shu‘ba b. al-Hajjaj nar- 
rated to us: I heard Qatada say: I heard Mutarrif b. “Abd 
Allah al-Shikhkhir say: from Hakim b. Qays b. ‘Asim: from 
his father, that the latter counseled his sons: “You must 
have wealth and increase it (“alaykwm bil-mal wa-istind hye 
for it is the incentive (manbaha) of the generous and pro- 
vides autonomy from the misers. Never ask others. Asking 
[people] is a man’s last avenue of income. When I die do 
not wail over me. No one wailed over the Messenger of 
Allah—Allah bless and greet him.” 


51. Harb b. Isma‘il al-Kirmani reported to us: Bashshar b. 
Musa narrated to us: “Abbad narrated to us: Yahya b. Sa‘id 
narrated to us: from Sa‘id b. al-Musayyab: “There is no 
goodness in someone who does not seek wealth by which to 
repay his debt, preserve his good name (‘i7rd), meet his 


1892) p. 364. Abt Ja‘far is Muhammad al-Baqir, b. ‘Ali b. al-Husayn. 

"3 Namely livestock, as explicitly mentioned in another version whereby 
“Umar asked: “How much do you own, Abt: Zabyan?” “Presently I have 
2,500 [dinars].” “So invest in some livestock; soon little boys (ughaylima, 
i.e. the Umayyads) from Quraysh will come [to power] and prevent this 
[kind of] gift.” Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr, Jami‘ Baydn al-‘Ilm (Cairo: Idarat al- 
Tiba‘at al-Muniriyya, 1346?/1928?) 2:14. 

°° Other versions of this report have: “You must tend to your property” 
(‘alaykum bi-istilah al-mal) cf. al-Tabarani, al-Mu‘jam al-Kabir (18:340 
§870); Ibn Shabba, Tarikh al-Madinat al-Munawwara (ed. ‘Ali Muhammad 
Dandal and Yasin Sa‘d al-Din Bayan, 2 vols., Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al- 
“Imiyya, 1417/1996) 2:533. 
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responsibilities, and if he dies he leaves it as an inheritance 
to those after him.” 


52. Muhammad b. Isma‘il al-Ahmasi reported to us: 
Waki* informed us: from Sufyan: from Yahya b. Sa‘id: 
from Sa‘id b. al-Musayyab that the latter left a few dinars 
[for his heirs] and said: “O Allah! You know that I did not 
gather it other than to maintain my religion and my good 
name. There is no good in someone who does not gather 
wealth with which he can repay his debt and protect his 
reputation (yakuffu bihi wajhah).” 


53. Harb b. Isma‘il reported to us: Abt: Ma‘n al-Raqashi 
narrated to us: “Umar b. Dharr informed us: from Mujahid: 
“When Allah grants one of you a thousand dirhams, let 
him not spend it and then say ‘Allah will sustain me.’ 
Rather, let him seek within it of the bounty of Allah.””* 


54. Muhammad b. Isma‘il reported to us: Waki‘ informed 
us: from Musa b. ‘Ali b. Rabah al-Lakhmi: from his father: 
I heard ‘Amr b. al-‘As say: 


The Messenger of Allah—Allah bless and salute him 
—said to me: “‘Amr, get dressed, gird your weapon 
and come and see me.” I did so and found him mak- 
ing his ablution. He trained his eye on me to make 
sure who it was and said: “‘Amr, I want to send you 
in a certain direction where Allah Almighty will keep 
you safe and enrich you. It is my good wish for you 
that you come into wealth.” I said: “Messenger of 


sa Br put it to work wisely in between avarice and prodigality, cf. And do 
not keep your hand chained to your neck (when spending), nor open it 
completely, so that you will sit blamed and destitute (Strat al-Isra’ 17:29). 
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Allah, I did not submit out of desire for wealth but 
only out of desire for jihad and always being with 
you.” He said: ‘Amr, righteous wealth for a righteous 
person is a wonderful thing!”” 


55. Muhammad reported to us: Waki‘ informed us: from 
Shu‘ba: from al-Hakam: from Mujahid, [regarding] spend 
out of the pure things you have earned (Strat al-Baqara 2:267): 
“From trade.””° 


56. Muhammad reported to us: Yunus b. Abi Ishaq nar- 
rated to us: from his father: from ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abza: 
“Dawud the Prophet—upon him peace—said: “What won- 
derful helpers (‘awn) are wealth (ghind) and affluence 
(yasar) toward religion!”*” 


57. Muhammad reported to us: Waki‘ narrated to us: 
from Sufyan: from al-‘Ala’ b. al-Musayyab: from [Wahb] 
Ibn Munabbih: “Poverty is certainly the greatest death.” 


58. Muhammad reported to us: Waki‘ informed us: from 
Muhammad b. Salim: from Ibn Abi Mulayka: from ‘AVisha: 
“Abu Bakr—Allah be well-pleased with him—was the most 


°° Ahmad (4:202-203) and others through the narrators of al-Bukhari or 
Muslim cf. al-Haythami (4:64). 

°° CE. $843, 65. 

mf Ibn Abi Shayba, Musannaf (ed. Mukhtar Ahmad al-Nadwi, 2nd ed., 15 
vols., Mumbai: al-Dar al-Salafiyya, 1399/1979) 13:204 §16111. A 
Prophetic hadith narrated from Abt Sa‘id al-Khudri states “ Truly this 
money is verdant and sweet; whoever takes it rightfully and puts it in its 
rightful place, what a wonderful helper it is!” al-Bukhari (Rigdq, ma 
yuhdhar min zahrat al-dunyd) and Muslim (Zakat, takhawwuf ma yakhruj 
min zahrat al-dunya). 
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trade-proficient (atjar) of all Quraysh until he became 
involved in governance.” 


59. Muhammad reported to us: Waki‘ informed us: from 
al-A‘mash: from Khaythama: Abu al-Darda’—Allah be 
well-pleased with him—said: “I was a merchant before 
Allah sent forth the Prophet—upon him blessings and 
peace. When the Prophet was sent I wanted to join between 
trading and worship but this proved impossible. So I quit 
trading and turned to worship.” 


60. Muhammad reported to us: Waki‘ narrated to us: from 
Mis‘ar: from Abu Yahya:” from a shaykh of theirs: “I saw 
“Ali wearing a coarse waist-wrap. He said: ‘I bought it for 
five dirhams; whoever gives me a dirham of profit for it, I 
will sell it to him.” 


61. Muhammad reported to us: Waki‘ informed us: from 
Sharik: from Simak b. Harb: from ‘Ikrima: from Ibn 
‘“Abbas—Allah be well-pleased with him and his father: “A 
camel caravan reached Madina. The Prophet—upon him 
blessings and peace—bought [on credit] from them and 
[later sold the wares and] made a few ounces of profit 
which he distributed among the widows of Banu ‘Abd al- 
Muttalib. He then said: ‘I will no longer buy anything un- 
less I have its price.’”'”° 


°° This position is well-established on the part of Abt al-Darda’. Other 
cases of similar dedication were Abt. Hurayra and al-Bukhari, who pur- 
sued the acquisition of knowledge full-time even when famished. Others 
such as Abt Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf etc. were 
able to join trade and worship: Hathth (al-Haddad ed. p. 92-96). 

ie This is Yazid b. al-Kala‘i, an unknown; cf. Abi Nu‘aym (7:269-270). 


8. Ahmad (1:235); Abu. Dawtid (Buyu‘, al-tashdid fil-dayn), and al- 
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62. Muhammad reported to us: Waki‘ informed us: from 
‘Amr b. ‘Isa b. Na‘ama: Hurayth b. al-Rabi‘ al-‘Adawi nar- 
rated to us: I heard ‘Umar b. al-Khattab say: 


Three types of travel have been made obligatory for 
you: Hajj, “Umra, and when a man seeks [the bounty 
of Allah] in any one of those [well-known licit] ways. 
Then the one who is self-sufficient (al-mustaghni) and 
the one who gives charity (al-mutasaddiq)—meaning: 
they are better [than those who are not self-sufficient 
nor able to give charity]. By Allah! if I were to die in 
any one of those ways it would be lovelier to me than 
dying in my own bed; and if you called it martyrdom 
(shahada) I would certainly consider it martyrdom."”' 


63. Yahya reported to us: ‘Abd al-Wahhab narrated to us: 
Sa‘id informed us: from Qatada: from ‘Umar b. al-Khattab: 


O people! It was proclaimed as an obligation upon 
you'”’ that each of you must use his wealth to seek 
something of the bounty of Allah. Therein lie true 


Hakim, Mustadrak (2:24). “Lest he get into debt and then cannot repay, 
because it might lead to his dying in a state of debt”: Abt al-Hasan al- 
Sindi, Hashiyat Musnad al-Imam Ahmad b. Hanbal (ed. Ntr al-Din Talib, 17 
vols., Qatar: Wizarat al-Awqaf wal-Shu’tn al-Islamiyya, 1428/2008) 2:356 


§1224. 


! The Prophet—upon him blessings and peace—had called ‘Umar a 


shahid on several occasions and the latter often prayed for “martyrdom 
in Madina” to the point his daughter wondered how it would reach him 
there. He replied to her—as he also did from the pulpit on Jumu‘a: 
“Truly, the One who brought me out from Makka unto migration to 
Madina is able to bring me martyrdom in it!” al-Tabarani in al-Awsat 
through trustworthy narrators cf. al-Haythami (9:54-55), cf. al-Bukhari 
(Fad@ il al-Madina, karaha an tu‘ra al-Madina), from Aslam. 


10° Mss.: khudhiba ‘alaykum and kutiba ‘alaykum, which are synonymous. 
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worship and the confirmation of faith (al-tasdiq). I 
swear it by Allah! If I were to die sitting between the 
two pommels of my saddle while roaming the earth 
seeking the bounty of Allah with my capital, it would 
be lovelier to me than to die in my own bed. 


64. Yahya reported to us: ‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Ata’ al-‘Tjli 
narrated to us: Sa‘id b. Abi ‘Aruba informed us: from 
Qatada b. Di‘ama who said regarding this verse: Believers! 
Do not wrongfully consume each other’s wealth except through 
mutually agreed trade (Strat al-Nisa’ 4:29):'” 


Trade (tijdra) here is one of the types of sustenance 
granted by Allah (rizqun min rizq Allah) and one of the 
types of licit income granted by Allah (haldlun min 
halal Allah) for whoever pursues it with its requisite 
truthfulness and piety (bi-sedqiha wa-birriha). 


65. Yahya reported to us: ‘Abd al-Wahhab informed us: 
Shu‘ba informed us: from al-Hakam b. ‘Utayba: from 
Mujahid who said regarding this verse, Believers! spend out 
of the pure things you have earned (Strat al-Baqara 2:267): 
“Out of trade.”!™ 


66. Yahya narrated to me: ‘Abd al-Wahhab informed us: 
Sa‘id informed us: from Qatada: “It used to be narrated to 


103 4 6 > 
Mistranslated by Muhammad Asad as “Do not devour one another’s 


possessions wrongfully—not even by way of trade based on mutual agree- 
ment” as he did not understand that the exceptive illa@ here denotes a 
“dissociated exception” (istithna’ munfasil/mungati‘) in the sense of “but 
rather” cf. Wright, Grammar of Arabic 11.335D (§186) and linguistic com- 
mentaries (e.g. al-Zamakhshari, al-Baydawi, Ibn ‘Atiyya, Abt al-Su ‘tid...). 
CE. $43, §55. 
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us'” that the truthful and trustworthy merchant (al-tdir al- 


sadugq al-amin) is with the seven [types] that are in the shade 
of the Throne on the Day of Resurrection.”'”° 


67. Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us: from Abu ‘Abd 
Allah: ‘Abd al-Razzaq narrated to us: Ma‘mar informed 
us: Hammam b. Munabbih narrated to us: “This is what 
Abt Hurayra narrated to us from the Messenger of Allah— 
upon him blessings and peace: ‘Dawud never ate other 
than from the work of his own hand.’”!”” 


68. Harb reported to me: Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman 
reported to me: Abu Usama narrated to us: from Hisham 
b. ‘Urwa: from his father [‘Urwa b. al-Zubayr]: “Dawud 
addressed people from his pulpit while plaiting palm- 
leaves (khis) with his hand. He made large baskets (quffa) 
and other things with it. Then he would send it out with 
whoever was in charge of selling it and he would eat from 
its proceeds. '”* 


69. Harb reported to me: Ahmad b. Hanbal narrated to 
us: Hartin narrated to us: Damra narrated to us: from 


105 ote er eeee . 
* When a Tabi‘i says this it implies such a saying was narrated from 


several Companions and was widespread among them. 

'8 Narrated as a Prophetic hadith from Abt Sa‘id al-Khudri in the 
wording “the truthful and trustworthy merchant is with the Prophets, 
the Siddiqin, the Shuhad@ and the Salihin on the Day of Resurrection” by 
al-Tirmidhi (Buyu‘, md j@ fi tark al-shubuhat) and Ibn Majah (Tijarat, al- 
hathth ‘ald al-kasb). 

wm Ahmad (2:214); cf. al-Bukhari (Buyu‘, kasb al-rajul wa-‘amaluh bi- 
yadih) from al-Miqdam in the wording: “No one ever ate better food 
than the work of his hand. Truly the Prophet of Allah, Dawid—upon 
him peace, used to eat from the work of his hand.” 


'°8 Thn Abi Shayba, Musannaf (11:551) as a saying of ‘Urwa. 
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[‘Uthman] Ibn ‘Ata’: from his father [‘Ata’ al-Khurasani]: 
“Sulayman b. Dawud plaited palm-leaves with his own hands 
and ate barley bread.”'” 


70. Harb reported to me: ‘Ali b. ‘Uthman narrated to us: 
Hushaym narrated to us: al-‘Awwam b. Hawshab informed 
us: al-Qasim b. ‘Awf reported to me that Ka‘b [al-Ahbar] 
said: “Idris [the Prophet] was a righteous man who devoted 
himself to worshipping Allah, fasted and prayed. He was a 
taylor (khayyat) and gave alms out of the surplus of his 
income.” 


71. Harb reported to me: ‘Ali b. ‘Uthman narrated to us: 
Hammad b. Salama informed us; 


71a. also, al-Dtri reported to us: ‘Arim narrated to us: 
Hammad b. Salama narrated to us: from Thabit: from Abu 
Rafi‘: from Abt Hurayra: the Messenger of Allah, upon him 
blessings and peace, said: “Zakariyya was a carpenter.”'"” 


72. al-‘Abbas al-Duri reported to us: ‘Arim narrated to us: 
Hammad b. Salama narrated to us: ‘Ali b. Zayd narrated 
to us: from Sa‘id b. al-Musayyab: “Luqman was a taylor.”'"! 


73. ‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Maymini reported 
to us: Harun b. Ma‘ruf narrated to us: Sufyan narrated to 
us: “It is not part of your love for this world to pursue, out 
of it, what improves your situation.” 


19 Ahmad, Zuhd (p. 115) with the continuation: “barley bread with pits 


in it, and he would feed the Israelites nuts.” 
"1° Ahmad (2:296), Muslim (Fada? il, Zakariyya), Ibn Majah (Tijarat, sind ‘at). 


"T Ahmad, Zuhd (p. 64). 
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74. Yazid b. ‘Abd Allah al-Asbahani reported to me: al- 
Husayn b. Muhammad b. Sinan al-Makki narrated to us: I 
read before al-Hasan b. al-Faraj that Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna was 
asked about sustenance (al-qit) and its strict minimum: “Is 
there any accounting for it?” He said no. 


75. Muhammad b. Isma‘il reported to us: Waki‘ informed 
us: from Hammad b. Salama: from Hisham b. Zayd; from 
Anas b. Malik: The Messenger of Allah—upon him bless- 
ings and peace—said: “If Resurrection rises while one of 
you is holding a seedling in his hand, let him plant it.”'” 


76. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Hazim reported to us that 
Ishaq b. Mansur narrated to them that he asked Abu ‘Abd 
Allah about the saying of ‘Ali [b. Abi Talib, Allah be well- 
pleased with him]: “Four thousand and less is for living 
expenses (nafaga); whatever exceeds that amount is a trea- 
sure (kanz).”''’ Ahmad said: “It means one must not keep to 
himself more than 4,000.”'" Ishaq b. Mansur said: Ishaq b. 
Rahtyah said: “It means the 4,000 he needs, as if he were 
saying he will not be accountable for them, but whatever is 
more than that is a treasure—and when zakdt is remitted 
out of a treasure it is no longer called a treasure.” 


77. Muhammad b. Ayytb reported to us: Waki‘ narrated 
to us: from Sufyan: from Abt Hasin [‘Uthman b. ‘Asim al- 
Asadi]: from Abt al-Duha [Muslim b. Subayh]: from Ja‘da 


'? Ahmad (3:184) and others through highly trustworthy narrators cf. 
al-Haythami (4:64). 


"3 reference to the saying of Allah They who hoard up (yakniztin) gold 


and silver and spend it not in the way of Allah... (Strat al-Tawba 9:34-35). 


114 « ; : 5 : . 
I.e. dirhams. This figure is assessed relative to times, places, and 


persons.” Abt Ghudda, Hathth (p. 63n.). 
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b. Hubayra: from ‘Ali b. Abi Talib—Allah be well-pleased 
with him: “Four thousand and less is for living expenses; 
whatever exceeds that amount is a treasure.” 


78. Hartn b. Ziyad reported to us: Ibn Abi ‘Umar nar- 
rated to us: Sufyan narrated to us: from Mis‘ar: from Abu 
Hasin; from Ja‘da b. Hubayra: from ‘Ali b. Abi Talib— 
Allah be well-pleased with him: “Four thousand and less is 
for living expenses; whatever exceeds that amount is a 
treasure.” 


79. Also related in this chapter is the saying of the Pro- 
phet—upon him blessings and peace: “It is enough of a sin 
for someone to let his dependants perish.”'” 


80. Abu Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us: I heard Abu 
‘Abd Allah say [regarding the afore-mentioned hadith]: 
“Therefore let all servants of Allah fear Him and feed 
them pure and licit sustenance exclusively’—meaning de- 
pendants. I said to Abu “Abd Allah: “Someone said: ‘I will 
not earn a living until I make sure that I have the right in- 
tention.” He replied: “Since it is obligatory for him to pro- 
tect them, it follows that maintaining them is part and par- 
cel of his [right] intention.”''® 


81. Muhammad b. Abi Hartn reported to me that Ishaq b. 
Ibrahim b. Hani’ narrated to them: I heard Abu ‘Abd 
Allah say when asked about the hadith of the Prophet— 


"5 Ahmad (2:160); cf. Muslim (Zakdt, fadl al-nafaqa ‘ald al-‘iyal) with the 


wording: “for someone to withhold their food from his slaves.” 


116 ‘ é sh, ie : oh ; 
Ie. there is no question that maintaining them is the right intention; 


moreover, supporting dependants is not in need of intention as to 
validity because it is a categorical obligation that does not permit delay. 
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upon him blessings and peace, “It is enough of a sin for 
someone to let his dependants perish”: “A man has close 
relatives (garaba) then he travels and leaves them. When he 
leaves them by themselves will they not perish if they have 
no other source of support besides him?” I said yes. He 
continued: “That is its meaning.” 


82. Muhammad b. Abi Harun related to me that Ishaq 
narrated to them that Abu ‘Abd Allah was asked about a 
man who left behind dependants and small boys, and he 
feared lest they fall into neglect. He already went on pil- 
grimage once and now he wants to travel to Kufa then go 
from it on pilgrimage [another time]. Abu ‘Abd Allah said: 
“No, let him not go and neglect them! It is enough of a sin 
for someone to let his dependants perish.”'"” 


83. Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. Hassan and Yusuf b. Musa 
reported to me that Abu ‘Abd Allah was asked about the 
hadith, “It is enough of a sin for someone to let his depen- 
dants perish” and he replied: “When he toils to support his 
dependants, how would he possibly let them perish?” He 
was asked: “And if he feeds them illicit sustenance, is he 
letting them perish?” He replied: “Absolutely!”!"* 


84. Muhammad [b. Isma‘il al-Ahmasi] reported to us: 
Waki‘ narrated to us: from Isra7’il: from Abu Ishaq: from 


"7 There are many examples of the Salafal-Salih expressing disapproval 
of voluntary pilgrimages when funds could be used for other people in 


need or worthier causes, not to mention dependants. 


"8 Fain at‘amahum hardman, yakunu day‘atan lahum? Qdla: Shadidan! 


This is a point of paramount importance for present-day agrarian Asian 
Muslim communities that thrive on the cultivation of illicit plants (such 
as opium and tobacco) on the pretext they are avenues out of poverty. 
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Wahb b. Jabir al-Khaywani: from ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr 
[Allah be well-pleased with him and his father] who asked 
his superintendant (gayyim): “Did you allocate to my family 
their provisions for this month?” He said yes. “Abd Allah 
b. ‘Amr continued: “I heard the Messenger of Allah—upon 
him blessings and peace—say: “It is enough of a sin for 
someone to let his dependants perish.” 


85. Muhammad reported to us: Waki‘ informed us: from 
al-A‘mash: from Abu Ishaq: from Wahb b. Jabir al- 
Khaywani: from ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr: The Messenger of 
Allah—upon him blessings and peace—said: “It is enough 
of a sin for someone to let his dependants perish.” 


86. Muhammad b. Mu‘adh reported to me: al-Qa‘nabi 
narrated to us: ‘Abd al-‘Aziz narrated to us: from Thawr, 
from Abt al-Ghayth: from Abt Hurayra: The Messenger of 
Allah—upon him blessings and peace—said: “One who 
strives to support the widow and the needy is like one who 
struggles in the path of Allah (kal-mujahid fi sabil Allah) and 
like one who rises to pray at night and fasts in the day.”'"” 


87. Abu Umayya reported to us: Manstr b. Salama al- 
Khuza‘i and Abt al-Jamahir narrated to us, both saying: 
“Abd al-‘Aziz b. Muhammad [al-Majishun] narrated to us: 
from Thawr: from Abt al-Ghayth: from Abu Hurayra: The 
Messenger of Allah—upon hiim blessings and peace—said: 
“One who strives to support the widow and the needy is 
like one who struggles in the path of Allah and like one 
who rises to pray at night and fasts in the day.” 


"9 al-Bukhari (Nafaqat, beginning) and Muslim (Zuhd, al-ihsdn ila al- 


armala wal-mikin wal-yatim). 
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AND IN THIS CHAPTER IS THE DISLIKED STATUS OF 
EATING TOO LITTLE AND VENTURING INTO DESERTS 
WITHOUT PROVISIONS NOR FUNDS 


88. ‘Abd Allah b. Ibrahim b. Ya‘qub al-Hubuli'”’ reported 
to us: I heard ‘Uqba b. Mukram ask Abt ‘Abd Allah: “Those 
types (ha’ula’) who eat very little (ya’kuliin qalilan) and from 
very few types of food (yuqalliliin min ta‘amihim)?” He said: 
“T disapprove of it (ma yu jibunz). I heard ‘Abd al-Rahman 
b. Mahdi say: “Certain people did this and it prevented them 
from performing their categorical obligations (al-fard).”"*" 


89. Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. Hassan reported to us that a 
man said to Abu ‘Abd Allah: “I would like to go out to 
Makka; do you command me to do it?”'” He replied: “If 
you can bear it; otherwise no, not without provision and 
mount. Do not take risks!” 


90. Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. Hassan reported to me that 
Abu ‘Abd Allah was asked about a person’s venturing into 
the desert without provision and he condemned it very 
strongly, saying: “Uff, uff? No, nooo!”—drawing out his 
voice—‘except with provision, company, and a caravan!” 


"°° After the Banti Hubla in Yemen cf. al-Suyuti, Lubb al-Lubdb (ed. PJ. 


Veth, Leiden: 1840, rept. Beirut: Dar Sadir, n.d.) p. 75b; corrupted to 
“al-Hanbali” in Abu Ghudda’s edition and “al-Jili” in Haddad’s edition, 
who repeated the mistake found in the defective mss. and editions of Ibn 
al-Jawzi’s Talbis Iblis for the same report; but see its 2002 Riyadh edition 
(3:1303 §312) and the mss. of the Hathth (Riyadh f°9a and Zahiriyya 116 
f? 11a). al-Hubuli is unknown in the Hanbali biographical dictionaries. 

"2! This practice is established from al-Junayd, al-Tustari, al-Nawawi, as 
well as those mentioned herein, but Allah gives success to whom He likes. 


122 . ‘ 
Ie. with nothing. 
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90a. Abt Bakr al-Khallal says: In Abt ‘Abd Allah’s reply to 
the first question of Ahmad b. al-Husayn, “If you can bear 
it; otherwise no,” [the upshot is that] if he can bear it and 
knows that he is strong enough to do that—so that he does 
not ask anyone [for help] and does not advertise himself 
(la yastashrifu nafsah) as willing to take or be given anything 
or accept [a handout]—then he is as one who is relying [on 
Allah] on a truthful basis (mutawakkil ‘ala al-sidq). The scho- 
lars consider such reliance permissible as I will shortly show, 
and also in light of what Abu ‘Abd Allah himself practised. 


91. I heard Abt Bakr al-Marrudhi say: I heard Abt ‘Abd 
Allah—Allah have mercy on him—say: “I went on pilgri- 
mage five times, two of them on foot. For some people 14 
dirhams were enough to go [from Baghdad] to Makka.” I 
asked, “Who, O Abu ‘Abd Allah?” He replied: “Myself.” 
Thus whoever is able to do that, then yes. But as for some- 
one who takes risks and goes out without provision while 
not expecting himself to bear it: the scholars abominated 
it. Abu ‘Abd Allah very forcefully condemned the propo- 
nents of reliance (a/l-muttakiluin) in such circumstances. 


92. Ibrahim b. al-Khalil reported to me that Ahmad b. 
Nasr—Abti Hamid—narrated to them that Abu ‘Abd Allah 
was asked by a man whether he should leave for Makka 
with complete reliance—without carrying anything with 
him—and he replied: “I disapprove of this! I never heard 
that any of the Companions of the Messenger of Allah— 
upon him blessings and peace—or any of the Successors 
ever did this. He should work, search out [his sustenance], 
and scrutinise [his income].” 


92a. Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi said on this question that a 
man from the disciples of Ibn Aslam came to Abu “Abd Allah 
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and asked him: “What do you say about someone who 
wants to travel—which do you like best for him: to carry 
provisions with him or to rely [on Allah]?” Abu ‘Abd Allah 
replied to him: “To carry provisions and rely [on Allah].” 


93. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Simsar reported to us: 
Muhammad b. Musa b. Mushaysh narrated to them: a man 
from Khurasan’*’ asked Abt ‘Abd Allah: 


- Shall I go on pilgrimage without provision? 

- No. Work, ply a trade, then go. The Prophet—upon him 
blessings and peace—always equipped his Companions with 
provisions. 

- Then those people who go on military raids and pilgri- 
mage without provisions are wong? 

- Yes, they are wrong. 


94. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Jami‘ al-Razi reported to 
me: I heard Abu Mu ‘in al-Husayn b. al-Hasan al-Razi say: 
I witnessed Ahmad b. Hanbal being asked by a man from 
the people of Khurasan: 


- Abu ‘Abd Allah, I have one dirham and I feel (urdhu) I 
should go on pilgrimage with that dirham. 
- Go to Bab al-Karkh™ and buy manna’ with this dirham. 


"3A central Asian region regrouping the cities of Balkh, Bukhara, 
Herat, Kabul, Merv, Naysabur, Samarqand, Tirmidh, and Tus. 

4 The gateway to the Karkh area which is the half of Baghdad that lies 
west of the Tigris. Ibn Jubayr in his Rihla described it as a walled city in 
its own right. 

"25 al-mann. “Several species of manna have been identified botanically. 
These include an exudate of the European flowering ash (Fraxinus ornus) 
and a species of lichen of the genus Lecanora, still found on barren 
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Keep hauling it on top of your head until you have 300 
dirhams. When you have 300 dirhams, go on pilgrimage. 

- Abu ‘Abd Allah, do you not see the [corrupt] ways people 
are earning a living (md tard makasib al-ndas)? 

- Look at this reprobate (wnzur ila hadha al-khabith)! He 
wants to demolish the livelihoods of people (yuridu an 
yufsida ‘ala al-nasi ma‘ayishahum). 

- Abu ‘Abd Allah, I am someone who relies [on Allah 
alone] (and mutawakkil)! 

- So you enter the desert alone or with people? 

- No, with people. 

- Then you are lying! You are certainly not someone who 
relies on Allah. Go alone into the desert! Otherwise you are 
someone who relies on people’s knapsacks (jurub al-nds). 


95. Abu Bakr Ahmad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. 
Sadaqa reported to me: Ishaq b. Dawud b. Sabih narrated 
to us: I told ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Mahdi: “Abt Sa‘id, in our 
country there is a large group of those Sufis.” He said: “Do 
not go near them. We have seen many of them; some en- 
ded up mad and some ended up as heretics.'*° Sufyan al- 
Thawri went on a trip once and I saw him off. He had with 
him a travel food-basket containing flour and honey pa- 
stries (faludhaj) and milk-fed baby lamb (hamal)!” 


plains and mountains in many sections of Western Asia and North Africa.” 
New Columbia Encyclopedia (ed. William Harris and Judith S. Levey, New 
York and London: Columbia University Press, 1975) p. 1684. 

'°6 See introduction, “Imam Ahmad and Sufism” as well as (i) Abu 
Ghudda’s critique of this and the next two reports, Hathth (p. 73-74) and 
(ii) Shaykh Hasanayn Muhammad Makhluf’s foreword to Abu Ghudda’s 
first edition of al-Muhasibi’s Risdlat al-Mustarshidin (8th ed. Beirut, 
1416/1995) p. 23-29. Ibn Sabih is “a person of disclaimed reports” (sahib 
manékir): al-Khatib, Tarikh (6:373 §3400). 
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96. Talib b. Qurra al-Adhani reported to us: Muhammad 
b. ‘Isa narrated to us: Ibn al-Mubarak said to us: “I never 


saw any reasonable person (“dqil) among them”—meaning 
Sufis.'°7 


97. Ishaq b. Sayyar al-Nasibi reported to us: ‘Abd al-Malik 
b. Ziyad al-Nasibi'®* said to us: 


We were with Malik and I mentioned to him the Sufis 
of our regions. I said to him: “They wear the most 
luxurious Yemeni clothes and do this and that.” He 
said to me: “Woe to you! And these are Muslims?” I 
said yes. He burst into laughter until he had to lie on 
his back. One of those who were sitting with him said 
to me: “What is this? We never saw greater trouble 
(fitna) for this shaykh than you. We never saw him 
laugh before.” 


98. Ahmad b. Manstr reported to us: ‘Abd al-Razzaq 


"77 e. overzealous Sufis. A weak report: Talib b. Qurra is unknown; thus 
spelled in ms. Zahiriyya 118/6 and both editions of the Hathth but “Ibn 
Hurra” in Ibn Abi Ya‘la, Tabagat (1:179) and Ibn al-Jawzi, Mandgqib (p. 
134); and “Ibn Hamza” in al-‘Ulaymi, al-Manhaj al-Ahmad (ed. ‘Abd al- 
Qadir al-Arna’ut, 6 vols., Beirut: Dar Sadir, ) 2:113 and Ibn Muflih, al- 
Magsad al-Arshad (ed. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-“Uthaymin, 3 vols., Riyadh: 
Maktabat al-Rushd, 1410/1990) 1:459 §484. Adhani=from Adhana, 
present-day Adana in Southern Turkey. As for Muhammad b. ‘Isa he is 
not the arch-master Abt Ja‘far Muhammad b. ‘Isa b. al-Tabba‘ (d. 
224/839) as claimed by al-Haddad (Hathth p. 144) but rather Abt al- 
Husayn Muhammad b. ‘Isa b. Ziyad al-Damaghani al-Razi who is merely 


“acceptable” (maqbil) in hadith according to Ibn Hajar in his Taqrib. 


128. ge= 2 . . . oy _ 
Disclaimed in his narrations and untrustworthy” (munkar al-hadith, 


ghayr thiqa) according to al-Azdi as cited by Ibn al-Jawzi in al-Du‘afa@’ 
wal-Matrukin (ed. “Abd Allah al-Qadi, 3 vols., Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al- 
“Ilmiyya, 1406/1986) 1:149. 
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narrated to us: Ibn ‘Uyayna narrated to us: from ‘Abd al- 
Malik [b. Abjar]: from al-Sha‘bi: regarding the saying of 
Allah Most High and take along provision (Strat al-Baqara 
2:197). He said: “That is hollow biscuit (ka‘k) and dates.”'”* 


99. Ahmad narrated to us: ‘Abd al-Razzaq narrated to us: 
Ibn ‘Uyayna narrated to us: from Muhammad b. Suqa: 
from ‘Ikrima; 


99a. Ahmad also narrated to us: Abu Nu‘aym narrated to 
us: from al-Thawri: from Muhammad b. Suqa: from Sa‘id 
b. Jubayr regarding the saying of Allah Most High and take 
along provision. They both said it means hollow buiscuit and 
sawig gruel.'*° 


100. Ahmad reported to us: ‘Abd al-Razzaq narrated to 
us: “Umar b. Dharr narrated to us: I heard Mujahid say: 
“They used to go on pilgrimage without taking along pro- 
visions, so a dispensation was given to them concerning 
provisions and the verse was revealed: And take along 
provision; and truly the best provision is Godwariness (Strat al- 
Baqara 2:197).” 


101. Ahmad narrated to us: ‘Abd al-Razzaq narrated to 
us: Ibn ‘Uyayna narrated to us: from ‘Amr b. Dinar: from 
‘Ikrima: “They used to go on pilgrimage devoid of any 
provisions, whereupon they were commanded to take pro- 
visions.” He added: “The best provision is Godwariness.” 


129 : oS a, d 
Because they do not spoil, which is the gist of the verse. 


ne Sawig is a decoction of wheat or barley boiled with ghee or fat and 


sweetened, thus called because it goes down smoothly (yansdq). It is 
either sipped or dried up into cakes and eaten. 
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102. al-Husayn"™' b. Ahmad al-Kirmani reported to us: Abt 
Bakr’ narrated to us: Suwayd b. ‘Amr al-Kinani narrated 
to us: from Abu ‘Awana: from Mughira: from Ibrahim: And 
take along provision; and truly the best provision is Godwariness. 
He said: “Some of the Arabs, when they went on pilgri- 
mage and reached a mountain-road, would forego provi- 
sions. They would say: “We trust.’ So they were commanded 
to take along provisions.” 


103. al-Husayn reported to us: Abu Bakr narrated to us: 
Shababa narrated to us: Warqa’ narrated to us: from ‘Amr 
b. Dinar: from ‘Ikrima: from Ibn ‘Abbas—[Allah be well- 
pleased with him and his father: “The people of Yemen 
used to go on pilgrimage without taking along any provi- 
sions and they would say: “We trust’ (nahnu mutawakkiltin). 
Then they would go on pilgrimage, reach Makka, and ask 
people for handouts, whereupon Allah Most High revealed 
And take along provision; and truly the best provision is 
Godwariness (Strat al-Baqara 2:197). 


104. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd Allah b. al-Hakam reported 
to us: Muhammad b. ‘Amr b. al-‘Abbas al-Bahili narrated 
to us: Abu ‘Asim narrated to us: from ‘Isa: from Ibn Abi 
Najih: from Mujahid regarding the saying of Allah Most 
High, And take along provision: “Pilgrims would travel from 
the four corners and support their passage (yatawassaluin) 
by means of others without taking provisions with them- 


131 As shown in mss. Riyadh University Majmui‘ 1928, folio 10b and 


Berlin 1807, cf. al-Haddad (Hathth p. 147), while ms. Zahiriyya 118/6 
has “al-Hasan” cf. Abt Ghudda (Hathth p. 77) which is an error in light 
of the next chain. 

'2 Te. Ibn Abi Shayba (d. 235/850), “master of hadith masters” (al- 
Dhahabi) and author of the Musannaf: 
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selves, so they were commanded to do so. 


105. Ahmad b. Yahya b. ‘Ata’ b. Muslim al-Harrani al- 
Bahili narrated to us: al-Mughira b. Siqlab'* narrated to us: 
“Abd al-‘Aziz b. Abi Rawwad'™* narrated to us: from Nafi‘: 
from Ibn ‘Umar [Allah be well-pleased with him and his 


father]: 


The Messenger of Allah—upon him blessings and 
peace—sent out troops among whom was a man 
named Hudayr. They had suffered a famine that year 
so the Messenger of Allah supplied them with provi- 
sions, but he forgot to supply Hudayr. The latter 
went out patiently and anticipating reward in the he- 
reafter for his self-sacrifice (muhtasiban). He rode at 
the end of the convoy, saying: 


la ilaha ila Allah, Allahu akbar, al-hamdu lillah, 
subhan Allah, la hawla wa-la quwwata illa billah, 
ni‘ma al-zad huwa ya Rabb! 


(“There is no god but Allah, Allah is Greatest, 


'? Sometimes misspelled Siqlab with a sad. Ibn ‘Adi declared him “dis- 
claimed in his narrations” (munkar al-hadith) and ‘Ali b. Maymitin al-Raqi 
said: “He counts less than a dropping” (/é yusawwi ba‘ra), but Abu Hatim 
al-Razi said: “His hadith is viable” (sdlih al-hadith) and Abt Zur‘a said: 
“He is safe” (ld ba’sa bih). “And this takes precedence over the verdicts of 
Ibn ‘Adi and al-Raqi due to the greater prestige of Abi Hatim and Abu 
Zur‘a”: Ibn al-Mulaqqin, al-Badr al-Munir (ed. Mustafa Abt al-Ghayt 


“Abd al-Hayy et al., 10 vols., Riyadh: Dar al-Hijra, 1425/ 2004) 1:415-416. 
4 narrator used in all four Sunan compilations. Ahmad said _ his 


hadith was viable, Abu Hatim considered him truthful (saduq), Yahya b. 
Ma‘in said “trustworthy” (¢hiqa), and Ibn al-Mubarak: “Among the most 
worshipful of people.” See Ibn Abi Hatim, Jarh and al-Dhahabi, Kashif 
(1:655 §3387) and Mizdn where he dismisses Ibn Hibban’s critique of 
Ibn Abi Rawwad as a lesson in excess. 
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glory and thanks to Allah, Allah be glorified, 
there is no change or might except with Allah 
—what wonderful provision all this is, O Lord!”) 


He kept repeating it at the end of the convoy. Jibril 
came to the Prophet—upon him blessings and peace 
—and said: “Truly my Lord has sent me to you to tell 
you that you have supplied your Companions, but 
you forgot to supply Hudayr. He is at the tail-end of 
the convoy saying: 


la ilaha illa Allah, wAlladhu akbar, [wal-hamdu 
lillah), wa-subhan Allah, wa-la hawla wa-la quwwata 
ila billah, and he is saying: ni‘ma al-zdad huwa ya 
Rabb! 


“Those words of his are a light for him on the Day of 
Resurrection, filling everything between heaven and 
earth. So send him his provision.” 


The Prophet—upon him blessings and peace—sum- 
moned a man,'*’ handed him Hudayr’s provision and 
ordered him to reach him and remember whatever 
he heard him say both before and after he gave him 
his provision. He told him to say to him: “The Mes- 
senger of Allah sends you salam and the mercy of 
Allah, and he informs you that he had forgotten to 
supply you but that ‘my Lord Most Blessed and Most 
High sent me Jibril to remind me of you,’ so Jibril 
reminded him and told him about your high rank.”’”° 


re Perhaps Ibn ‘Umar himself. 


'88 The discourse switches from oblique to direct and back again, as 
frequently takes place in the style of the Qur’an and Sunna. 
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The man went and reached Hudayr as he was saying: 


la ilaha illa Allah, wAllahu akbar, wa-subhan Allah, 
wal-hamdu lillah, wa-la hawla wa-la quwwata ild 
billah, adding: ni‘ma al-zad hadha ya Rabb! 


The man approached him and said: “Truly the Mes- 
senger of Allah—upon him blessings and peace — 
sends you salam and the mercy of Allah. He sent me 
to you to give you the provision I have here, and he 
says: “Truly I had simply forgotten you (inni innama 
nasituk), so Jibril was sent to me from heaven to 
remind me of you.” 


Hudayr praised and thanked Allah, glorified 
him, and invoked blessings on the Prophet—upon 
him blessings and peace. Then he said: “Glory, praise 
and thanks to Allah the Lord of the worlds! My Lord 
remembered me from above seven heavens and from 
above His Throne! He showed mercy toward my 
hunger and weakness. O my Lord! Just as You did 
not forget Hudayr, let Hudayr never forget You.” 


The man memorised what Hudayr said and re- 
turned to the Prophet—upon him blessings and 
peace—recounting to him what he had heard him 
say when he first reached him and after he had 
spoken to him. The Messenger of Allah—upon him 
blessings and peace—said: “Lo! Truly, if you had 
raised your head to the sky you would have seen 
those words of his as a blazing light covering every- 
thing between heaven and earth.”'”” 


'87 Cf Ibn Mandah, Mu‘jam al-Sahaba (ed. ‘Amir Hasan Sabri, 2 vols., 
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THE PROOF AGAINST THOSE WHO CLAIM THAT 
THEY RELY [ON ALLAH] AND THEN QUIT WORK 


106. Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi narrated to us: I asked Abt 
‘Abd Allah: 


- Those people who claim reliance and neither trade nor 
work are saying that the Prophet—upon him blessings and 
peace—validated a marriage on the basis of a sura of the 
Qur’an [for dowry]:'° did he [the bridegroom] have any 
worldly possessions? 

- How can they know he was not working? 

- They say “We sit, and our means of sustenance (arzdqund) 
are the responsibility of Allah Almighty.” 

- This is a foul and depraved statement! Allah Most Bles- 
sed and Most High says: When the call to prayer is raised on 
the day of congregation, hasten to the remembrance of Allah and 
leave trading (Strat al-Jumu‘a 62:9). What is that except 
buying and selling? 


107. ‘Abd al-Samad b. ‘Abd al-Warith al-Himsi narrated 
to us: Yahya b. Salih narrated to us: Muhammad b. ‘Amr 
al-Makhzumi narrated to us: “Abd Allah b. Busr al-Mazini 
narrated to us that whenever he had finished praying 
Jumu‘a he would always go into the marketplace according 


al-‘Ayn: UAE University, 1426/2005) 1:436-437 §248; Abu Nu‘aym, 
Ma‘rifat al-Sahaba (ed. ‘Adil b. Yusuf al-‘Azazi, 7 vols, Riyadh: Dar al- 
Watan lil-Nashr, 1419/1998) 2:893-894 §2309; and Ibn al-Jawzi, Sifat al- 
Safwa and Muntazam, sub “Hudayr.” 

'88 Te. the hadith from Sahl b. Sa‘d al-Sa‘idi in the Nine Books whereby 
the Prophet said to one of the Ansdr who was so poor all he owned was 
the waistwrap he wore: “I have married you to this woman on the basis 
of whatever you have [memorised] of the Qur’an,” which was several 
short suras. 
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to his understanding of this verse: And when the prayer 1s 
ended then disperse in the land and seek of the bounty of Allah 
(Strat al-Jumu‘a 62:10). 


108. al-Marrudhi reported to us: I said to Abu ‘Abd Allah: 
“A group of people were in Makka in a mosque and a man 
came to them and said: ‘Come take this meat.’ They said: 
‘No, first you go and grill it then you can bring it.” He 
[Ahmad] said: “Right then he has ordered him to work! 
Moreover, when he says ‘I will not work’ but then he is 
brought something that was produced and earned by other 
people—why does he accept it?” I said: “He claims it is his 
[God-given] sustenance (yaqul hddhad rizqi).” Ahmad said: 
“Sull, he is accepting it from someone who works. “Ali b. 
Abi Talib—upon him peace—used to work until his hand 
was callused'*” and the Companions of the Prophet—upon 
him blessings and peace—all used to work. 


109. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad reported to us: 


I asked my father about certain people who say: “We 
trust in Allah and do not earn a living (/@ naktasib).” 
He said: “All people without exception have to trust 
in Allah but they benefit themselves by earning a 
living. Allah Most High said: hasten to the remembrance 
of Allah and leave trading (Strat al-Jumu‘a 62:9). It is 
well understood from that that they earn and work! 
and the Prophet—upon him blessings and peace — 
said ‘Whoever supports and raises two or three daugh- 
ters will have Paradise!’”'*? He meant that anyone 


gi Hatta tadbara yaduh, misspelled tadhbara by Haddad (Hathth p. 154). 
ra Ahmad (3:147-148), cf Muslim (al-Birr wal-sila, fadl al-ihsan ila al- 
banat) and al-Tirmidhi (al-Birr wal-sila, al-nafaqat ‘ala al-bandt). 
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who says otherwise is an imbecile.'"’ I also heard my 
father—Allah have mercy on him—say: “Autonomy 
from people through own’s own quest (talab)— 
meaning work—is much dearer to us than sitting and 
waiting for what people have to come to us.” 


110. Muhammad b. Yahya al-Kahhal reported to me that 
Abt ‘Abd Allah—Allah have mercy on him—said: “It is re- 
lated from the Prophet—upon him blessings and peace— 
that he said: “Whoever has three children who die before 
the age of liability (lam yablughi al-hinth) will not be touched 
by the Fire other than the fulfillment of the Oath [Surat 
Maryam 19:71].’”'* I asked: “Liability is puberty (al-hulum)? 
He said yes. 


111. Muhammad b. ‘Ali [al-Simsar] reported to me: Salih 
narrated to us that he asked his father—Allah have mercy 
on him—about reliance and he replied: “Reliance is fine 
(al-tawakkul hasan) but a man must not be dependent on 
others. He must work and make himself and his family in- 
dependent. He must not quit work.” Salih said: “My father 
was also asked, while I witnessed, about a group of people 
that do not work and say, ‘We are relying [on Allah].’ He 
said: “These are innovators (mubtadi‘a).’” 


112. Abu Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us that he said to 
Abu ‘Abd Allah—Allah have mercy on him—that Ibn 
“Uyayna would say they were innovators, whereupon Abu 


‘4! Le. to dismiss the Divine order of things and forego the means of 
obtaining the reward of Paradise by saying “we rely on Allah” is a foolish 
proposition. 

4° There is not one of you but shall come to it—an inevitable decree of your Lord. 
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“Abd Allah said: “Those are wicked people, they want the 
paralysis and ruin of the world! (yuridtin ta ‘til al-dunya).” 


113. Abu Bakr al-Marrudhi reported to us: I heard 
Muthanna al-Anbari say: I heard Bishr b. al-Harith say: 
“When a man has something he considers good and pure 
let him use it as his food and steer clear of those filthy 
things (hadhih al-aqdhar).”'* 


114. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Hanbal reported to us: I said 
to my father: “Do you consider it preferable that a man 
[just] earn his daily sustenance?” He replied: “If he earns 
more, he can spend it on his close family, or his house, or 
a guest. That is dearer to me than for him not to earn a 
living; and it is dearer to me than for him to try to practise 
abstinence (yasta ‘iff).”' 


115. Muhammad b. Ja‘far reported to us: Abt al-Harith 
narrated to them: I asked Abu ‘Abd Allah: “A man quits 
work and sits. He says: ‘I only know of oppressors or usur- 
pers (md a‘rif illa zaliman aw ghasiban); therefore I will take 
what is in their hands but will not assist them or strengthen 
them in their injustice.” He said: 


'® Te. let him strive not to be a recipient of zakat and of the charities 
(sadaqat) of people as implied in the hadith: “Truly these alms are 
nothing other than the ordures of people” (inna hadhih al-sadaqat innama 
hiya awsakh al-nds). Muslim (Zakdt, tark isti‘mal Al al-Nabi ‘ala al-sadaqa); 
al-Nasa’i (Zakdt, isti‘mal Al al-Nabi ‘ald al-sadaqa); Abu. Dawtid (al-Khardj 
wal-fay> wal-imdara, bayan mawadi‘ gism al-khumus wa-sahm dhil-qurba). 

4 As evinced by the famous advice of Salman to Abt Dharr “Truly your 
soul has rights over you, your Lord has a right over you, your guest has 
a right over you,” etc. which the Prophet (upon him blessings and 
peace) approved. al-Bukhari (Tahajjud, man ndéma awwala al-layl wa-ahya 
akhirah); al-Tirmidhi (Zuhd). 
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No one must quit work and sit in wait for what is in 
the hands of people [to come to him]. My choice is 
work, and work is dearer to me. When a man sits 
without plying a trade, his ego justifies for him taking 
what is in the hands of people. So when they give 
him something [he takes it]; but if they refuse him, 
he busies himself with work. Earning a living means 
abandoning expectations (al-iktisdb tark al-tama‘). 
The Prophet—upon him blessings and peace—said: 
“For a man to carry a rope and bundle up firewood 
which he then sells in the market to be self-sufficient 
is better for him than to ask people, whether they 
give him or refuse him.”'*’ So the Prophet—upon 
him blessings and peace—has informed us that work 
is superior to begging (al-mas’ala); and Allah Most 
High said: hasten to the remembrance of Allah and leave 
trading (Surat al-Jumu‘a 62:9). This saying of His 
implies permission in buying and selling (fa-qawluhu 
hadha idhnun fil-shira@’ wal-bay‘). My choice is that a 
man must take the trouble of making a living (wa-and 
akhtar lil-rajul al-idtirab fi talab al-rizq) and not be in 
need of what others possess. That is better in my view. 


I [Abt al-Harith] said: “There are right here [in Baghdad] 
a group of people that say: “We rely on Allah and we do 
not consider it valid to work except with other than op- 
pressors or judges (al-zalama wal-qudat); and in actuality I 
only know of oppressors.” Abu ‘Abd Allah said: 


What a fine thing reliance on Allah Almighty is! How- 
ever, one must not sit idle and do nothing, waiting 
for this one or that one to come and feed him. We 


145 : ¢ 
” See next entry on this hadith. 
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choose work! We seek after our sustenance! We do 
without begging! Independence from people through 
work is dearer to me than begging. 


116. [Abt al-Harith also said:] Ahmad‘ narrated to us: 
Hafs b. Ghiyath narrated to us: from Hisham b. ‘Urwa: 
from his father: from al-Zubayr: the Messenger of Allah— 
upon him blessings and peace—said: “For a man to carry a 
rope and bundle up firewood which he then comes and 
unloads in the marketplace then sells, by which he obtains 
sufficiency which he then spends on himself—that is better 
for him than to ask people, whether they give him or 
refuse him.”'*” 


117. Muhammad b. Isma‘il reported to us: Waki‘ narra- 
ted to us: from Hisham b. ‘Urwa: from his father: from al- 
Zubayr: the Messenger of Allah—upon him blessings and 
peace—said: “For a man to get a rope and bundle up fire- 
wood which he then comes and unloads in the marketplace 
then sells, by which he obtains sufficiency and is able to 
spend on himself—that is better for him than to ask 
people, whether they give him or refuse him.” 


46 Te. Ibn Hanbal. This Abt al-Harith is Anmad b. Muhammad Abt al- 
Harith al-Sa’igh cf. Ibn Abi Ya‘la, Tabaqdat (1:74-75). 

i Ahmad (1:164). Also narrated from Abt: Hurayra by al-Bukhari 
(Buyt‘, kasb al-rajul wa-‘amaluh bi-yadih) and Muslim (Zakdt, karahat al- 
masala lil-ndas). “In this hadith there is a Prophetic directive that to obtain 
sustenance, even small and even through difficulty, is preferable for a 
person than to ask people and thereby humiliate himself. Moreover this 
directive is tantamount to a religious obligation, as the one who is 
physically fit to earn a lawful living in any way whatsoever is not permit- 
ted to ask people for a handout, whether they give him or refuse him.” 
Abt Ghudda, Hathth (p. 91 n.). 
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118. Muhammad b. Isma‘il reported to us: Waki‘ nar- 
rated to us: from Hisham b. ‘Urwa: from his father: from 
his grandfather [al-Zubayr b. al-‘Awwam]: the Messenger 
of Allah—upon him blessings and peace—said: “For one of 
you to pick up his rope, go to a mountain, and bring back 
a bundle of wood on his back which he then sells, thereby 
obtaining sufficiency with its price, is better for him than to 
ask people for a handout, whether they give him or refuse 
him.” 


119. Yahya b. Ja‘far reported to us: ‘Abd al-Wahhab nar- 
rated to us: al-Akhdar b. ‘Ajlan narrated to us: Abu Bakr 
al-Hanafi'** narrated to me: from Anas b. Malik: A man 
came to the Prophet—upon him blessings and peace—and 
said: “Messenger of Allah, I have come to you from a house- 
hold [so poor that] by the time I return I think one of 
them will have died!” The Prophet—upon him blessings 
and peace—said to him: “Go and see if you can find some- 
thing [to sell].” He went and returned with a cloth (hils) 
and a drinking bowl (gadah), saying: “Messenger of Allah, 
they used this cloth partly as a blanket and partly as a gar- 
ment; and this bowl they drank from.” The Prophet said: 
“Who will buy them from me for a dirham?” A man said: “I 
will, Messenger of Allah.” The Prophet said: “Who will pay 
more?” Another said: “I will take them for two dirhams.” 
The Prophet said: “They are yours.” Then he called the 
first man and said: “Buy an ax (fa’s) for a dirham and with 
the other dirham buy food for your family.” He did so then 
came back. The Prophet said to him: “Go to that valley 
and do not leave in it any thistle or thorn or firewood! And 


48 abi Bakr ‘Abd Allah from the tribe of Abi Hanifa, al‘Tirmidhi 
considered him fair in his narration of this report, cf. al-Dhahabi, Kashif 
(1: 610 §3071). 
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do not come back to me for fifteen days.” The man went 
and made a profit of ten dirhams. Then he came back to 
the Prophet and told him. The Prophet said: “Go and buy 
food for five dirhams, and with the other five buy clothes 
for your family.” The man said: “Messenger of Allah, Allah 
has given me much blessing in what you ordered me to do!” 
The Prophet said: “This is much better for you than to 
come on the Day of Resurrection with a blot on your face 
caused by begging. Begging is unlawful (al-mas’ala 1a tahill) 
except in three cases: (i) for someone who owes an onerous 
blood-price (li-dhi damin miji‘); (ii) for one who suffered a 
disastrous misfortune (ghurmin mufzi‘); and (iil) for 
someone in desperate poverty (fagrin mudqi‘).'*° 


GENERAL CHAPTER ON RELIANCE (fawakkul) 
FOR THOSE WHO PRACTISE IT TRUTHFULLY 


120. Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi reported to us that Abu. ‘Abd 
Allah was asked: “What is truthfulness in reliance on Allah 
Almighty?” (ayyu shay’in sidq al-tawakkul ‘ala Allah?). He 
replied: “[It is] for someone to rely on Allah without there 
being any human being from whom he expects anything to 
come to him. When such is the case, then Allah will sustain 
him and he is relying on Him.” 


121. Abu Bakr narrated to us on another occasion: “I 
mentioned reliance to Abu ‘Abd Allah—Allah have mercy 


49 Aba Dawtid (Zakat, ma tajuz fth al-mas’ala); al-Tirmidhi (al-Taldq wal- 


li‘dn, bay‘ man yazid); Ibn Majah (Tijdrat, bay‘ al-muzdyada). Also—in 
part—Ahmad (3:114, 3:126-127). Both Abt’ Ghudda (p. 94-96) and al- 
Haddad (p. 164-176!) here have extremely profuse marginalia yet fail to 
provide the above documentation. 
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on him—and he declared it permissible for whoever prac- 
tises it truthfully.”’”° 


122. Abt Bakr also reported to us: I asked Abt ‘Abd Allah 
about a man who sits in his house and says: “I will sit 
patiently in this house and I will not reveal my situation to 
anyone,” although he considers himself able to ply a trade. 
He replied: 


- If he were to go out and ply a trade it would be dearer to 
me. When he just sits [at home] I fear lest his sitting lead 
him to something else. 

- Such as what? 

- He will start expecting (yatawaqqa‘) something to be sent 
to him. 

- Even when something is sent to him he does not take it. 

- Good! 


122 a. [al-Marrudhi continued:] I told Abu ‘Abd Allah 
about a certain man in Makka who said: “I swear I will not 
eat anything until they feed me.”'”' Then he withdrew to 
Mount Abt Qubays. After that two men came to him as he 
wore a rag around his waist and they threw in a shirt for 
him but he did not wear it. They grabbed his hands and 
put the shirt on him. Then food was placed in front of him 
but he did not eat until a tongue blade was placed in his 


°° Reliance is obligatory on all but what is meant here is tawakkul in its 
utmost form and extreme mode practised by the ascetics al-Khallal cites. 
8! Vay, “until my Lord feeds me.” In Ibn Rajab, Jami‘ al-‘Uluim wal- 
Hikam (sub Hadith 49: “If you relied on Allah in the true sense of 
reliance, He would sustain you the way He sustains the birds, they leave 
their nests famished in the early morning and they return at night with 
their bellies full”). 
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mouth and they force-fed him. Abu ‘Abd Allah laughed 
and wondered. 


122b. I told Abt ‘Abd Allah of a man who quit buying 
and selling and swore to himself that no gold or silver 
would ever fall into his hand again. He left his big house 
(dtvah) without giving any instructions regarding it. He 
would go on the road and if he saw anything discarded he 
would take it from the trash.” I [al-Marrtdhi] said to that 
man: “What is your proof for this? I do not think you have 
any proof for it other than Abu Mu‘awiya al-Aswad.” The 
man said: “Yes, I do: Uways al-Qarani! He would pass by 
garbage heaps (mazabil) and collect rags.” He [Ahmad] con- 
firmed his words and said: “He is too strict on himself!” 
(gad shaddada ‘ala nafsih). Then he said: “Two poor souls 
once came to me (gad j@ani nafsdn) asking me something 
very similar to this. One of them said he goes on the road 
and finds something like vegetables and such. I told them: 
‘Why not find work? Do you want to be notorious?’ (law 
ta‘arradtum li-‘amalin? tashhariina anfusakum?). They rep- 
lied: ‘And what do we care about notoriety?’ (wa-aysh nubdli 
min al-shuhra?).”'™* 


'? This passage prompted a censorious 12-line outburst from Shaykh 
“Abd al-Fattah Abi Ghudda—Allah have mercy on him—but see §26 
and biographical entries on Sulayman al-Khawwas and Abt Mu ‘awiya al- 
Aswad on liqdt, a widespread method of spiritual training of masters past 
and present. We heard from our teacher Shaykh Muhammad Hisham 
Kabbani: “The Awliyd say: We take the bitter grapes and leave the sweet 
ones to guests.” One of the late masters of Damascus, Shaykh ‘Abd al- 
Rahman al-Shaghtri would choose the spoiled apples of the 
marketplace for himself and leave the good ones for others. 

' Shuhra is feared as scandalous exposure (fadiha, cf. Lisdn al-‘Arab, sub 
sh-h-r), cf. §28. Abt. Ghudda misunderstands the syntax of this passage 
and punctuates it as if it meant “Why not find work so that you make 
yourselves famous?” Then he loses patience: “The clauses here are 
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123. Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Mansur reported to me: al- 
Mazini asked Bishr b. al-Harith about reliance (tawakkul) 
and he replied: “The reliant one (mutawakkil) does not rely 
on Allah so that he will be given sufficiency (li-yuk/d); if this 
silver'”* came into the hearts of the reliant ones they would 
holler with remorse and repentence to Allah! Rather, suffi- 
ciency comes into the heart of the reliant one from Allah 
Almighty, so that he confirms (yusaddiq) Allah Almighty in 
all that He guarantees.” 


124. al-Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab reported to me: Isma‘il 
[b. Yusuf al-Daylami] narrated to them: Shurayh [b. 
Maslama] narrated to us: from Abt Sufyan:'”” from Sufyan 
[al-Thawri]: from Abt Sinan [Dirar b. Murra]: from Sa‘id 
b. Jubayr: “Reliance is the nexus of belief? (al-tawakkul 
puma‘ al-iman). 


125. al-Hasan b. Isma‘il reported to me that he narrated 
to them from Salih b. Hatim: al-Mu‘tamir narrated to us: I 
heard ‘Abd al-Jalil b. ‘Atiyya narrate from al-Hasan: “Truly 
the servant’s reliance on his Lord is to know that Allah 
alone is his trust” (an ya‘lama anna Allah huwa thiqatuh). 


laconic and confused, there is deviancy in their subject-matter, and they 
are not worth any clarification!” (Hathth, p. 100n). Imam Ahmad himself 
narrated from ‘Umar b. al-Khattab—Allah be well-pleased with him— 
that he once stopped by a garbage-heap and stayed there until those 
who were with him seemed bothered and disgusted. Then he said: “Such 
is your world for which you care so much or rely upon (hadhihi dunyakum 
al-lati tahrisiin ‘alayhé aw tattakiliin ‘alayha)” 11 Ahmad, Zuhd (p. 147) 
and Abt Nu‘aym (1:48). 


154 
*" Fidda. Le. money or concern about money. 


Ie. Abu. Manstr al-Harith b. Manstr al-Wasiti al-Zahid: see the 
Tahdhibs of al-Mizzi and Ibn Hajar, s.v. Abu Ghudda and al-Haddad fail 
to identify Abu Sufyan and al-Haddad mistakes Sufyan for Ibn ‘Uyayna. 
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126. Harb b. Isma‘il al-Kirmani reported to me: ‘Abd al- 
Rahman b. Muhammad b. Sallam narrated to me: Husayn 
b. Ziyad al-Marrudhi narrated to us: I heard Sufyan b. 
“Uyayna say: “The nexus of belief is reliance on Allah and 
the explanation of that reliance is that he be content with 
whatever He does with him.” 


127. al-Duri reported to us: Yahya narrated to us: ‘Ali b. 
Thabit narrated to me: al-Qasim b. Sulayman narrated to 
us: I heard al-Sha‘bi say: “Truly Allah has devotees 
(‘ubbad) beyond Andalusia by a distance like our own from 
Andalusia, who are unaware that any creature ever dis- 
obeyed Allah. The proceeds of their land (kharajuhum) are 
pearl and coral; their mountains are gold and silver; they 
do not till the soil nor do they plant it; and they do no 
work. They have fruit-bearing trees right by their doors 
that feed them, and trees with large leaves that serve as 
their garments.”'”° 


128. Abu Bakr b. Sadaga reported to us: ‘Ali b. al-‘Abbas 
al-Utrtshi narrated to us: Abt Bakr al-Raddad narrated to 
me that he heard Shu‘ayb b. Harb say: A man asked Uways 
al-Qarani: “From where will livelihood come?” Uways said: 
“Tell him: Truly we declare and do swear that those hearts, 
when they start doubting, no admonishment will benefit 
them!” 


'88 Thn Ma‘in, Tarikh Ibn Ma‘in (ed. ‘Abd Allah Ahmad Hasan, 2 vols. 


Beirut: Dar al-Qalam, n.d.) 1:316 §2117. Ie. only those who live in such 
paradisiacal conditions are excused from work. 


"THE BOOK HAS ENDED. ALL PRAISE AND 
THANKS BELONG TO ALLAH ALONE. 
BLESSINGS AND PEACE ON OUR 
LIEGELORD MUHAMMAD, 

HIS FAMILY, AND HIS 
COMPANIONS. 


rere Er 
rte 
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Selected Biographical Glossary 
of persons cited by al-Khallal 


‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal (213- 
290/828-903): Imam Ahmad’s second son and al-Khallal’s 
teacher. He finalised and transmitted his father’s Musnad 
and the latter praised his knowledge of hadith. He narra- 
ted that Imam Ahmad said: 


When al-Shafi‘i came to us [in Baghdad] I took Ishaq b. 
Rahuyah by the hand and we went to al-Za‘farani and told 
him: “This man has come and we need to hear from him 
these books. You are more articulate (afsah) than us, so 
you can read them for us before him. So he read them, 
and the transmission was, for al-Za‘farani, of the gira@’atan 
type and, for us, of the ‘ardan type.'”” 


On his deathbed ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad asked to be buried 
in Bab al-Tibn at the Qati‘at Umm Ja ‘far area of Baghdad 
instead of his father’s gravesite, saying: “I have authentic 
proof that there is a Prophet buried in al-Qati‘a and I 
prefer to be near a Prophet than near my father.”’* A full 
half of the Kitab al-Sunna published today under his name 
consists of forgeries. 


Abu Bakr al-Marrudhi: Abt Bakr Ahmad b. Muhammad 
b. al-Hajjaj al-Marwazi or Marwadhi or Marrudhi (d. 
275/888). A trustworthy hadith master hailing from Merv, 
he was the closest companion of Imam Ahmad whom he 
ay Al-Bayhaqi, Mandqib al-Shafit (ed. Sayyid Ahmad Saqr, 2 vols., Cairo: 
Dar al-Turath, 1390/1970) 1:226. 

re Yaqut al-Hamawi, Mu ‘jam al-Buldan (5 vols. Beirut: Dar Sadir, 1397/ 
1977) 1:306. 
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helped wash and lay to rest, and al-Khallal’s principal 
teacher. He was celebrated for his piety and wrote a book 
on the linguistic difficulties of hadith among other works. 
He narrated in his Mansak that Imam Ahmad preferred for 
one to make fawassul through the Prophet in every single 
supplication with the wording: 


O Allah! I am turning to You with Your Prophet, the 
Prophet of mercy. O Muhammad! I am turning with 
you to my Lord for the fulfillment of my need. 


The report is mentioned in the books of the Hanbali school 
as part of the figh of du‘d in the rain prayer (istisqd’).'” 
Among al-Marrudhi’s junior students was Abu Muhammad 
al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Khalaf al-Barbahari (d. 329/941).'° 


Abu Ishaq: ‘Amr b. ‘Abd Allah al-Hamdani al-Sabi‘l (33- 
127/654-745), a major Tabi‘t who narrated from Jarir, ‘Adi 
b. Hatim, Zayd b. Arqam, Ibn ‘Abbas and many other Com- 
panions. From him narrated his son Yunus, his grandson 
Israil, Shu‘ba, the two Sufyans, Abt Bakr b. ‘Iyash, and 
others. He spent his life narrating hadith, fasting in the 
day and praying at night, and performing jihad.'"' 


Abu Mu ‘awiya al-Aswad Mawla Bani Umayya: His name 
was Yaman but he is known by his kunya. “One of the 


'°9 Cf. Ibn Muflih, Fura‘ (ed. “Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Muhsin al<Turki, 12 
vols., Beirut: Mu’assasat al-Risala, 1424/2003) 3:229 Istisqa’; al-Mardawi, 
Insaf (ed. Muhammad Hamid al-Fiqqi, 12 vols., Cairo: Matba‘at al- 
Sunnat al-Muhammadiyya, 1374/1955) 2:456; al-Buhtti, Kashshdf (ed. 
Wizarat al-‘Adl, KSA, 15 vols., Riyadh, 1421/2000) 3:443; Ibn Qudama, 
Wasiyya (p. 93). 

60 Thn Abi Ya ‘la, Tabaqat al-Handbila (1:56). 


'8l \LDhahabi, Kashif (2:82 $4185). 
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major Awliyd’ Allah, he was considered to be among the 
Substitute-Saints (min al-Abdal)” (al-Dhahabi), a companion 
of Ibrahim b. Ad’ham and Sufyan (whom he preferred) who 
lived outside Damascus. Among those who narrated from 
him: Ahmad b. Abi al-Hawari al-Dimashqi, ‘Amr b. Aslam 
al-Tarasusi, ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Affan, Qasim b. ‘Uthman 
al-‘Abdi al-Ju ‘i and others. A visitor asked him why he kept 
a mushaf in his room although he was blind. Abu Mu ‘awiya 
said: “Can you keep this secret until my death?” The man 
said yes. Abu Mu‘awiya said: “Truly whenever I want to 
read my eyesight is opened for me.”'” When a group of 
visitors asked him for his du‘d@ he said: “O Allah, grant me 
mercy through them and do not deprive them because of 
me.”'” Among his sayings: “Allah is more generous than 
to lavish His bounty except He completes it," 
someone use it in a good deed except He accepts it. 
Yahya b. Ma‘in would narrate the following and weep: 


or to have 


9165 


I saw Abu Mu‘awiya collect rags from garbage-heaps (al- 
mazabil), wash them and wear them, as well as carrot-stumps 
and other discarded food which he would gather, cook 
and eat. He was told: “Abu Mu ‘awiya al-Aswad! You can be 
given better than these to wear.” He would say: “Nothing 
of what afflicts them in this world really harms them; Allah 
will compensate for them every loss with Paradise.”!”° 


° al-Lalaka’i, Karamdt al-Awliya@ (= vol. 5 of his Sharh Usul I‘tigad Ahl 
al-Sunna, ed. Ahmad al-Ghamidi, 5 vols., 2nd ed., Riyadh: Dar Tayba, 
1415/1994) 5:272-273 §213. 

°° al-Dhahabi, Siyar (9:79). 

°* Te. to take us back in a state of belief in Him after He lavished belief 
upon us. 

® Tbn Abi al-Dunya, al-Shukr lillah (ed. Muhammad Basytni Zaghlul, 
Beirut: Mu/assasat al-Kutub al-Thaqafiyya, 1413/1993) p. 58 §141. 

°° thn ‘Asakir, Tarikh (67:242-248). 
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Abu Wail: Shagiq b. Salama al-Asadi (7BH-82/615-701), a 
“Successor (tabi) born in Jahiliyya” (mukhadram) who 
narrated from ‘Umar and Mu‘adh b. Jabal—Allah be well- 
pleased with them. From him narrated Mansur b. Salama 
and al-A‘mash. “One of the scholars who practised their 
knowledge” (al-Dhahabi).'”” 


Abu Yusuf al-Ghasuli: Ya‘qub b. al-Mughira (d. 240/854), 
one of the great ascetics famous for never eating anything 
unless absolutely certain of its licitness. He lived a life of 
jihad on the Syrian-Byzantine frontier of Tarasus and died 
there. He was praised by his companions al-Sari al-Saqati 
and Ibrahim b. Ad’ham as well as by Ahmad b. Hanbal as 
an examplar of scrupulous Godwariness (wara‘). He nar- 
rated from Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna and from him narrated Abu 
‘Imran al-Tarastsi. To those who saw him one time refrain 
from eating and asked him: “Do you doubt it is lawful?” he 
replied: “I do not doubt it is lawful; but doing-without is 
only in lawful things” (innamd al-zuhd fil-halal).'°° 


Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal, Abt ‘Abd Allah al- 
Dhuhli al-Shaybani al-Marrtdhi al-Baghdadi (164-241/ 
780-855):' the pious, ascetic, foremost jurist and hadith 


'87 4|-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:489 $2303). 

'®8 Tbn al-Jawzi, Sifat al-Safwa and Ibn al-‘Adim, Bughyat al-Talab ft 
Tarikh Halab (ed. Suhayl Zakkar, 12 vols., Damascus: Suhayl Zakkar, 
1988-1989) 10:4659-4660, both sub Abt: Yusuf al-Ghastli. Ibn Ad’ham 
called this the zuhd of merit (zuhd al-fadl) as opposed to the obligatory 
(avoiding hardm) and the cautionary (abstaining when in doubt): Ibn al- 
A‘rabi, al-Zuhd (ed. Khadija Kamil, Cairo: Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya, 
1998) p. 58. The upshot is that it is the highest and best, cf. p. 76. 

69 a-Dhahabi, Siyar, chapter on Imam Ahmad; Ibn al-Subki, Tabagat al- 
Shafi‘iyya al-Kubraé (2:46-47); and Salih b. Ahmad, Sirat al-Imaém Ahmad 
(ed. Muhammad al-Zughli, Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami, 1997) p. 32-47. 
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master, “the true Shaykh of Islam and leader of the 
Muslims in his time, the hadith master and proof of the 
Religion” (al-Dhahabi) by whom “Allah reinforced this 
Religion at the time of the Ordeal (al-mihna) as He had re- 
inforced it with Abu Bakr al-Siddiq on the day of the Great 
Apostasy (al-Ridda)” (Ibn al-Madini). The last of the Mujtahid 
Imams whose schools remain to this day, he studied under 
Hushaym, Ibrahim b. Sa‘d, Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna, “Abbad b. 
“Abbad, Yahya b. Abi Za’ida, Yahya b. Sa‘id al-Qattan and 
countless others. From him narrated al-Bukhari, Muslim, 
Abt Dawud, Abt Zur‘a [al-Razi], Mutayyan, his sons ‘Abd 
Allah and Salih, Abu al-Qasim al-Baghawi and a huge 
array of scholars. ‘Abd Allah b. Ahmad said: “Abu Zur‘a 
said to me: ‘Your father memorised a million hadiths.” 
Ahmad lived at a time when the power of Mu ‘tazilites 
over the caliphate became such that Ahl al-Sunna wal- 
Jama‘a scholars were routinely persecuted for their affir- 
mation of credal doctrines such as the uncreatedness of the 
Qur’an and the vision of Allah in the hereafter. Most of 
the scholars caved in to the threat of torture except a 
handful: Ahmad ibn Hanbal who was jailed and lashed, 
Ahmad b. Nasr al-Khuza‘I who was decapitated by al- 
Wathiq’s own hand then crucified for six years for de- 
claring that Allah could be seen in the hereafter, Muham- 
mad b. Nuh,'” Nu‘aym b. Hammad who died in chains, 
al-Fadl b. Dukayn who replied to his inquisitor, “The 
Qur’an is the Speech of Allah and I fear less for my neck 
than for my shirt-button,” ‘Affan b. Muslim, al-Buwayti 
who died in chains, Isma‘il b. Abi Uways, Abt: Mus‘ab al- 
Zubri, Abu Yahya al-Hammani, ‘Abd al-A‘la b. Mus’hir 
who died in prison, and al-Harith b. Miskin al-Dibbi. 
Others simply answered “Yes, it is created” and were re- 


1 See al-Hathth §46 and biographical entry “Ibn Nuh.” 
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leased with a gift of two dinars. 

At the time of Ahmad’s 28-month detention and lashing 
by the authorities he was pressed in vain to admit to the 
creation of the Qur’an by relentless arguments which he 
all rebutted as narrated by his son the hadith master Abt 
al-Fad1 Salih b. Ahmad: 


- What do you say about the Qur’an? 

- And you, what do you say about the knowledge of Allah? 

- Did Allah not say: Allah is the Creator of all things (Strat al- 
Ra‘d 13:16)—is not the Qur’an a thing? 

- Allah also said: Destroying all things (Strat al-Ahqaf 46:25), 
then it [the wind] destroyed all except whatever Allah willed. 

- Never comes there unto them a new (muhdath) reminder from their 
Lord (Strat al-Anbiya’ 21:2). Can something new be other than 
created? 

- Allah said: Sad. By the Qur’an that contains the Reminder (Strat 
Sad 38:1). “The” reminder is the Qur’an, while the other verse 
does not say “the.”!7! 

- But the hadith of ‘Imran b. Husayn states: “Allah created the 
Reminder.” 

- That is not correct, several narrated it to us as: “Allah wrote 
the Reminder.”!” 

- What about the hadith of Ibn Mas‘ud: “Allah did not create 
a garden of Paradise nor a fire of Hell nor a heaven nor an 
earth more tremendous (a‘zam) than the Verse of the Throne 
(2:255)72!” 


'7l Another version states that he answered: “It is possible that it is the 
Qur’an’s revelation to us (tanziluhu ilaynd) that is new; not the dhikr 
itself.” Narrated through al-Bayhaqi by Ibn Kathir in al-Biddya wal- 
Nihaya (ed. “Abd Allah b. ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-Turki, 21 vols., Jiza (Egypt): 
Dar Hajar, 1419/1998) 14:385. 

172 al-Bukhari (Bad? al-khalq: “Allah was when there was nothing else 
than Him, and His Throne was upon the water, and He wrote in the Re- 
minder (al-dhikr) all things, and He created the heavens and the earth.” 

' a-Tirmidhi (Fada’il al-Qur’an, md ja? fi Strat Al ‘Imran) in which he 
mentions Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna’s explanation that this is because the Gar- 
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- Being created here applies to the Garden, the Fire, heaven 
and earth. It does not apply to the Qur’an. 

- The narration of Khabbab states: “I admonish you to ap- 
proach Allah with all that you can; but you can never approach 
Him with something dearer to Him than His Speech.”'” 

- And that is true. 


When Muhammad b. Yazid al-Mustamli asked him 
about the undisputed hadith master ‘Abd al-Razzaq_al- 
San ‘ani —one of al-Bukhari’s teachers: “Did he [‘Abd al- 
Razzaq] possess figh?” Ahmad replied: “How rare is figh 
among those who know hadith!” Yusuf b. al-Husayn al- 
Razi (d. 304/ca.917) said: “I came to Ahmad b. Hanbal in 
the early days of al-Mutawakkil’s rule and said, ‘Narrate a 
hadith to me by which I shall remember you and invoke 
mercy upon you.’ He said: ‘Marwan al-Fazari narrated to 
us, from Hilal Abu al-Mu‘alla, from Anas: Three birds 
were offered to the Prophet—upon him blessings and 
peace—and he gave his servant one of them to eat. The 
next day she brought it to him. He said: “Did I not forbid 
you to store up food? Truly, Allah Most High provides the 
sustenance of each morning.”'!” Then Ahmad said: ‘This is 
very suited for you, Sufi! Narrate it’ (hadha min babatik ya 
stifi, haddith bih)!”'”° 


Bishr b. al-Harith: Abu Nasr al-Khurasani al-Baghdadi, 
known as Bishr al-Hafi (The Barefooted) (151-227/768- 
842), was a disciple of Fudayl b. ‘Iyad and teacher of al- 
Sari al-Saqati. He took hadith from Malik, Ibn al-Mubarak, 


den, the Fire, etc. are all created as opposed to the Qur’an. 

'4 Hakim, Mustadrak (2:441); al-Bayhaqi, Asma? (1:587-588 $513-514). 
Ahmad through a fair chain according to al-Haythami (10:546 
§18188 and 10:579 §18273). 

'78 Th Abi Ya ‘la, Tabaqat al-Handbila (1:418-419). 
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Hammad b. Zayd, Sharik, Hushaym, and others. Al- 
Daraqutni called him zdhid jabal thigqa—an ascetic who is a 
mountain of knowledge and trustworthiness. Among his 
sayings: “If talking pleases you, keep silent; and if silence 
pleases you, then speak.” His grandfather was a Khurasani 
Zoroastrian named Babur. Ibn al-Jawzi relates from Zubda, 
Bishr’s sister: 


One time Bishr entered my house late at night. He placed 
one of his feet inside the house and the other outside, and 
remained thus in reflection until dawn. Later I asked him: 
“What were you thinking about all night?” He said: “I was 
thinking of Bishr-the-Christian, Bishr-the-Jew, Bishr-the- 
Zoroastrian, and about my soul and about my name of 
Bishr (gladness), and I said to myself: “What have you 
done to merit that He single you out?’ And I kept thinking 
of His immense favor towards me, and thanking Him that 
He has made me one of His special servants and clothed 
me with the vestment of His beloved ones.”!”” 


He once met a drunkard on the road who began kissing 
him and shouting: Ya sayyidi! Ya Aba Nasr! and Bishr did 
not push him away from him. When the drunkard left, 
Bishr’s eyes filled with tears and he said: “A man who loved 
another man because he imagined that there was some 
good in him—yet perhaps the lover is saved while the one 
who is loved is uncertain about his own fate.” Imam 
Ahmad was in awe of Bishr and considered him one of the 
“Substitute-Saints” (Abdal), only regretting that he did not 
complete the Sunna by marrying.’ 


al-Fudayl b. ‘Iyad (d. 187/803): One of the famous early 


7 Ton al-Jawzi, Sifat al-Safwa, sub Bishr b. al-Harith. 


'8 Thn Abi Ya‘la, Tabaqdt (1:263) and Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib (1:445). 
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ascetics and scholars who took hadith from Sufyan, a 
friend of Ibn al-Mubarak and teacher to major figures such 
as al-Shafi‘i, Ashhab (Malik’s student) and Bishr al-Hafi. He 
was among those reputed to eat and sleep so little that he 
used to pray the fajr prayer with the same ablution as his 
last “isha prayer.'” Al-Khatib in his Sharaf Ashab al-Hadith 
narrates from him that he called hadith scholars “The 
Inheritors of Prophets.” Al-Khallal cites him once (§29). 


al-Hasan: al-Hasan b. Abi al-Hasan Yasar Abt Sa‘id al- 
Basri (d. 110/728), one of the major early Imams of 
jurisprudence, Hadith (he transmits over 1,400 narrations 
in the Nine Books alone), and Qur’anic exegesis, consi- 
dered by the Basrians to be the greatest of the Tabi‘in and 
by the Salaf (such as Qatada) to be one of the “Substitute- 
Saints” (Abdal). He was the son of a freedwoman of Umm 
Salama the Mother of the Believers and a freedman of 
Zayd b. Thabit, the stepson of the Prophet—upon him and 
them blessings and peace. Umm Salama nursed him. His 
mother took him as a child to ‘Umar who supplicated for 
him with the words: “O Allah! Make him wise in the Reli- 
gion and beloved to people.” He became famous for his 
strict embodiment of the Sunna of the Prophet, knowledge, 
piety and simple living (zuhd), fearless remonstrances of 
the authorities, and power of attraction both in discourse 
and appearance. One of the early formal Sufis in both the 
general and the literal sense, he wore all his life a cloak of 
wool (siif). He used to swear by Allah that the true believer 
could not feel other than sadness in this world'*? and was 


'7 Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari, Sharh ‘Ayn al-‘Ilm (2 vols. in 1, Cairo: al-Matba‘at 
al-‘Amira, 1291/1874) 1:67-68. 
'80 Narrated from Shumayt, ‘Abbad b. Hisham, Hazm b. Abi Hazm and 
others by Abu Nu‘aym (2:133). 
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the reason Habib al-‘Ajami abandoned trading and 
entered the path of asceticism and perpetual worship.'*' 
He defined the fagih as “he who has renounced the world, 
longs for the hereafter, possesses insight in his Religion, 
and worships his Lord without cease” and he described 
tahajjud as “the hardest thing I have ever seen; it is the act 
of the Godwary (al-muttaqin) and it is obligatory (fard) upon 
the Muslims, if only the time it takes to milk an ewe.” |? 
About the memorisers of Qur’an in his time al-Hasan said: 


The reciters of Qur’an (al-qurra’) are three types. The first 
take the Qur’an as a merchandise by which to earn their 
bread; the second uphold its letters and lose its laws, ag- 
grandising themselves over the people of their country 
and seeking gain through it from the rulers. There are 
many qurra’ that belong to that type. May Allah not in- 
crease them! Finally, the third type have sought the hea- 
ling of the Qur’an and applied it over their sick hearts, 
fleeing with it to their places of prayer, wrapping them- 
selves in it. Those have felt fear and put on the garment of 
sadness. Those are the ones for whose sake Allah sends 
rain and victory over the enemies. By Allah! That kind of 
qari’ is rarer than red sulphur.'** 


al-Hasan b. ‘Arafa al-‘Abdi al-Mu’addib (150-257/767-871) 
was the student of Isma‘il b. “Ayyash and Ibn al-Mubarak 
and centenarian teacher of al-Tirmidhi, Ibn Majah, Ibn Abi 
Hatim and countless others. He authored the famous Juz’ 
Ibn ‘Arafa and said of himself: “Five generations (khamsat 


aCe chapter on Habib al-‘Ajami in Ibn al-Mulaqqin, Tabaqdt al- 
Awliya’. 

182 Ibn al-Jawzi, Adab al-Hasan al-Basri (ed. Sulayman al-Harsh, 
Damascus: Dar al-Siddiq, 1426/2005) p. 29-31. 

sea Fe al-Qasim b. Sallam, Fada@l al-Qur’dn (ed. Wahbi Sulayman Ghawji, 
Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-“Tmiyya, 1411/1991) p. 60 §4. 
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qurun) have narrated from me.”'™* 


Hudhayfa b. Qatada al-Mar‘ashi al-Antaki (d. 207/822): A 
disciple of Sufyan and one of the ascetics who, like Abt 
Yusuf al-Ghasuli, Sulayman al-Khawwas and others, never 
ate anything unless absolutely certain of its licitness. 
Among his sayings: “Whoever loves voluntary worship 
(nawafil) more than to leave this world, I am not sure he 
will not be bankrupt.” “None has ever been afflicted by 
worse a thing than a hard heart.” “For me to avoid a single 
sin is dearer than to go on pilgrimage.” “Let your work be 
for Allah; love for others what you love for yourself; and 
scrutinise the provenance of your piece of bread: do these 
three things and you will have a share in every blessing 
that comes down from heaven.”'” 


Ibn Aslam: Abt al-Hasan Muhammad b. Aslam b. Salim b. 
Yazid al-Tusi al-Kindi, mawldhum (d. 242/856), author of a 
Musnad and of the famous Arba‘in al-Tisiyya and one of 
the major Sufis, student to al-Nadr b. Shumayl and teacher 
to Ibn Khuzayma among many others, “He resembled no- 
thing less than the Companions of the Prophet, upon him 
blessings and peace” (Muhammad b. Rafi‘); “the Rabbani 
of this Umma, the like of whom my eye never saw” (Ibn 
Khuzayma); “the Sawdd al-A‘zam, stauncher a Sunni I 
never heard of in fifty years” (Ishaq b. Rahtyah); “one of 
the trustworthy hadith masters and abddl among the 
awltya’, he resembled Ahmad b. Hanbal” (al-Dhahabi). His 
funeral was witnessed by a million people.'** 


ie al-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:327 §1042) and Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib al-Tahdhib 


(2:293-294 §523). 
'® Aba Nu‘aym (8:268-270). 


ee al-Dhahabi, Tadhkirat al-Huffaz (sub Muhammad b. Aslam b. Salim). 
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Ibn Mahdi: Abt. Sa‘id ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Mahdi b. 
Hassan al-‘Anbari al-Basri (135-198/753-814), one of the 
major early Imams of hadith, Sufyan al-Thawri’s devoted 
student, ‘Ali b. al-Madini’s teacher and a Maliki according 
to the latter. Al-Shafi‘l said: “I do not know his peer in the 
entire world” and authored the Risdla on the principles of 
jurisprudence upon his request. He took hadith from 
Malik, the two Sufyans, the two Hammads (b. Zayd and b. 
Salama), Shu‘ba, al-Majishtn, and Sharik. From him nar- 
rated Ibn Wahb, Ahmad, Ibn Ma‘in, Ibn al-Madini, Ibn 
Sallam, Ibn Abi Shayba, and others. Whenever he read out 
Hadith, he would order his students to be silent and recite 
O you who believe! Lift not up your voices above the voice of the 
Prophet (Surat al-Hujurat 49:2). Asked how he could tell 
the authentic hadith from the inauthentic he replied: “As 
the physician knows the madman.” Challenged about his 
dismissal of a man’s narration he replied: “Do you see the 
man who brings a coin to the jeweller, asking him to exam- 
ine a certain coin? If the jeweller says to him, ‘It is counter- 
feit’ and he challenges his opinion the jeweller will reply: 
‘Stick to my job for twenty years as I have done so that you 
will know what I know.’” Another time he said: “Knowledge 
of hadith is inspiration (iham).” 

Certain partisans of the Madinan School incorrectly cite 
Ibn Mahdi as saying, “The Sunna of the people of Madina 
is more excellent than hadith.” The correct form of this 
statement is: “Some of the Sunna of the people of Madina 
is better than the hadith’—meaning, said Ibn ‘Abd al- 
Barr, better than the hadith we have with us in Iraq.'*” 


87 41-Khatib, Jami‘ (2:382-383 §§1835, 1837-1838); Ibn Farhtin, al-Dibaj 


al-Mudhahhab ft Ma‘rifat ‘Ulama@ al-Madhhab (ed. Ma’mitn b. Muhyi al- 
Din al-Jannan, Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyya, 1996) p. 238; Ibn “Abd 
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Ibn Muhayriz: “Abd Allah b. Muhayriz (d. 99/718) was a 
major Imam of the Tabi‘in in law and hadith in Makka. 


Ibn Nuh: Muhammad b. Nuh b. Maymutn al-‘Jjli (d. 218/ 
833), one of the Ahl al-Sunna scholars who were persecuted 
from the start of the Abbasid-Mu‘tazilite Inquisition (al- 
mihna) and never yielded. He lived in Baghdad next door 
to Ahmad b. Hanbal who praised him as trustworthy and 
recommended for others to take Hadith from him although 
he narrated very few hadiths, among them one which he 
alone transmits, from Ibn ‘Umar, that the Prophet—upon 
him blessings and peace—said: “There is no Umma except 
some of it is in Paradise and some of it in Hellfire, except 
my Umma: truly it is [all] in Paradise.” al-Ma’mtn had him 
and Imam Ahmad arrested together with instructions they 
be brought to the imperial Abbasid capital of al-Raqqa in 
present-day Syria. Ahmad related: 


I never saw stauncher in upholding what Allah commands 
than Muhammad b. Nuh despite his young age and 
humble knowledge. I believe that Allah did in fact give 
him an excellent end. He told me one day when we were 
alone: “Abu ‘Abd Allah—Allah, Allah!—you are not like 
me; you are a man who is a guide to others. The masses 
are stretching their necks to see what you will do next. So 
fear Allah and be firm on what He commands!” I was asto- 
nished at him, how he was encouraging me to be strong 
and admonishing me—and see how he was granted to die! 
He endured like this and fell ill then somewhere along the 
way—in ‘Ana—he died. I prayed over him and buried 


him 188 


al-Barr, al-Tamhid li-ma fil-Muwatta’ min al-Ma ‘ani wal-Asdnid (ed. Mustafa 


b. Ahmad al-‘Alawi and Muhammad ‘Abd al-Kabir al-Bakri, 26 vols., 
Rabat: al-Matba ‘at al-Malakiyya, 1387/1967) 1:79-81. 


'88 Narrated from Hanbal b. Ishaq b. Hanbal (Ahmad’s cousin) cf. al- 


112 Selected Biographical Glossary 


Ibrahim b. Yazid al-Nakha‘i al-Kufi, Abt ‘Imran (d. 96/ 
715): One of the major Imams of the junior Tabi‘in, famed 
for his piety and scrupulosity. He saw ‘A’isha and narrated 
from the senior Tdabi‘in such as his maternal uncle al- 
Aswad b. Yazid (d. 74/693) and ‘Alqama.'*” 


Ibrahim b. Ad’ham (d. 161 or 162/779): One of the Arab 
ascetics from the nobility of the Bantu ‘Ijl. He harvested 
fields for hire, singing poetry such as Take Allah for a friend 
/ and leave aside mankind. When he finished harvesting he 
would send one of his companions to collect their pay and 
would not touch the dirhams by hand but gift his share to 
his friends saying: “Go and eat with it what you like.” If he 
did not harvest he would guard orchards and fields for 
hire. He fasted every day whether travelling or at home 
and did not sleep at night but sat and meditated. He 
grounded grain with his bare hand. Yahya b. Yaman said 
that whenever Sufyan sat with Ibrahim b. Ad’ham he would 
refrain from speech. He was extremely generous. Sahl b. 
Ibrahim related: “I accompanied Ibrahim b. Ad’ham on a 
trip. He spend his reserves on me then I fell ill. I was miss- 
ing a certain food so he sold his donkey and got it for me. 
I said: ‘What are we going to ride on?’ He said: ‘On my 
neck.’ Then he carried me for three travel stops.” He was a 
person of many miracles (karamat) and was seen once eating 
dates from an oak-tree. Another time a shipwreck was aver- 
ted after his du‘d. Among his sayings: “Every king that is 
unjust is on a par with thieves; every scholar that is not 
Godwary is on a par with wolves; and anyone that serves 
other than Allah is on a par with dogs.”"”° 


Khatib, Tarikh (3:322-323). Anah is an Iraqi town between Haditha and 
the Syrian border. 


'S9 al-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:227 $221). 


al-Dhahabi, (ed. ‘Umar Tadmuri, 53 vols., Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al- 


The Exhortation to Trade, Industry and Work 113 


‘Ikrima (d. 106/725): Mawla Ibn ‘Abbas, one of the major 
exegetes of the Tabi‘in, he narrated from Ibn ‘Abbas and 
Abt Hurayra, and from him Ayyub al-Sakhtiyani among 
countless others. He was “very trustworthy except he was 
an Ibadi who validated armed rebellion... Malik avoided 
[narrating from] him” (al-Dhahabi)." 


Ka‘b al-Ahbar b. Mati‘ al-Himyari, Abu Ishaq (68BH- 
34/556-655): He was an erudite Yemeni Jew who converted 
to Islam after the death of the Prophet—upon him bless- 
ings and peace—and came to Madina in ‘Umar’s caliphate 
then moved to Syro-Palestine and died in Hims. He is 
trustworthy in hadith and is one of the Tabi‘in from whom 
major Companions and Successors related reports such as 
Abt Hurayra, Ibn ‘Abbas, ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amr and Sa‘id b. 
al-Musayyab among many others. His narrations are in the 
Four Sunan. He died aged over 100 in the caliphate of 
“Uthman.'” 


Ma‘mar b. Rashid al-San “ani (d. 153/770): the major pious 
hadith master and author of a Jami‘ in hadith, he was the 
principal teacher of ‘Abd al-Razzaq al-San‘ani among 
many others. 


al-Ma’mun was the Abbasid Abu Ja‘far ‘Abd Allah al- 
Ma’mtn b. Hartin (170-218/786-833), son of Hartin al- 
Rashid, who succeeded his brother al-Amin and ruled for 
two decades from 197/813 until his death. Just a few 
months before his death he initiated the Islamic Inquisi- 
tion (al-mihna) against mainstream orthodoxy in promo- 


“Arabi, 1418/1998) 10:50-55 cf. Abu Nu‘aym (7:368-end and 8:1-58). 
'9l Kashif (2:33 $3867). 


192 hn Hajar, Tahdhib (8:438-440 §793). 
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tion of Mu‘tazilism and the non-Sunni tenets of the 
created nature of the Qur’an and the non-vision of Allah 
by the believers in the hereafter. 


Mujahid b. Jabr, Abu al-Hajjaj al-Makhztmi (d. 102), one 
of the major commentators of the Qur’an among the 
Tabi‘in and of the highest rank in reliability among hadith 
narrators (thiqa). Ibn Sa‘d in his Tabaqat and others narrate 
that he went over the explanation of the Holy Qur’an to- 
gether with his teacher Ibn ‘Abbas thirty times. Al-ASmash 
said: “Mujahid was like someone who carried a treasure— 
whenever he spoke, pearls came out of his mouth.” Among 
his famous sayings: “There is no creature of Allah except 
you can take or leave what they said except the Prophet.” 


al-Mu‘tasim was the Abbasid caliph Abt Ishaq “Abbas al- 
Mu‘tasim b. Hartin (178-227/794-842), a son of Hartin al- 
Rashid, who succeeded his half-brother al-Ma’mtn as 
caliph and ruled for nine years (218-227/833-842). At first 
he continued his predecessors’ support for Mu‘tazilism, 
and repression of dissenters but he then ended the repres- 
sion and freed Ahmad and others from jail. 


Qatada b. Di‘ama, Abt al-Khattab al-Sadusi (61-118/681- 
736): One of the well-established trustworthy hadith mas- 
ters and a major Imam of tafsir among the Tabi‘in. He was 
blind and heard from Anas and ‘Abd Allah b. Sarjis, and 
from him Ayyutb al-Sakhtiyani, Shu‘ba and Abu ‘Awana 
among many others.” 


'S abt Nu‘aym (3:280); Dhahabi, Siyar and Ibn al-Jawzi, Sifat al-Safwa 


(both of them sub Mujahid). 
'4 al-Dhahabi, Kashif (2:134 $4551). 
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Sa‘id b. Jubayr, Abu Muhammad and Abt ‘Abd Allah al- 
Wabili mawldhum (46-95/666-714): Ibn ‘Abbas’s close stu- 
dent and one of the major Imams of the Tabi‘in in tafsir 
and figh, he also studied with ‘Abd Allah b. Mughaffal. 
From him narrated al-A‘mash and countless others. He 
died a shahid. He was of Abyssinian origin.'*” 


Sa‘id b. al-Musayyab b. Hazn, Abu Muhammad (14- 
94/635-713): The son and grandson of the Companions al- 
Musayyab and his father Hazn b. Abi Wahb al-Qurashi al- 
Makhzumi, greatest of the Tabi‘ narrators of hadith, and 
one of the “Seven Jurists of Madina” whose agreement 
Malik deemed a Consensus binding on the entire Umma.'”° 
His mursal (missing the Companion-link) reports are consi- 
dered the most authentic of their type. 


Salih b. Ahmad b. Muhammad b. Hanbal, Abt  al-Fadl 
(203-265/ 819-879): Ahmad’s eldest son and ‘Abd Allah’s 
half-brother, a Hanbali jurist and hadith master. He nar- 
rated from his father, Ibn al-Madini and others, and from 
him al-Baghawi, Ibn Abi ‘Asim, Ibn Abi Hatim and others. 
He chronicled Imam Ahmad’s Ordeal (mithna) at the hands 
of the Mu‘tazili state.'*’ At his appointment ceremony as 


195 


al-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:433 §1860). 

'88 These seven are: Sa‘id b. al-Musayyab, al-Qasim b. Muhammad b. 
Abi Bakr, ‘Urwa b. al-Zubayr, Kharija b. Zayd, Abt Salama b. ‘Abd al- 
Rahman, ‘Ubayd Allah b. “Utba and Sulayman b. Yasar. Ibn al-Mubarak 
names Salim b. ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Umar instead of Abt Salama while Abt 
al-Zinad mentions Abt Bakr b. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. al-Harith instead of 
either. Some name Muhammad b. ‘Amr b. Hazm. See al-Nawawi, al- 
Taqrib li-Sunan al-Bashir al-Nadhir (‘Tlmiyya ed. p. 98) and Ibn al-Subki in 
the 1992 ed. of his Tabagat al-Shafi‘iyya al-Kubré (5:147). 

ea Salih b. Ahmad b. Hanbal, Strat al-Imaém Ahmad (ed. Muhammad al- 
Zughli, Beirut: al-Maktab al-Islami, 1997). 
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head judge of Ispahan in its great mosque he wept and 
said: “I weep because I thought of my father seeing me in 
such a state—covered in riches.” Later he said: “Whenever 
a self-denier or ascetic (zahid aw mutaqashshif) visited him 
he would send for me so I could look at him. He loved for 
me to become like that. But Allah knows I did not enter 
into this worldly affair except due to overwhelming debt 
and many dependants.”'** Al-Khallal does not narrate di- 
rectly from him but through at least one intermediary (cf. 
§§12, 111). 


al-Sari b. Yahya al-Shaybani al-Basri (d. 167/784) is a 
trustworthy hadith scholar who narrated from al-Hasan al- 
Basri and ‘Amr b. Dinar. The major hadith masters ‘Abd 
Allah b. Wahb and Imam Muslim b. al-Hajjaj narrated 
from him.'” 


al-Sha‘bi: ‘Amir b. Sharahil Abu ‘Amr al-Sha‘bi (d. 103 or 
104/ ca.722), one of the major Imams of the junior Tabi‘in 
in hadith narration as well as figh, he was compared to Ibn 
‘Abbas in his time. Makhtl said: “I never saw more 
judicious than al-Sha‘bi.” Born in the time of ‘Umar, he 
narrated from ‘Ali, Abu Hurayra and al-Mughira among 
many others and had countless sutdents. He said he was 
able to meet 500 Companions and that he had a photo- 
graphic memory.”” 


Sharik b. ‘Abd Allah al-Nakha‘i Abu ‘Abd Allah (95-177/ 
714-793) the Qadi of Kufa and major hadith master, he 
narrated from Salama b. Kuhayl, and from him Ibn Abi 


'88 al-Dhahabi, Siyar (12:529-530). 


al-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:427 §1814). 
al-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:522 §2531). 
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‘ s . 201 
Shayba among others. His narrations are in the Sunan. 


Shu‘ba b. al-Hajjaj, Abu Bistam al-‘Ataki al-Basri (d. 
160/776): One of the 30 or so “Commanders of the Believ- 
ers in Hadith.” He narrated from Qatada and others. 
About 2,000 reports revolve around him in the Six Books.?” 


Sufyan: Abu ‘Abd Allah Sufyan b. Sa‘id b. Masrtq al- 
Thawri al-Mudari al-Kufi (97-161/716-778), the Godfear- 
ing, wise, ascetic, grief-stricken Imam, “Commander of the 
Believers in Hadith”—the highest level in hadith master- 
ship—with a photographic memory, “Shaykh al-Islam and 
leader of the practicing Ulema in his time” (al-Dhahabi). 
He spoke precious words on money matters. He was once 
asked a question while he was buying something. He re- 
plied: “Leave me alone, my heart is with my dirham right 
now.” He said: “I would much prefer to leave behind 10,000 
dirhams over which Allah takes account of me rather than 
stand in need of people.” He also said: “In the past, money 
was disliked; but today it is the shield of the believer.” To a 
man who told him: “Abt ‘Abd Allah! You hold dinars in 
your hand?” He replied: “Be quiet! Were it not for them, 
the kings would use us to wipe themselves (la-tamandala 
bind al-muluk)!” He also said: “The ‘dlim is the cure in the 
Religion and money its disease. If the ‘dlim drags the dis- 
ease to himself, when can he heal others?” 

Qabisa b. ‘Ugba said that no-one sat with Sufyan except 
they remembered death. Yusuf b. Asbat”’’ narrates that he 
once handed Sufyan the ablution-pot in the evening and 
left him holding it pensively. When he saw him again at 


°0l aL-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:485 §2276). 


al-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:485 §2278). 
Or Asbat. One of the ascetics. See on him Ibn ‘Asakir, Tarikh (7:129). 
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dawn, he had not moved from his spot. He said: “I am still 
thinking about the next life.” He would reach states of 
anxiety about the Day of Judgment in which he urinated 
blood. He said: “I may see something against which I 
ought to speak out but I do not, then I urinate blood.” He 
also said: “I felt the fear of Allah to a point I wondered 
how I could still be alive, then I would say to myself: I have 
a fixed term of life, but I wish it were made lighter for me. 
My fear [of Allah] is such that I fear losing my mind.” An- 
other time he said: “I ask Allah to take away some of my 
fear of Him.” Ibn Mahdi said: “Night after night I would 
catch sight of Sufyan sitting up and calling out: “The Fire! 
The Fire! I cannot sleep nor feel pleasure anymore because 
I think of the Fire.” Abt. Nu‘aym said that Sufyan would be 
“useless for days” whenever this state overtook him. 

Sufyan’s garb was coarse and ragged and he ate dried 
meat and eggs. He said to Mu’ammal: “I do not tell you 
not to eat good things. Dress well and eat good things.” 

Ibn Mahdi once said: “I could not look at Sufyan di- 
rectly, he was too intimidating and full of majesty.” When 
he took care of Sufyan in his last illness he asked him 
about the permissibility of leaving the congregational pra- 
yer to that end. Sufyan said: “Serving a Muslim in need for 
one hour is better than congregational prayer.” Ibn Mahdi 
said: “From whom did you hear this?” Sufyan replied: 
“<Asim b. ‘Ubayd Allah narrated to me from ‘Abd Allah b. 
‘Amir b. Rabi‘a, from his father [the Companion ‘Amir b. 
Rabi‘a al-‘Anzi]: ‘I would prefer serving one man among 
the Muslims who is in need for a single day to 60 years of 
congregational prayers in which I never missed the open- 
ing takbira.””?** 


°F Tbn al-Jawzi, Mandqib al-Imam al-A‘zam Sufyan b. Sa‘id al-Thawri 


(Tanta: Dar al-Sahaba, 1413/1993); al-Dhahabi, Tadhkira (1:204). 
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Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna, Abu Muhammad al-Hilali, mawlahum, 
al-Kufi al-A‘war (d. 198/814): One of the major, trustwor- 
thy early Imams and masters of hadith, he narrated from 
al-Zuhri, “Amr b. Dinar, al-A‘mash and Ibn Jurayj; and from 
him al-Shafi‘i, Ahmad, Ibn al-Madini, and al-Za‘farani. Al- 
Khallal related from Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi, from Ahmad 
b. Hanbal: I heard Sufyan b. ‘Uyayna say: “Your thought 
about tomorrow’s sustenance is recorded against you as a 
sin.” 2” 


Sulayman al-Khawwas: A companion of Ibrahim b. 
Ad@’ham and one of the extreme ascetics who practised sca- 
venging (ligat)*”’ and was intensely scrupulous about the 
licitness of anything he ate. Sa‘id b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz went in 
to see him one day and said: 
- Why are you sitting in the dark? 
- The darkness of the grave is much worse. 
- Why alone? 
- Acompanion has rights and I fear lest I violate them. 
- Take this purse a spend from it; I swear before Allah it is 
licit. 
- [have no need of it. 
- Allah have mercy on you. Do you not see the state of 
people? Make du‘a’! 
- [Shouting] What is wrong with you, Sa‘id? First you 
entice me with dunyd then you entice me with religion? 
What is my du‘a@ and who am I! 

Sa‘id left and recounted everything to al-Awza‘i who 
said: “Leave Sulayman alone. He could be one of the Com- 
panions and he would still be a model of piety.””” 


20 al-Dhahabi, Siyar (14:297-298 §193). 
206 See 826. 


°° Thn al-Jawzi, Sifat al-Safwa, sub Ibrahim al-Khawwas. 
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Tawus b. Kaysan Abt ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Yamani (d. 
106/724), the Tabi Imam of canonical readings and juri- 
sprudence. He hailed from Persia and was named Dhakwan 
but was nicknamed “Peacock” (tdwiis) in reference to his 
leadership in gird’a. He narrated from ‘A’isha, Ibn ‘Abbas, 
and Abu Hurayra. From him narrated al-Zuhri and others. 
‘Amr b. Dinar said: “I never saw anyone like him.” He 
died in Makka.”°° 


“Urwa b. al-Zubayr, Abu ‘Abd Allah (d. 93 or 94/713): 
One of the major, abundant hadith narrators and jurists of 
the Tabi‘in and a most meticulous, trustworthy scholar who 
narrated from his parents, his maternal aunt Zaynab bint 
al-‘Awwam al-Asadiyya, ‘Ali b. Abi Talib and many others. 
From him narrated his children ‘Uthman, Hisham, ‘Abd 
Allah, Yahya, and Muhammad; al-Zuhri; and others. His 
son Hisham said: “My father fasted all year all his life and 
he died fasting.”*” 


Waki‘ b. al-Jarrah Abt Sufyan al-Ru’asi (128-197/746- 
812): One of the major Imams of hadith, teacher to al- 
Shafi‘i, Ahmad who said he never saw anyone stronger in 
memorisation, al-Qasim b. Sallam, Ibn Abi Shayba and 
Ishaq b. Rahtah, and a student of al-A‘mash, Hisham b. 
‘Urwa, and the two most senior students of Imam Abu 
Hanifa, Abu Yusuf and especially Zufar b. al-Hudhayl. al- 
Khallal narrates from him through a single intermediary, 
which is quite a “high” (i.e. short-chained and/or presti- 
gious) transmission for him.”'® Waki‘ compiled a Musannaf 


°08 a|-Dhahabi, Kashif (1:512-513 $2461). 


al-Dhahabi, Kashif (2:18 §3775). 
Once through Muhammad b. Ibrahim b. Mahdi (§40) who is 
unknown, and otherwise through Muhammad b. Isma‘il b. Samura al- 


209 


210 


The Exhortation to Trade, Industry and Work 121 


that was studied by al-Bukhari among others. The latter 
said: “I learned the books of Ibn al-Mubarak and Waki‘ 
and knew their sayings by heart at age sixteen.” Waki‘ pre- 
ferred long-chained narrations through jurists (fugahd’) to 
short-chained ones through non-fugahad’ and said: “The 
hadith current among the jurists is better than the one 
current among hadith scholars.”*!! This is a foundational 
rule in the Hanafi school which, like Yahya al-Qattan, 
Waki‘ followed.*!” Al-Shafi‘i—who, like Waki‘, fasted every 
day of the year—declaimed: 


I complained to Waki‘ of my poor memory. 
He told me to quit sins once and for all. 

He told me knowledge is a light: 

His light Allah grants not to those who sin.?'* 


Yahya b. Sa‘id: Abt Sa‘id al-Qattan al-Basri (120-198/738- 
814), the teacher of ‘Ali b. al-Madini and Ahmad b. 
Hanbal and one of the major early Imams of hadith who is 
counted among the handful of “Commanders of the Be- 
lievers in Hadith” according to al-Dhahabi. Despite his 
rank in hadith and narrator-commendation and discredita- 
tion (al-jarh wal-ta‘dil) he would not venture to extract 
legal rulings from the evidence but followed in this Abu 
Hanifa’s figh as he explicitly declared: “We do not belie 
Allah. We never heard better than the juridical opinion 
(ra’y) of Abt Hanifa and we follow most of his positions.”*"* 


Ahmasi (d. 260?/874) (§52ff.), a principal source of both al-Tabari and 
Ibn Abi Hatim in their Tafsirs. 


*11 |-Dhahabi, Siyar (9:158, 12:328-329). 
al-Dhahabi, Tadhkira (1:307) and Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib (11:126-127). 
al-Shafi‘i, Diwdn. 


214 a1-Dhahabi, Tadhkira (1:307) and Ibn Hajar, Tahdhib (10:450). 
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Al-Nawawi relates on the authority of Ishaq al-Shahidi: 


I would see Yahya al-Qattan—may Allah the Exalted have 
mercy on him!—pray the midafternoon prayer then sit 
with his back against the base of the minaret of his mosque. 
Then ‘Ali b. al-Madini, al-Shadhakuni, ‘Amr b. ‘Ali, 
Ahmad b. Hanbal, Yahya b. Ma‘in and others would stand 
before him on their feet and question him about hadith 
until it was time for the sunset prayer. He would not say to 
a single one of them to sit nor would they sit, out of awe 
and reverence.”"” 


When a certain man began to question him about a specific 
wording inside a hadith Yahya said to him: “Ya Fulan! 
There is not in the whole world anything more sublime 
than the Book of Allah, yet He has permitted that its words 
be recited in seven different dialects. So do not be so 
strict!”*!® Al-Khatib mentions many early authorities as al- 
lowing the narration of Prophetic Hadith other than in its 
precise original wording and he narrates examples from 
Ibn Mas‘tid, Abt al-Darda’ and Anas to that effect. He also 
narrates from Waki‘ and Malik the prohibition of narrat- 
ing Prophetic hadiths other than in their precise original 
wording.” 


719 aL-Nawawi, al-Tarkhis fil-Ikram bil-Qiyam li-Dhawi al-Fadl wal-Maziyya 


min Ahl al-Islam ‘ala Jihat al-Birr wal-Tawqir wal-Ihtirdm la ‘ald Jihat al- 
Riy@ wal-I‘zam (The Permissibility of Dignifying, by Standing up, Those 
Who Possess Excellence and Distinction Among the People of Islam: In 
the Spirit of Piousness, Reverence and Respect, Not in the Spirit of Dis- 
play and Aggrandisement) (ed. Kilani Muhammad Khalifa, Beirut: Dar 
al-Basha’ir al-Islamiyya, 1988) p. 58. 

males © al-Shafi‘i, Risdla (ed. Ahmad Muhammad Shakir, Cairo: 
Maktabat wa-Matba‘at al-Halabi, 1359/1940, rept. Dar al-Kutub al- 
“Ilmiyya, n.d.) p. 274 §753. 


°17 al-Khatib, Jami‘ (2:24-28 $1108-1117). 


GLOSSARY OF TECHNICAL TERMS 


Abdal, sing. badal = “Substitute-saints,” high-ranked awliya’ 
akhbarani/a fulan = X reported to me/us 

‘ard = presentation, a reading of hadith before a shaykh 
anba’ani/a fulan = X informed me/us 

du‘a° = supplication, prayer 

dunyd = (of) the material world 

fard = categorical obligation 

figh = lit. thorough understanding; sacred law 

ghina, istighna@’ = wealth, sufficiency, independence 
haddathani/a fulan = X narrated to me/us 

halal = licit (income or sustenance), as opposed to haram 
haram = illicit (income or sustenance), as opposed to halal 
yazatan = through a license of transmission 

islah = maintenance and improvement of one’s property 
Jahiliyya = “Great Ignorance,” the pre-Islamic period 
jihad = struggle for the sake of Allah, esp. military 

mal = property, holdings, wealth, money 

mursal = a hadith or chain missing the Companion-link 
gara°tu/qara’na ‘ald = I/we read before X 

rizq = sustenance such as income and/or food 

Salaf = the pious predecessors, esp. the first three centuries 
sami‘tu/samind fulanan yaqul = IAwe heard X say 

shahid = a Muslim martyr 

Shaykh al-Islam = an honorific title given to some scholars 
silyam = fasting 

Tait, pl. Tabi‘tin/in = “Successors” of the Companions 
tahajud = a sunna of voluntary vigil prayer 

takbira = the litany Allahu akbar inside or outside prayer 
Umma = Nation; Community of the Prophet Muhammad 
‘uzla = isolation, seclusion 

wara* = scrupulous Godwariness; precautionary avoidance 
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Allah did not create a 
garden of Paradise nor a 
fire of Hell nor a heaven 
nor an earth more 
tremendous than the 
Verse of the Throne 104 

Allah was when there was 
nothing else 104 

Allah wrote the Reminder 

104 

Alms are nothing other 
than the ordures of 
people 89 

“Amr! Get dressed, gird 
your weapon and come 


and see me 65 
Begging is unlawful except 
in three cases 93 


best and purest earning is 
the work of a man’s own 
hand and every lawful- 
and-blessed trade, The 61 

Buy an ax for a dirham and 
with the other dirham 
buy food 93 

Dawud never ate other than 
from the work of his own 


hand 70 
Did I not forbid you to store 
up food? 105 


For a man to carry a rope 
and bundle up firewood 
which he then sells in the 
market to be self- 
sufficient... 90-92 

Go and see if you can find 


something [to sell] 92 
I marry you to this woman 
on the basis of whatever 
you have of the Qur’an 86 
I will no longer buy any- 
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price 67 
If Resurrection rises while 
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him plant it 72 
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He sustains the birds 94 
It is my wish for you that 
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dependants perish 14, 73- 
75 
Messenger of Allah sent out 
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This is much better for you 
than to come on the Day 
of Resurrection with a 
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Those words of his are a 
light for him on the Day 
of Resurrection 84 

Three birds were offered to 
the Prophet—upon him 
blessings and peace—and 
he gave his servant one of 
them to eat 105 

O Allah! I am turning to 
You with Your Prophet 

100 

O Muhammad! I am 
turning with you to my 
Lord for the fulfillment of 
my need 100 

One who strives to support 
the widow and the needy 
is like one who struggles 
in the path of Allah and 
like one who rises to pray 
at night and fasts in the 
day 75 

Righteous wealth for a 
righteous person is a 
wonderful thing 3, 66 
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Tie your camel first then 


rely on Allah 16 
Truly Allah Most High 

provides the sustenance 

of each morning 105 


Truly this money is verdant 
and sweet; whoever takes 
it rightfully and puts it in 
its rightful place, what a 
wonderful helper it is! 66 

Truly your soul has rights 
over you, your Lord has a 
right over you, your guest 
has aright over you 89 

truthful and trustworthy 
merchant is with the 
seven that are under the 
Throne on the Day of 
Resurrection, The 70 

Whoever has three children 
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touched by the Fire 88 
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with dogs 112 
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what people have to come 
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Buy and sell even without 
gain 58 
Carry provisions and rely on 
Allah 16, 78 
Companions of the Pro- 
phet—upon him blessings 
and peace—all used to 


work, The 87 
Do the deeds of heroes 11, 
60 


Do not be without a trade 57 

Do not go to Makka without 
provision and mount 76 

Do not scorn a penny you 
acquire by obeying Allah 

11,57 
Do not take risks 16, 76 
Doing-without is only in 


lawful things 102 
Dress well and eat good 
things 118 


Each must use wealth to 
seek the bounty of Allah. 
Therein lie true worship 


and faith 69 
Earn a dirham and pray 
alone 54 


Even a vast property is lost 
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when it goes toruin 53 
Every king that is unjust is 
on a par with thieves 112 
Every scholar that is not 
Godwary is on a par with 
wolves 112 
[Extreme tawakkul] is 
permissible for whoever 
practises it truthfully 94 
Fear prevents me from 
eating and drinking 13 
Four thousand and less is 
for living expenses; 
whatever exceeds that 
amount is a treasure72-73 
Frequent the marketplace 
and go into commerce 47 
Go alone into the desert! 
Otherwise you are 
someone who relies on 
people’s knapsacks 79 
Go gently and spend 
frugally 59 
He is too strict on himself! 
95 
He says ‘I will not work’ but 
then he is brought 
something that was 
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he accept it? 87 


He who has renounced the 
world, longs for the 
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without cease 108 

Hearts grow soft by eating 
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lawful food 12 
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those who know hadith! 
105 
I am well as long as no one 
else carries the burden of 
feeding me 57 
I ask Allah to take away 
some of my fear of Him 
118 
I cannot sleep nor feel 
pleasure anymore 
because I think of the 


Fire 118 
I complained to Waki‘ of 
my poor memory 121 


I fear foolish 
mismanagement of 
livelihood for you 53 

I felt the fear of Allah toa 
point I wondered how I 
could still be alive 118 

I have been the 
jurisprudent (fagih) of my 
food for 60 years 12, 59 

I love to be independent 
from your kind of people 

48 

I never saw any reasonable 
person among them 80 

I prefer to be buried near a 
Prophet than near my 
father 99 

I would prefer to earn a 
single girat rather than 
have someone help me 
out with ten dirhams 60 

Idris was a taylor 71 
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If he earns more, he can 
spend it on his close 
family, or his house, or a 
guest 89 

If talking pleases you, keep 
silent; and if silence 
pleases you, then speak 

106 

If you have wheat then turn 
to worship; if not then 
seek after it 56 

In the past, money was 
disliked; but today it is 
the shield of the believer 

117 

Invest in some holdings 64 

It is incumbent on a man to 
seek knowledge if he has 
his pittance 56 

It is not part of your love for 
this world to pursue, out 
of it, what improves your 
situation 71 

Independence from people 
through work is dearer to 


me than begging 91 
Keep a work schedule at the 
marketplace 59 
little property you maintain 
will endure, A 53 
Luqman was a taylor 71 


man must scrutinise the 
provenance of his daily 
bread, A 11, 60 

man must take the trouble 
of making a living and 
not be in need of what 
others possess, A 90 


Money in our time is a 
weapon 55 
My father fasted all year all 
his life and he died 
fasting 120 
My fear of Allah is such that 
I fear losing my mind 118 
Never ask others 64 
Never before were assets/ 
resources so vital/bene- 
ficial asin our time 55 
nexus of belief is reliance on 
Allah and the explanation 
of that reliance is that he 
be content with whatever 
He does with him, The 97 
No food is more beloved to 
me than the food of a 
truthful merchant 63 
No one must quit work and 
sit in wait for what is in 
the hands of people 90 
Nothing is as precious to 
me as poverty 13 
Nothing is as precious to 
me than patience in 
poverty 13 
Nothing is lost through 
repair but nothing 
remains if it gets ruined 
53 
Nothing of what afflicts 
them in this world really 
harms them 101 
O Allah! Make him wise in 
the Religion and beloved 
to people 107 
O Allah, deprive me of 
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abundant property and 
progeny 49 
O Allah, grant me mercy 
through them and do not 
deprive them because of 
me 101 
O Allah, keep away from me 
property and progeny 49 
One dirham from trade is 
dearer to me than ten 
from a donation 60 
One dirham from trade is 
more beloved to me than 
ten fromadonation 61 
One must be watchful over 
one’s income, sustenance, 


and residence 58 
One must scrutinise one’s 
trade 58 


Pilgrims would travel from 
the four corners and 
support their passage by 


means of others 82 
Poverty is certainly the 
greatest death 66 


Qur'an is the Speech of 
Allah and I fear less for 
my neck than for my 
shirt-button 103 

Reliance is fine but a man 
must not be dependent 
on others. He must work 
and make himself and his 
family independent 88 

Reliance is for someone to 
rely on Allah without 
there being any human 
being from whom he 
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expects anything 93 
Reliance is the nexus of 
belief 96 


reliant one (al-mutawakkil) 
does not rely on Allah so 
he will be given 
sufficiency, The 96 
servant’s reliance on his 
Lord is to know that Allah 
alone is his trust, The 96 
Serving a Muslim in need 
for one hour is better 
than congregational 
prayer 118 
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman al- 
Shaghuri would choose 
the spoiled apples of the 
marketplace for himself 
and leave the good ones 
for others 95 
Sulayman plaited palm- 
leaves with his own hands 


and ate barley il 
Tahajjud is the hardest thing 
I have ever seen 108 


Take good care of whatever 
property Allah bestows on 
you 53 

There are two delicious 
foods: a man’s load on his 
back and the work of his 
hand 60 

There is no creature of 
Allah except you can take 
or leave what they said 
except the Prophet 114 

There is no good in 
someone who does not 
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gather wealth with which 
he can repay his debt and 
protect his reputation 65 
There is no goodness in 
someone who does not 
seek wealth by which to 
repay his debt 64 
There is not in the whole 
world anything more 
sublime than the Book of 
Allah, yet He has 
permitted that its words 
be recited in seven 
different dialects 122 
They used to go on 
pilgrimage without taking 
along provisions, so a 
dispensation was given to 
them 81 
They would go on 
pilgrimage, reach Makka, 
and ask people for 
handouts 82 
They would say: ‘We trust.’ 
So they were commanded 
to take along provisions 


Those are wicked people, 
they want the paralysis 
and ruin of the world! 89 

Those hearts, when they 
start doubting, no 
admonishment will 
benefit them! 97 

Three types of travel have 
been made obligatory for 
you: Hajj, “Umra, and 
[commerce] 68 


Trade is one of the types of 
sustenance granted by 


Allah 69 
trader is better than the 
idler, The 62 


True believer cannot feel 
other than sadness in this 
world 107 

Truly the purest thing a 
man can eat is what he 
eats from his own 
earnings 15, 47 

Twelve dirhams a year are 
enough for me 59 

Uways al-Qarani would pass 
by garbage heaps and 
collect rags 95 

We choose work! We seek 
after our sustenance! We 
do without begging! 91 

We take the bitter grapes 
and leave the sweet ones 
to guests 95 

Wealth is part of health 17, 
49 

Were it not for money, 
kings would use us to 
wipe themselves 117 

What a fine thing reliance 
on Allah Almighty is! 
However, one must not sit 
idle 91 

What are we going to ride 
on? He said: On my neck 

112 

What do you crave so that 

we can prepare it for you? 
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What have you done to 
merit that He single you 
out? 106 

When a man has something 
he considers good and 
pure let him use it as his 
food and steer clear of 
those filthy things 89 

When a man sits without 
plying a trade, his ego 
justifies for him taking 
what is in the hands of 
people 90 

When Allah grants one of 
you a thousand dirhams, 
let him not spend it and 
then say ‘Allah will sustain 
me 65 

When he just sits at home I 
fear he will start 
expecting something to 
be sent to him 94 

When I remember death 
everything in this world 
becomes contemptible 13 

When the Prophet was sent 
I wanted to join together 
trading and worship but 
this proved impossible. 
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So I quit trading and 
turned to worship 67 
When zakat is remitted out 
of a treasure it is no 
longer called a treasure72 
Whenever I want to read my 
eyesight is opened for me 
101 
Why not find work? Do you 
want to be notorious? 95 
Work and spend the surplus 
of your need on your 
close family as charity 47 
Work the market so that you 
can keep family ties and 
give to others 47 
You must have wealth and 
increase it 64 
Your father memorised a 
million hadiths 103 
Your thought about 
tomorrow’s sustenance is 
recorded against you as a 
sin 119 
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‘Aisha bint al-Siddiq47, 66, 
112, 120 

‘“Abbad b. ‘Abbad 64, 103 

‘Abbad b. Hisham 107 

“Abbas b. Muhammad al- 
Duri 21, 64, 71, 97 

‘Abd Allah b. Abi Sa‘id 56 

“Abd Allah b. Ahmad b. 
Hanbal 20-21, 23, 33, 45, 
47, 56, 62, 87, 89, 99, 


103, 115 
‘Abd Allah b. ‘Amir b. 
Rabi‘a 118 
“Abd Allah b. ‘Amr 75, 113 
“Abd Allah b. ‘Ata’ 63 
“Abd Allah b. Busr 86 


‘Abd Allah b. Ibrahim b. 
Ya‘qub al-Hubuli 76 
“Abd Allah b. Mansur b. 
Hibat Allah 33, 45 
‘Abd Allah b. Mughaffal 115 
“Abd Allah b. Muhammad 
b. Rabi‘a 60 
‘Abd Allah b. Salih al-‘jli63 
“Abd Allah b. Sarjis 114 
“Abd Allah b. ‘Urwa 120 
“Abd Allah b. Wahb 116 
‘Abd al-A‘la b. Mus’hir 103 
“Abd al-‘Aziz b. Abi Rawwad 
83 
‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. “Ali See al- 
Azji 
“Abd al-‘Aziz b. Ja‘far See 
Ghulam al-Khallal 
“Abd al-‘Aziz b. Muhammad 
See al-Majishtin 


“Abd al-Jalil b. “Atiyya 96 
“Abd al-Malik al-Maymitni 
48, 50, 71 
‘Abd al-Malik b. Sa ‘id b. 
Hayyan b. Abjar 81 
“Abd al-Malik b. Ziyad al- 
Nasibi 80 
“Abd Rabbih b. Sulayman b. 
Zunbur 63 
“Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd 
Allah b. al-Hakam 82 
‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abza 66 
“Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Affan 
101 
‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Awf 67 
“Abdal-Rahman b. Mahdi54, 
60-61, 76, 79, 110, 118 
“Abd al-Rahman b. 
Muhammad b. Sallam 97 
“Abd al-Razzaq al-San‘ani 
56, 70, 80, 81, 105, 113 
‘Abd al-Salam b. Harb 61 
“Abd al-Samad b. ‘Abd al- 


Warith al-Himsi 86 
“Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Ata’ al- 

“Gli 68, 69, 92 
Abdal 12, 101, 106, 107 
abstinence see zuhd 
Abt ‘Asim 82 
Abt ‘Awana 82, 114 
Abt Bakr ‘Abd Allah al- 

Hanafi 92 


Abt Bakr al-Marrtdhi 20- 
22, 46-48, 54, 56-57, 59- 
60, 62, 70, 73, 77, 86, 89, 
93, 99-100, 119 
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Abt Bakr al-Raddad 97 
Abt Bakr al-Siddiq 56, 58, 
66, 103 
Abt Bakr b. ‘Abd al- 
Rahman b. al-Harith 115 
Abt Bakr b. Hammad al- 
Muqri’ 55 
Abt Bakr b. “Iyash 100 
Abt Bakr b. Jannad 49 
Abti Bakr b. Sadaqa 97 
Abt al-Darda’ 13, 67, 122 
Abt Dawud al-Syistani 18, 
21, 47, 67, 89, 93, 103 
Abt Dharr 89 
Abt al-Duha b. Subayh 72 
Abt al-Fath See Nasr b. al- 
Mughira 
Abi al-Ghayth 75 
Abt Ghudda, ‘Abd al-Fattah 
16, 23, 29, 62, 72, 76, 
79, 82, 91, 93, 95-96 
Abt Hamza 63 
Abt Hanifa 120, 121 
Abt al-Harith 89, 90-91 
Abt al-Hasan al-Zahid 55 
Abt Hasin ‘Uthman b. 


“Asim 72-73 
Abt Hatim al-Razil3, 18, 83 
Abt Hayyan 62 
Abt Hazim 56 


Abt Hurayra 67, 70-71, 75, 
91, 113, 116, 120 

Abt ‘Imran al-Tarastisi 102 

Abt Ishaq al-SabiI 62, 66, 
74-75, 100 

Abt Ja‘far al-Hadhdha’ 57 

Abt Ja‘far al-Khurasani 54, 
56 


General Index 


Abt al-Jamahir Muhammad 

b. ‘Uthman al-Tantkhi 
25, 75 

Abt Ma‘n al-Raqashi 65 

Abt Mu ‘awiya al-Aswad_ 30, 
95, 100, 101 

Abt Mus‘ab al-Zuhri 103 

Abt Nu‘aym 12-13, 49, 55, 
67, 86, 96, 107, 109, 113- 
114 

Abt Qilaba 17, 49 

Abt Rafi‘ 71 

Abt Sa‘id al-Khudri_ 66, 70 

Abt Salama b. ‘Abd al- 
Rahman 115 

Abt Salih 56 

Abt Sinan Dirar b. Murra96 

Abt Sufyan al-Harith b. 


Mansur al-Wasiti 96 
Abti Umayya 2515 
Abt Usama 60, 70 
Abt ‘Utba_ see Ahmad b. al- 

Faraj 
Abt Wa’ il 60, 61, 102 


Abt Yahya al-Hammani 103 

Abt Yahya Yazid b. al- 
Kalai 67 

Abt Yusuf 120 

Abt Yusuf al-Ghasuli 12, 19, 
59, 102, 109 


Abt Zabyan 64 
Abt al-Zinad 115 
Abt Zur‘aal-Razi 83, 103 
Abyssinia 115 


accepting government 
subsidies and praying for 
the ruler 17 

Adab al-Hasan al-Basri 108 
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al-Adab al-Mufrad 19, 53 


Adana 80 
adze (qaduim) 53 
“Affan b. Muslim 103 
affluence (sa‘a, yasdr) 62, 66 
agriculture 11, 97 
agrarian Asian Muslim 
communities 74 


agricultural land revenue 
(ghalla, kharaj) 49-50, 63 
Ahl al-Sunna_ 11, 14-15, 22, 
103, 109, 111 
Ahmad b. al-Faraj Abu 
“Utba al-Himsi 57-58, 61 
Ahmad b. al-Husayn b. 
Hassan 74, 76 
Ahmad b. Mansur b. Sayyar 
al-Ramadi 21, 56, 80, 96 
Ahmad b. Manstr Zaj al- 
Marrudhi 64 
Ahmad b. Muhammad Abu 
al-Harith al-Sa’igh 91 
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. 
“Abd al-Samad al-Muqri’ 
57 
Ahmad b. Muhammad b. 
Khalid al-Barathi 58 
Ahmad b. Nasr al-Khuza ‘i 
103 
Ahmad b. Yahya b. ‘Ata’ 83 
Ahmad b. Ya‘qub 55 
akhbarana 21, 23, 45, 123 
Akhdar b. ‘Ajlan 92 
Akhlag Ahmad ibn Hanbal 20 
“Akka (Acre) 56 
“Ala’ b. al-Musayyab 66 
“Ali b. al-‘Abbas al-Utrtishi 
97 


‘Ali b. Abi Talib 67, 72-73, 
87, 116, 120 
‘Ali b. Bakkar 57 
“Ali b. al-Husayn b. Hartn 
55 
“Ali b. Maymitn al-Raqi 83 
“Ali b. Rabah al-Lakhmi 65 


“Ali b. Thabit 97 
“Ali b. ‘Uthman 71 
‘Ali b. Zayd 71 
alms, charity 47, 68, 71, 89 
“Alqama 112 


A‘mash 62, 64, 67, 75, 102, 
114-115, 119, 120 

al-Amin (Caliph) 113 

‘Amir b. Rabi‘a al-‘Anzil18 

‘Amir b. Sharahil See al- 
Sha ‘bi 

‘Amr b. ‘Abd Allah al- 
Hamdani al-Sabi‘i 100 

‘Amr ibn ‘Ali 122 

“Amr b. al-‘As 3, 65 

“Amr b. Aslam al-Tarastsi 

101 
‘Amr b. Dinar 81, 82, 116, 


119, 120 
“Amr b. ‘Isa b. Na‘ama_ 68 
“Amr b. Qays 60, 61 
Anah (‘Ana) 63, 112 
Anas b. Malik 72, 88, 92, 
105, 114, 122 
anba’ana 23, 123 
Ansar 86 
al-Arba‘un al-Tusiyya 109 
‘ard, ‘ardan 23, 99 
“Arim 71 
Asad b. Musa 18 


Asad, Muhammad 69 
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Ash‘ath b. Shu‘ba 53, 57 
al-Ashbah wal-Naza’ir 17 
Ashhab 107 
Asim b. Abi al-Najud 60-61 
Asim b. ‘Ubayd Allah 118 


al-Aswad b. Salim 58 
al-Aswad b. Yazid 112 
al-Athram 20 
al-‘Awwam b. Hawshab 71 
al-Awza‘i 119 
al-Azdi 58, 80 
al-Azji 33, 46 
Babtr 106 
al-Badr al-Munir 83 
al-Baghawi 103, 115 


Baghdad 49, 63, 77-78, 90, 
99, 111 


al-Ba‘li 32 
Banu ‘Abd al-Muttalib 67 
Bantu Hubla 76 
Banti ‘Tl 112 
Baqiyya 5701 
al-Barathi See Ahmad b. 
Muhammad b. Khalid 
al-Barbahari 100 
barley 71, 81 
Bashshar b. Musa 64 
baskets (quffa) 70 
bay‘ mabriir 61 


al-Bayhaqi 15, 18, 99, 104- 
105 

al-Bazzaz 21 

beatific vision 103, 114 

begging 56-57, 90, 91, 93 

al-Bidaya wal-Nihdaya 104 

Bishr b. al-Harith (Bishr al- 
Hafi) 12-13, 19, 58-59, 89, 
96, 105-107 
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Bishr b. Musa al-Asadi 63 
bleacher 54 
brickmaker 57 
Bughyat al-Mutabi‘ li-Asanid 
Muhammad al-Rabi‘ 25 
Bughyat al-Talab ft Tarikh 
Halab 102 
al-Buhtti 100 
al-Bukhari 3, 19, 53, 66-68, 
70, 75, 89, 91, 103-105, 
121 
al-Buwayti 103 
canonical readings (gird°at) 
120 
categorical obligations (al- 
fard) 14, 56, 68, 73-76, 91, 
94, 102, 108 
charity see alms 
Christian(s) 51-52, 106 
congregation, congrega- 
tional prayer 54, 118 
Consensus 115 
contentment (rdd, ganda ‘a) 
15, 18 
coral 97 
Damascus 17, 25-35, 45, 95, 
101, 108 


Damra 63, 70 
al-Daraqutni 45, 106 
al-Darimi 13 
Darran al-Halabi 25 
datepalm, dates 63, 81, 112 
dawanigq 54 
Dawtid the Prophet 66, 70 
Dawud al-Ta’i 15 
day labourer 48 
dependants 14, 54, 56, 60, 
73-75, 88, 116 
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dervishes 11 
despoliation (ghasb) 49 
destitution See poverty 


al-Dhahabi 13, 20, 22, 82- 
83, 92, 100-103, 109, 
112-121 

dhikr 104 

al-Dibaj al-Mudhahhab ft 
Ma‘rifat A‘yan ‘Ulam@ al- 
Madhhab 110 

al-Dimashqi, Abt al-Fadl 28 

dinar(s), dirham(s) 11, 49, 
54-55, 59-67, 72, 77-79, 
92, 104, 112, 117 


dispensation 50 
Diwan al-Shaft% 121 
donation 57, 60, 61 


al-Du‘af@ wal-Matrukin 80 
Duri see ‘Abbas al-Duri 


estate (day“a) 50-51 
fada@ il al-a‘mal 31 
Fad@ il al-Qur’an 108 


al-Fadl b. Dukayn (Abu 


Nu‘aym) 81, 103, 118 
al-Fad] b. Ziyad 47 
Fahmi b. ‘Abd al-Latif al- 

Na ‘imi 31 
family See relatives; 

dependants 
fagih, fugaha’ 12, 59, 108, 

121 
fard see categorical 

obligations 


fasting every day of the year 
112, 120-121 

Fayd b. Ishaq 58 

financial independence _ see 
independence 


fina 13, 80 

food 11-13, 56-59, 63, 70, 
73, 76, 79, 89, 93, 95, 
101, 105, 112 

, force-feeding 95 

——,, never eating any 
unless certain of its 
licitness 12, 59, 102, 109 

Four Imams and Their Schools 

14 

Fudala b. ‘Ubayd 49 

Fudayl b. ‘Iyad 19, 58, 105- 
107 


Furber, Musa 9, 27 
al-Furit‘ 100 
garbage 95-96, 101 
Gharib al-Hadith 100 
al-Ghasuli see Abt Yusuf al- 
Ghasuli 
al-Ghazali 16 
ghina, istighn@ 14, 17, 18, 
49, 66, 114 
Ghulam al-Khallal 33, 46 
gold 72,95, 97 
good name (‘“ird) 64 
Grammar of Arabic, A 69 
Habib al-‘Ajami 108 
Haddad, Gibril Fouad 12, 
14, 27, 31, 157 


al-Haddad, Mahmitd 27, 29, 
49, 60-61, 67, 76, 80, 82, 
87, 93 

haddathanaé 21, 23, 46, 123 


Haditha 112 
Hafs b. Ghiyath 91 
Hakam b. ‘Utayba61, 66, 69 
al-Hakim 68, 105 


Hakim b. Qays b. ‘Asim 64 
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halal 12, 14, 17, 60, 69, 102 
Hammad b. Salama 71, 72, 
110 
Hammad b. Zayd 106, 110 
Hammam b. Munabbih 70 
Hanbal b. Ishaq b. Hanbal 
111 


handiwork 11 
Hannad b. al-Sari 18, 53 
haram 17, 74, 93, 102 
Harami b. Yusuf 59 


Harb b. Isma‘il 11, 21, 53, 
56-57, 60, 64-65, 70, 71, 
97 

Harbi — see Ibrahim b. Ishaq 

Harith b. Miskin 103 

Harun al-Hammal 12 

Harun al-Rashid (Caliph) 

113, 114 


Hartn b. Ma‘ruf 71 

Hartn b. Sufyan al- 
Mustamli 58 

Hartn b. Ziyad 53, 73 

Harvesting 112 

al-Hasan b. ‘Abd al-Wahhab 

55, 96 

al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. ‘Affan61, 

63 


al-Hasan b. ‘Arafa_ 61, 108 
al-Hasan al-Basri 19, 60, 96, 
107-108, 116 


al-Hasan b. al-Faraj a2 
al-Hasan b. Isma‘il 96 
al-Hasan b. al-Rabi‘ 60 
Hashiyat Musnad al-Imam 
Ahmad 68 


al-Haythami 61, 66, 68, 72, 
105 
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Hazm b. Abi Hazm 107 
Hazn b. Abi Wahb al- 
Qurashi 115 
heretics 15, 79 
Hilal Abt al-Mu ‘alla 105 
Hilyat al-Awliy@ 12-13, 49, 
55, 67, 96, 107, 109, 113- 
114 
Hims 113 
hinth 88 
Hisham b. ‘Urwa 70, 91-92, 
120 
Hisham b. Zayd 72 
hollow biscuit (ka‘k) 81 
honesty in trading _—_63, 70 
Hudayr 83-86 
Hudhayfa b. Qatada al- 
Mar ‘ashi 19, 57, 109 


hulum 88 
Hurayth b. al-Rabi‘ al- 
“Adawi 68 
al-Husayn b. Ahmad al- 
Kirmani 82 
al-Husayn b. ‘Ali b. al- 
Aswad 55 
al-Husayn b. Muhammad b. 
Sinan 72 
al-Husayn b. Ziyad al- 
Marrudhi 97 
Hushaym 71, 103, 106 
Ibadi 113 


Ibn ‘Abbas 67, 82, 100-116, 
120 

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr 64, 110- 
111 

Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, Yusuf 27- 
28, 32, 34 

Ibn Abi ‘Asim 18, 115 
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Ibn Abi al-Dunya 18-19, 49, 
56-57, 101 
Ibn Abi Hatim 62, 83, 108, 


115, 121 
Ibn Abi al-Hawari 101 
Ibn Abi Mulayka 66 
Ibn Abi Najih 62, 82 


Ibn Abi Shayba 66, 70, 82, 
110, 117, 120 

Ibn Abi ‘ Umar 53, 73 

Ibn Abi ‘Utba 56 

Ibn Abi Ya‘la 80, 91, 100, 
105-106 


Ibn Abi Za’ida 103 
Ibn ‘Adi 83 
Ibn al-‘Adim 102 
Ibn al-A‘rabi 18, 102 
Ibn Aslam 19, 30, 47, 77, 
109 
Ibn Batta 46 
Ibn Farhtn 110 


Ibn Hajar 9, 25, 27, 30, 80, 
96, 106, 109, 113, 121 
Ibn Hazm 18 
Ibn Hibban 49, 83 
Ibn al-Jawzi 12-13, 19, 47- 
48, 59, 76, 80, 86, 102, 
106, 108, 114, 118-119 


Ibn Jurayj 119 
Ibn al-Kamal 33 
Ibn Kathir 104 
Ibn Khuzayma 109 


Ibn al-Mabrad/Mibrad _ see 
Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi 

Ibn al-Madini 103, 110, 115, 
119-122 

Ibn Mahdi see “Abd al- 
Rahman b. Mahdi 


Ibn Ma‘in 
Ma‘in 
Ibn Majah = 47, 70, 71, 93, 

108 
Ibn Mandah 85 
Ibn Mas ‘td 104, 122 
Ibn al-Mubarak 18, 60, 61, 
80, 83, 105, 107, 108, 


See Yahya b. 


115, 121 
Ibn Muflih 32, 80, 100 
Ibn Muhayriz 63, 111 
Ibn al-Mulaqqin 83, 108 
Ibn al-Mundhir 62 
Ibn al-Musayyab 23, 115 
Ibn Nasir al-Din 32 
Ibn Nth 30, 63, 103, 111 
Ibn Nujaym 17 
Ibn Qudama 32-33, 45, 100 
Ibn Qutayba 53 
Ibn Rajab 94 
Ibn Sa‘d 114 
Ibn Sallam 108, 110 
Ibn Shabba 64 
Ibn Shadhan 45 
Ibn Shahrayar 21 
Ibn al-Subki 115 
Ibn Tultn 32 
Ibn al-Tuyuri 45 


Ibn ‘Umar 61, 83, 84, 111 
Ibn ‘Uyayna62, 81, 89, 103- 
104 
Ibn Wahb 110 
Ibn Zurayq 32 
Ibrahim See al-Nakha‘i 
Ibrahim b. A’ham_ 19, 54, 
57, 60, 101, 102, 112, 119 
Ibrahim b. Ishaq al-Harbi 
20-21 
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Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. 


Ja‘far See al-Saji 
Ibrahim b. Sa‘d 103 
idleness 14 
Idris the Prophet 71 
“iffa 18 


yaza 24, 26, 31, 33, 46, 123 
“Ikrima 67, 81, 82, 113 


“Tlal 20 
“Imran b. Husayn 104 
incentive (manbaha) 64 


income 11, 14, 17, 48-49, 
56, 58, 64, 69, 71, 77 

independence 11, 14, 17, 
47-51, 54, 88, 91 

innovators (mubtadi‘a) 88 

Inquisition (mehna) 103, 111, 
113, 115 

al-Insaf ft Tashth Ma Atlaq al- 
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